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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers,

QUESTION—COAL INDUSTRY,

As to Peusion Scheme for NMiners.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that an Act has been passed by the
Government of New South Wales making
pension provisions for the coal and shale
miners of thxt State, and that such a law
becomes operative as from the lst Fanuary,
19427 2, Is he in possession of data con-
#irming reports of such pension scheme? 3,
Is he aware that the States of Queensland
apd Tasmania bave now Bills before them
similar in charncter to the provisions con-
tained in the New Sonth Whales Aet of 19417
4, Will he consider the advisability of grant-
ing such a pension scheme to the coal miners
of this State?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2,
Apart from a copy of the Act I have no
other information. T have been in communi-
cation with the Premier of New South Wales
but so far I have not received any reply. 3
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Not to my knowledge. 4, The whole matter
will veceive consideration.

BILL—MEMEERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—FRUIT GROWING INDUSTRY
{TRUST FUND).
Report, ete.

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAL ELECTION
POSTPONEMENT.

Secund Heading.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. €. G. LATHAM (York) [3.5]:
After listening attentively last night to the
Premier’s speech advoeating the acceplance
of thig Bill, T do not eonsider that any per-
suagive arguments were submitted for its
adoption. I would like to have heard sub-
mitted more fangible reasons why we shonld
agree to the measure at the present stage.
The Constitution Aet was passed hy the
House of Commons and the Houxe of Lords
for the people of this Rtate. It is the
people’s law, not ours. It was passed in
1889 and came inte operation here at the
first election in 1890, Ever sinece 1890 that
law has been observed in its entirety and
although there have heen amendments since
the Bill was assented to by Queen Vietoria,
we have never attempted to set aside the Aet
in any form. I admit that we have amended
it from time to time, hut we have always
been eareful to conserve those provisions that
were placed in it for the wolfare of the
people.

In 1917, when the (reat War was in pro-
gress, there was no setting aside of an elee-
tion, and there were more casunalties in 1017
in a week than there have heen during the
present war. T admit that just vecently the
enemy has heen closer to onr shores than
was the case at that period. Even in 1917
German vaiders were in our waters hut T
will admit that the danger was not as great
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then as it is now. However, there were more
casualties during the Great War than have
been recorded in this conflict. The present
Premier was fivst elected to Parliament in
1917. I want to quote the exact words he
used Jast night in commection with this mea-
sare. He said—

Many members engage in canvassing at elee-

tion times and all they would have to do would
be to express sympathy in the loss of a hus-
band, son or brother that might have occurred
a week or two previously.
If such iosses have occurred now, they were
ten times as great in 1917, but that was not
used then as a justification for setting aside
a general eleefion in this State. Recently
the National Parliament gave consideration
1o the postponement of an election. As a
matter of fact it was admitted that the Na-
tional Parliament had no power to effect such
a postponement, hut no application was made
to the Tmperial Parlinment, which may or
may not have that power to suspend an elee-
tion. T am not going to pretend that T am
a eonstitutional lawyer and ahle to deter-
mine that point. The position is that no
provision for postponement was made at
that time, beeanse it was impossible to per-
suade all parties to agree upon the matter.
The present Prime Ministier was very much
opposed to such a postponement. T have
asked myself—I think rightly—what would
be the attitude of the Lahonr Party towards
a Bill of this kind if the paviy T represent
were in office,

The Minister for Mines: The same as at
present.

Hon. C. (. TATHAM: Tt is easv to sav
that.

The Minister for Mines: You asked for
it. Tt is not so easy, either!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister ean
speak only for himself,

The Minister for Mines: T am doing =so.

Hon. (. (. LATHAM: Tt is no use his
answering for the Labour Party.

The Premier: e ean speak for me.

Han. C. G, LATHAM: e can speak for
the Premier, ton.

The Minister for Lands: He ean speak for
me as well.

Hon. C. 0. LATITAM: He ean speak for
twe ofhers.

Mr, Styant=: And he ean speak for me.

Ton. . . TATHAM: He ean speak for
two. three or four memhers opposite!  That,
js the ohjection T have! TFor three solid
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vears we bave been as considerate as pos-
sible to the Government. Two years ago
there was an undertaking that no party
legislation would be introduced, but that
undertaking has not been given effect to, A
Bill was introduced this session that caused
more heart-burning than anything else. The
Minister sponsoving it said that he would
not have any altevation made to it, That
was a definite party matter.

Mr. Fox: What does it mutter, if vour
party has a good back-stop?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM : Never mind about
a good back-stop: I believe in hatting here
for myself.

AMr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will connect his remarks with
the Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: All this coucerns
the life of Parliament, where all laws are
made or samended.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course regula-
tions ure made but they are submitted to this
House, and some smrll alterations ave made
by proclamation.

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not give the
Leader of the Opposition the vight to deal
with every piece of legislation that has been
brought down.

Fon. C. &, LATHAM: I do not propose
to do so, but I wish to point out my griev-
ince is that the undertaking given has not
been carried out. Looking haek over the last
two years, and, in addition, considering the
fuiure, T cannot scc that there is any real
need for postponing the election. This Par-
liament will cease at the 31st January, 1942,
il the law remains ag it is. Between now
and the 31st January there is time to hold
an eleetion: only five weeks are required.

My, Warner: Then defeat the Bill and one
can he held.

Tlon, G. G, LATHAM : But it may nat he
There is plenty of timo to hold an election.
Tasling that, provision could be made to ex-
tend the period beyond the 31st January
hecause the law ean he amended, just as the
Premicr is proposing toe amend the most
important part of the Constitution Act. T
T were to look at the matter entively from
i personal point of view, T would perhaps
sav to myself, “Here is an opportunity to
remain a member of Parliament for 12
months without having to face the clectors.”
But T have to laok at the mntter more
hroadly, and se do other members. Already
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there is a man organising in my electorate

and I have to consider his viewpoint. What

is ke likely to say about my taking the power

upion myself to agree to this measure on be-

halt of 4,000 clectors in the York electorate?
Myr. Berry: He will he in the army soon.
My, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I wish, Mr.
Speaker, there were not so many interjee-
tions. Members are entitled to their views
and I am entitled fo express my opinion.

My, J. H. Smith: I thought you were go-
ing to express our views.

Hon, C. G. LATHAXM : 1 am vet atlempi-
ing to express the hon. member's views. That
man has already spent money in the York
electorate and believes he has a reasonahle
chance. He has a perfect right fo complain,
and so has every candidate

Mr. Thorn: T wounld not lose any sleep
over him.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T am uot losing
any sleep over him cither.

The Minister for Works: Yon must be
running ount of arguments.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: This is a perfeerly
legitimate argument.

The Minizter for Works: It is ridienlous!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That may be the
Winister’s idea, but I consider it is a very
scnsible argument. The provision in the Aect
iw that every three years, every person over
21 years of age—with very few excepltions—
can come forward and offer his servieces as
a Pacliamentarian. My contract with the
people of York is for three years, and no
longer. If T agree to this Bill, T am assisting
to extend that contract without eonsulting
the people, and depriving every one of the
electors who wishes to do so of the oppor-
tunity to declare I have no longer the confi-
dence of the people, and to contest the seat.
The only Parliament I know that has done
this sort of thing is the Imperial Parliament,
which has a combined Government represent-
ing all parties. I find in looking at the divi-
ston list that only abount three members were
in oppostion to the Government. That oe-
curred in connection with what was rezarded
as a vital issue. On one oecasion I think five
members voted in opposition to the Govern-
ment.

Then there is the position in the
Dominion of New Zealand where an arrange-
ment was made hetween the Government and
the Opposition to postpone the election for
12 months. During the ceourse of his re-
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muarks, the Premicr mentioned that the
Dominion Opposition was satisfied with the
position, hut there does not seem to be too
much satisfaction if I can accept the state-
ment appearing in a publieation called
“Journal of the Parliaments of the Empire.”
In the course of a speech in the Dominion
House of Representatives, Mr, 8. (. Hollund,
the Leader of the Qpposition, 1s reported to
have said—

Elsewhere in the Fmpire truly national Gov-
cruments had been formed and in that way the
Jeople had heen given a lead and that influence
thut was necessary for a maximum war effort.
Tn New Zealand, however, though the Opposi-
tion Party had made repcated proposals to the
Government that party polities should be
dropped for the duration of the war and
a truly reprezentative national Government
formed, it secemed that the Government was de-
termined to geo alone and jnaist that his party
¢hould funetion a3 an Opposition. It was true
they had a War Couneil, but it had ne definite
function. They also had a War Cabinet but,
while admitting that it was doing excellent
work, he thought it proper to say that the
War Cabinet eould do no more work than the
Government allotted to it.

Further on Mr. Holland said—

The Government talked about unity and prae-
tised party polities. It talked about the war
being the only thing that mattered and prae-
tisrd the socinlisation of the means of produe-
tion, distribution and cxchange. While British
workers—and now workers of the TUnited
States—were working long hours in o deter-
mined effort . . . .

Mr. Holland at this stage proeeeded to deal
with industrial legislation, but I shall not
mention that phase because it has nothing
to do with this Parvliament. What I have
vead from the statement by the Opposition
Teader in the New Zealand House of Repre-
sentatives would indicate that not too much
gatisfaction is lelt with the present arrange.
ment.

If there was any real neeessity from n
pational point of view. a proper natinnal
Government wmight he justifird in postpon-
ing the election. I do not know that we, as
# State Parliament, are sn very important
that we need worry about postponing our
State eleetions. The House could he ealled
together at any time up to the 31st Jannary,
and the Government could take power to
convene a sifting of Parliament at any stage
if it did not eare tn aecept responsihility re-
garding matters that arose from time to
time. I know that the responsibilities of
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Ministers are limited, and I agree it is de-
sirable that the Premier should have autho-
rity to call Parliament together at notice
shorter than that provided for in the stand-
ing orders. He should be able to eall mem-
bers together at a few hours’ notice. I am
not expressing the views of the party that I
lead, beeanse this is a matter entirely at the
discretion of each individual member. I re-
gard it not only from my own point of view
but from that which T wonld adopt if I wera
‘“out” instead of “in.”

The Premier: Took at it from the State
point of view!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am doing so0.

The Premier: NWo, you have stressed the
personal point of view.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not altogether! 1,
have taken the view, for instance, of those
who are entitled o contest the seats that the
Premier and I hold at present. Tneidentally,
during the course ol his remarks, the Pre-
mier gave himself a pat on the hack when he
gaid that nothing had transpired 1o eaunse
dissatisfaetion. Possibly we ave not the
best judges of onr own actions; the other
fellow is by far the bhefter judge. When
the Premier made that stntement, T inter-
jected that the onlv election held during the
vear had not resulted quite in favour of the
Government. I know, of eourse, that, on the
other hand, it is qnite possible, if an appeal
were made to the public within the next few
months, a diffcrent verdiet might he obtained.

The Minister for Works: Neither of the
two parties sitting in Opposition was game
to run a candidate.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I know that was
said, but the Minister knows the position
just as well as T do. The Premier also said
that in the present ecirenmstances with
which the Empire is confronted, he did not
constder the Government would be justified
in distracting the attention of the people
in order to contest an election. In that re-
gard T have a grievance against the general
publie—not against everv individual mem-
her of the publiec by a lJong streteh of
imagination. T am afraid, however, that
there is not an the part of many of our
eitizens a Fuli realisation of their respon-
sihilities today.

Take the remarks of the Prime Minister of
Australia! T do not intend to criticise him,
hecause his task at present is most diffienlt,
bhut even he is eapable, in my opinion, of
making mistakes. When I read the puhlished

[ASSEMBLY. |

report of a specch by the Prime Minister,
I was again reminded of the faet that some
people do not appeur to possess a full real-
isation of the necessities of the moment from
the Empire point of view.

Mr. J. Hegney: To whom are you refer-
ring ?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: To the Prime Min-
ister.

Mr. Needham: Which one?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is only one
Prime Minister of Ausiralia at the present
time! The report of his speech referred to
the steps the Government intended to take,
and they included the prohibition of non-
essential consumption of petrol, the elimina-
tion of holidays and holiday travelling, and
so on. I am afraid, if the Prime Minister is
not very careful, Australin may find itself
up egainst a shortage of fuel for the defence
forees.

Mr. Styants: Do you know how much pet-
rol the Commonwealth Government hans on
hand?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think s0; at any
rate, T think my knowledge is very close to
the mark.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition does not propose to deal with
petrol rationing during this debate.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not intend to
do so, but I am drawing attention to these
points in reply to statements made by the
Premier when he moved the second reading
of the Bill. Is not one of the first duties
of a Government today to ensure that our
petrol supplies are conserved? There is
every justifieation for the wurgent appeal
made to the people to see that they do not
waste anything but conserve everything pos-
gible. That is essential so that we may fur.
ther our defence efforts.

Mr. Berry: Do you think the holding of
an election will eonserve petrol supplies?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Evidently there is
no partieular shortage, for there would he a
considerable quantity used in eonnection
with an election. When the Prime Minister
intimated that the people could use their
petrol supplies for Deecember and January,
it made me wonder whether the holding of
the general election would have any effect
on the supplies for war purpeses, but no
doubt provision has alveady been made by
the Liquid Fuel Control Board for the sup-
Plv of petrol in connection with the cam-
paign.



[12 Decemser, 1941.]

Mr. Rodoreda: How could the Prime Min-
ister stop the petrol from being used?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Quiie easily! He
need only eancel licenses and all ration

" tickets.

The Minister for Works: You have al-
ready said that there is a sufficiency of pet-
vol in Australia.

Hon. €. G, LATHAM: I have not.

The Minister for Works: Yon said yon
knew how much was in hand and you have
divalged that information.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I did not divulge
any information at all.

The Minister for Mines: At any rate, what
you suggest may he done in a week’s time.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That may be so.
The Prime Minister, in the course of his
speech, said he was hopeful that motor cars
would not be used for mid-week raeing pur-
poses and that Melbourne wonld not be lighted
up so brightly as it had been in better times.
He also expressed the hope that not so many
motor cars would he seen in the city. I em-
phasise that 1T have no inside information to
give to the House, so I cannot divulge par-
tienlars of that nature.

Mr. Styants: The Prime Minister also said
it was necessary to keep cars on the road for
emergencies.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Surely that is
merely logieal. If the oceaszion arose when
it became necessary to shift the population
out of the danger zone, the provision of ears
would be essential. For that reason it is
necessary to conserve petrol supplies. That
was what the Prime Minister meant when he
made his statement. What he aimed at was
a mobile unit that would he available for
moving the population.

I have voiced what epposition I desire to
make to the Bill. I could easily say to the
Government, “I shall support the Bill on
certain conditions.” I do not propose to
adopt that attitude. After all, the Govern-
ment asks for amthority to continue exer-
cising the executive powers it is called upon
to undertake. Naturally it musi aceept the
responsihilities that go with office, Before
the Bill is passed T would like the Premier
to give an undertaking that in future we
shall know something more about the legis-
lation to be introdueed. T do nof want to
findd it neeessary to contest legislation at a
time when the nation is hard up against it.
Tt must he horne in mind that the Govern-
ment is asking for an extension of the life
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of a Parliament in which it has a bare ma-
jority, the relative state of Government and
Opposition parties being 26 and 24, I do
not suggest that the Independents are not
entitled to support the Government if they
desire to do so. They are at liberty to vote
as they please, and so are other members
of this Chamber, but I remind the Govern-
ment that there is in the House a strong,
solid Opposition representing more than
one-half of the electors. That faet must be
borne in mind..

The Government in asking for this ex-
tension of the life of Parliament must re-
member that it does not represent 50 per
cent. of the people, and that on the floor
of the Hounse its majority is slender. Tf
the Premier will give me the asserance
that T ask for and will bear in mind the
strength of the party representation in the
House, we may not have reason to com-
plain about legislation introduced in the
future. I give the Government my assurance
that every measure introduced for the pur-
pose of angmenting our war effort will
meet with wholehearied support on the
Opposition side of the House. Any criticism
offered will be constructive and we shall
endeavour to expedite the business. Even
if the necessity arose to call members to-
gether at midnight, the Government need
not have any fear that it will not receive

support.
Parliament will go into recess very
shortly. The war will have an adverse

effect nupon the finances of many people.
During the course of the session no pro-
vision whatever has heen made fo conserve
their interests, although the Federal Gov-
ernment under the National Security regu-
Jations has dealt with the matter to some
extent. We, as a State Parliament, have
not provided any protection for those
people who, because of war conditions, are
nnable to earry on and therefore may be-
come financially embarrassed. I have again
asked the (GGovernment this session, as I
did last year, to appoint a commissioner to
whom people could go when they were in
finanecial diffienlties. Suneh a person could
place his eciremmstances hefore the com-
missioner and, if he could make out a legiti-
mate case for protection, the commis-
sioner could grant bim a limited moratorinm.
Action along those lines should have heen
taken long ago. I certainly do not advocate
a general moratorium. If the Government
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is to he granted an extension of its term of
oflice some such provision as I have sug-
rested should he made so that protection
may he given to people requirving it, For
instanee, a person may enter inte a lease
of premises on the Foreshore. Something
haypens that prevents him from carrying
on. The person with whom he has entered
into the contract can enforce the condi-
tions emhodied in the document he holds.
For people in that position whe are not
able fo meet the obligations they have
undertaken, some redress and assistance
should he fortheoming.

Last, but not least, the Government has
not satisfied me that it has a full realisa-
tion of the position of the farmers and the
need for assistanee being extended to them.
I know the Minister for Lands can always
put up a very good argument from his
point of view, but when I go thvongh the
agrienltural areas and notice the worn-out
machinery, realise that many of the farmers
have strnggled on their properties for years
without having any holidays and, further,
that every shilling obtained in respeet of
this year's erop is Lo he grabbed, T am
afraid the Government does not possess a
full realisation of the diffienltics of the
men on the land. T would like the Govern-
ment to have done something similar to
that which the Federal Government is do-
ing. We heard a story over the air vester-
day mornine and in that story dealing wilh
matters affecting  Federal co-ardination
there is a great deal more truth than some
people imagine.

My belief is that a elose eo-oporation exists
hetween the Federal House and the Federal
Government, much closer than probably we
are prepared to admit. T read Mr. Curtin’s
remarks in the paper this morning, and from
them T pather that the co-aperation is eloser
than possibly we care to admit. If we now had
that closer co-operation in Western Aunsiralia
—and T am not seeking anv portfolies for
members on this side of the Chamher—and if
we had had that closer co-operation for the
past two years, T might not have raised the
objections I am raising now., The Premier
told us that a very good war cffort was being
put up. Of that effort T fear T know very
little. I do know the work poing on at the
Ahidland Junetion shops and even then I
can disagree with the Premier, for he has
centralised the whole of his effort in one
little spot. Tt only wants one homh to des-
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troy the whole of that estabMishment, and
then we would have to start afresh.

The Premier: The work is not all central-
ised there,

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: It is, pretty well!
It anything happened there, I would not like
to be in the engincering works at North Fre-
mantle, hecause that establishment is even
wore vulnerable than is the Midland June-
tion establishment. Consideration might be
given to these things. I wonld have likel
to see a lot of that war work farmed out
in the country districts, where there are many
gavages having fairly big buildings in which
men could he emploved. Such a course might
help to build up population in country towns
whieh are being depleted, and give more eon-
fidence to the rural population. There may
be a logieal argument against that proposal;
I do not know, hecause I am not in contaet
with fhe Government, and neither is any
member on this side of the Chamber. We
wonld like to have a fuller realisation of what
the Government is doing.

We do not eriticise the Government, be-
cause we do not know. If ever there was a
time to be fair to the Government, that time
is now. We have attempted to be fair. I
have criticised the Government's effort to
usurp the funetions of the electors of this
State. T have done that honestly. Some of
my most loval sapporters disagree with me
on this point. 1 have not undertaken to
speak for them. T speak only for myself,
1t the House agrees to the Bill, I shall give
the Government the most loyal support that
any member can give. Further, if T ean
render nny service to the State, that serviee
will be rendered as long as my health and
time will permit. It is not a question of
just the Government, as the Prime Minister
Bas said, but a question of all the civilians,
The 50 members of {his Chamber are leading
vitizens of the State, because they have been
clected to make its laws. We cannot sacri-
fice that trnst. It is the trust of every mem-
her. We will give just as loyal service as
we can.

Tf the Bill passes, then antil we appeal to
the people again there will be no party
polities. Let ns feel that when legislation is
introdaced membors have the right to express
their opinions freely. We will do so on this
side. Let legislation he in the interests of
the people as a whole, Oceasionally mem-
bers on the opposite side of the House sup-
port the Governinent when they believe the
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Government to be wrong. TFor the next 12
months, I hope, we shall forget party poli-
lics. Let us give a lead to employer and
employee which will show that one depends
on the other. If we sueceed in doing that, 1
shall be the happiest man in Western Aus-
tralia, and moreover shall feel that I have
made a mistake in opposing this Bill. I
shall gladly admit as much to the Premier
if that turns out to be the case. On those
conditions I raise no further objection to the
measuare,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [3.37]:
The extension of the life of Parliament is
gomething which can only be nndertaken for
reasons of extreme gravity. With my col-
leagues in this part of the Chamber I have
given to the proposal most anxious eon-
sideration, and have arrived at the conclu-
sion that it is our plain duty to snppert the
measnre. We feel fhat to precipitate a
strngele for power between rival parties at
this juneture in our affairs would be to fail
to aceept the responsibility which the people
of the State expect of us, to act in an emer-
genev. I feel that there is no reason to men-
tion the conditions obtaining today. They
fill the mind of every membher of the House,
because every member has a feeling of re-
sponsibility for the gathering menaces that
surround our country at this partienlar fime.
It is on account of those conditions that we
here believe the measure should receive our
suapport.

It is our profonnd convietion, and what
1 believe fo be the sentiment today of the
overwhelming majority of the people of
Western Ausiralia, that the times demand a
eomplete cessation of party polities and a
Government representative of all sections of
the people. The Government now in power
received a mandate to govern this State for a
period of three vears. The penrmod of the
mandate is now ahout to expire. If an elee-
tton were held in the ordinary eourse of our
Constitutional practice, then some other
party might be entrusted with the sole right
to the office of government in this State.
What that party would be does not matter
for the time being, and T do not propose to
sperulate on the subject; but it is impossible
to say at this stage if an eleetion were held
what party would be entrusted hy the people
with a mandate to govern Western Anstralia
for the next three vears. That heing so, it
seems to me that the only way in which we
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ean fulfil our democratic tradition, if we ex-
tend the life of Parliament, is to give all
sections of the people representation in the
Government.

The Premier has said there is no evidence
of any grave dissatisfaction with this Gov-
crament. I do mot propose to comment on
that statement. As I have already said, I
do not intend to enter upon any speculation
as to what would he the politieal eolour of
the Government if we proceed to hold a
general clection in the ordinary course. Suckr
considerations are of minor importance in
view of the greater isswes now invoived.
While we have stated that in our opinion
the proper course is that the extension of the
Life of Parliament, should be accompanied
by the formation of & (Government repre-
sentative of all sections of the State, T want
to make it clear that we imposc no such con-
dition on our support of the Bill. That
support is diectated by the emergeney now
eonfronting the people of Anstralia and the
people. of the Empire. It is true that in
the course of five or six weeks it would have
heen possible to hold an election, but T my--
self believe that the next five or six weeks
may be the most erifical in the whole period
of Australia’s hisiory. I am not prepared
to consent even during thase five or six
weeks to the dislocation of the povernment
of the State and the affairs of the Stata
which would result from the holding of an
eleetion amd which might weaken the war
effort, an effort which might be required.
during that period to operate with greater.
force than ever, .

We therefore support the Bill without ask-
ing for anything in return, for no personal
considerations, no personal place, no power,
no emoluments, no anything! We regard it
as the paramount duty of Parliament to see
that the State is safegnarded from the conv
fliet of personal considerations as te who
should hold office, who should hold power.
Such considerations now sink into compara-
tive insignificance. We therefore leave the
matter at this stage in the hands of the
(iovernment. We express our view as to the
tvpe of Government which should occupy
the Treasury beneh during the period of the
prolongation of the life of Parliament, We
express that view with all the emphasis we
ecan lay upon it; but if the Government.
chooses to continue the system of govern-
ment by one party, then that is a responsi-
bility for which it will answer to the people



2728

of the State. We leave that 1esponsibility
1o the Government.

- From this side of the House repeated of-
fers have been made of assistance to the
Government during the 215 years of war.
They have not been aceepted. So far as I
know, not one member on this side of the
House has been consulted by the Govern-
ment during the period of the war, and no
member on this side has any knowledge of
the executive aetions in regard to organisa-
tion and precantions which have been taken
by the Government to meet the danger now
confronting our people. The Government
assures us that preeautions and organisa-
tions have hecn set up to deal with mattors
which may he the oecasion of danger to the
peeple of Western Australia. We have no
reason to challenge that. We do not know
what has been done. And I think it is pro-
per to say that such being the case, we on
this side of the Chamber are not able to ac-
cept any responsibility to the people for the
condition of affairs today. That is the sole
responsibility of the Government. If an ae-
count is to be given at some future stage of
the war for the precautions which have been
taken and the organisations which have been
set up, that account must be given by the
Government—not by us, for we have not
been allowed to participate in those organi-
sations and we do not know what arrange-
ments have been made.

There are in that connection many things
which I assume have been done and which
are essential to be done, There are a hun-
dred things necessary for the safety of our
population, for the maintenance of our com-
munieations and our transport facilities, for
supplying water and essential materials to
the goldfields and outlying centres, for the
protection of our eivil population and for
the accumulation of emergenecy supplies in
the State. What has been done we do not
know. I say, therefore, that these are mat-
ters the responsibility for which rests on
the Government and not on any member on
this side of the House.

When introducing the Bill, the Premier
asked for a prolongation of the life of Par-
liament, but he made no suggestion as to
any means by which Opposition members
might assist in the conduet of government.
1 do not know what the Premier’s intentions
are. All I ean say is that we think the time
has come when the prolongation should he
accompanied by a system of government un-
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der which all sections of the House should
have representation. But I vepeat that 1
and my colleagues make no conditions what-
ever. The Bill is necessary from the para-
tnount point of view of the safety of the
people and the maintenance of our war
effort, and we aecordingly support it with-
out personal considerations of any kind
whatever. Finally, I think it proper to sav
what we have often said before and now
repeat, that all members on this side of the
House are preparved to offer their service,
their time and their energy in any capacity
in which they can aet, without any eonsidera-
tion of office, position or emoluments. Their
ouly consideration will be to exert the maxi-
mum effort to meet a situation of gravity
so greal that we cannot possibly accentuate
it.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [3.48]:
Before the Bill goes to the vote of the
House for its approval, whiech I sincerely
hope it will obtain, I wish to make a few
1emarks as the oldest member in the House.
Tf the member for (inildford-Midland
(Hon. \W. D. Jobnson) were present he
would be in that position, as he was n
member of Parliament some years before I
joined the Parliament of Western Ans-
tralia. The member for Boulder (Hon. 1,
Collier) and I both entered the Parliament
of Western Australia at the same time, bug
he, too, is absent today. In all those long
vears—and they seem all the longer nowa-
days when times are bad—there never was
a proposat made to alter the eonstitution
of the State in order to allow an existing
Parlinment to continne its cxistence. Tt
is the very hrightest jewel in our Constitu-
tion that, at a stated period, we must re-
turn to our electors and render an account
of what we have done; they, and they
alone, in all normal eircumstances have the
right to extend the term of our service.
But we, not the electors of the State, ave
taking upon ourselves to do that by this
Bifl. Nevertheless, I feel it is justified.

T have given the matter the most careful
consideration from covery point of view,
from the constitutional point of view and
from the point of view of all the traditions
which have heon handed down to us and
whieh it is our duty to ohserve and pre-
serve, [ eannot {ind that the eircumstances
we are passiug throngh are not a complete
answer to any ohjection that those tradi-
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tions and those rules would force upon us.
So I am in tavour—for the reason so
plainly put to the House by the Leader of
the National Party—of the Bill now before
us. I find very little to grumble about in
the statements of the Premier when in-
troducing the Bill; although I cannot ap-
prove of the underlying kind of suggestion
which is to he derived from the Premier’s
remarks, particularly the very laudable rve-
ferences to the act of his own Govern-
ment and his own party to the effect that
this postponement of an election is some-
thing in the nature of a sacrifice by them.
It is the very reverse.

If a sacrifice is involved at all, it is a
sacrilice pure and simple by those who are
sitting in Opposition and by nobody else;
because, if the elections were held and if
the present Government suweceeded in re-
taining the confidence of the electors, it
woutd only be in the same position as it
will ocenpy under this Bill.

The Premier: Three years instead of one
year, perhaps.

Hon. N. KEENANXN: Yes, perhaps. I am
sorry the interjection was made, because
it suggests what we all know, the grave
likclihood, unfortunately, that that “per-
haps'’ will become true, that the war will
not end in the vear before us

Mr. Marshall: We hope it will?

Hon. N. KEENAXN: Of course we do,
but unfortunately we have indulged from
the very beginning of this war far too
much in hope. I myself have no confidence
whatever, no helief whatever, that the war
witl terminate within 12 months from the
1st January next, much as I wounld like that
to happen. If there is any sacrifice in-
volved in this measure, I say that undoubt-
edly it is a sacrifice by the Opposition mem-
hers; because, if the election resulied in
their favour—as a large number of people
anticipate it would result—then they would
have usurped the seats of the Government.

But if it be a sacrifice—and I do not
eare for an instant to attempt to measure
“its extent. even if it be a sacrifice of mo-
ment—it is one to which we willingly and
eladly assent. T helieve I am speaking nol
only for myself, hut for every member of
the Opposition, when I say that we zre
prepared willingly and gladly to accept
this saerifice in order that we may thereby
serve the State. Of course it will serve
the State, hecause nothing could be more
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terrible {o contemplate than a politieal
tussle at the present time. Just fancy how
every sense of decency—and we all profess
a strong sense of decency-—would be out-
raged if there were an indulgence in parly
vituperation when possibly off our. coast
there were at the same time the reverbera-
tions of hostile guns! What the position will
be next month or in February or Mareh, no
one knows; hut we know that we have no
vight to anticipate or permii the holding
of an election, even if it were a possibly
peaceful one.

While we claim no eredit whatever for
any sacrifice which we make by assenting
to the Bill, we want it also to e clearly
understood that, as the Premier said in s
speech—in a note which I wish he had em-
phasised far more than he did, hut which
nevertheless 1 was glad, indeed proud, to
hear—the time has gone for any party differ-
ences. We must act one and all together, if
we hope—as we all do—to pull Awustralia
out of the terrible pesition she stand- in
today.

I would emphasise what has been said by
the member for West Perth (Mr. McDon-
ald), abhout the complete ignorance wunder
whiech members of this House labour as to
the adminstrative acts that are vifally neces-
sury for the defemee of Western Australia.
They may have been taken, but we know no-
thing of them and the public knows nothing
of them, nor do we see any signs of them.
I refer particularly to civil defence. For in-
stance, what steps have been taken to pro-
tect the Mundaring Weir and the Canning
Dam, except, I underqtnnd to appoint some
eivil watchmen?

Mr. Siyants: They are militiamen.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Those Lwo weirs re-
present the lifeline of Western Australia.
If Mundaring Weir were damaged and the
water therchy allowed to escape, the gold-
fields would be impossible to live on. If the
Canning Dam were destroyed, the same
would apply to Perth. So we should know
what steps are taken. Above all, we shondil
know that the Civil Defence Department is
not tinkering with matters entirely hevond
its eompetence, but that it will hand thr:m
over to the military authorities,

The Minister for Mines: You can vest ns-
sured that the military authovities wonld not
allow us to tinker with matters helonging to
them. They told us that definitely.
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Hon. N, KEENAN: It is handing over to
the proper care matters which that depart-
ment, with its inferior capaeity—I do not
speak personally—is attempting to control.
That is an instance, as the member for West
Perth told the House, of an cntire absence
of confidence in any member on this side of
the House, and it is producing a fecling of
apprehension. I partieularly want to know
it the Civil Defence Department has made
any attempts whatever to evacoate children
from Perth and Fremantle and the sitburbs
surrounding them, [T hope before the House
rises we will hear some answer to that ques-
tion. Have any plans heen made for the
evacuation of children from these dangerous
areas?

The Minister for Mines: You had better
ask the military authorities that question.

Hon. N. KEENAN: No. The military
authorities have nething to do with the
evacuation of children.

The Minister for Mines: Of course, the
Lon. member knows what the miiltary autho-
rities, who are proteeting this country. know.
Does he not?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 repeat that we want
definitely to know if any plans have been
made for the evacuation of children from the
inetropolitan area.

* The Minister for \Imes No!
Answer.

Hon. N. ' KEENAN: That answer is a
crime; an absolnte crime! There shonld not
be a child left in the metropolitan area this
side of Christmas. It will not be an easy
matter to evacuate them. The railways find
it diffieult to carry large numbers of people
away from the city. -There is a botileneck
in the hills which prevents traffic on a large
seale. Besides that, at any moment the rail-
ways may he taken over by the military
authorities.

The Minister for Mines: That is why they
evacuafed them from Tondon and then
brought them all baek. ’ '

Houn. N.. KEENAN: The Minister for
Mines unfortunately has only read some of
what is called the “tattle” Press.

The Minister for Mines: That is a fact.
The anthorities send out information every
fortnight which we read.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, N. KEENAN: The Minister can at-
tempt, if he is capable of attempting, fo
justify leaving the children here and having

That is the
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no plans, to which he eonfesses, for evacua-
tion. He should remember this, that ths
plans, even when formed, will be valueless
until they are completely understood by the
mothers of the families concerned. It will
take considerable time to impress any plans
upon the minds of the mothers, as is neces-
sary, i order that the children may be
cvacuated. I am told that there are some
road hoavds—the Leader of the Opposition
says he knows of some—which have made
plans to receive children. But there is no
plan yet made to send them!

Just imagine the position if, before these
children ave sent away, Perth is hombed and
there is a big easualty list of children. Just
imagine how the Ministers would feel when
they had allowed the matter to pass by their
consideration and to drift and drift until this
tragedy happened! We wounld alse like to
know what protection, if any, is provided
for the powerhouse. Every single industry in
Perth depends on the powerhouse at East
Perth; and almost every industry in the
metropolitan area does.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! Is the hon. mem-
her going to connect that statement with the
quec.twn"

Hon. N IxFE.\A\ Yes. I am connect-
ing iL up with the remarks made by the
Leader of the Opposition (Hon. C. G.
Latham} and thoze of the member for West
Perth (Mr. MeDonald). We want more in-
formation. We are supporting this Bill on
the distinet understanding that this retieence
will endt. Members of this House do not
want these matters diseussed generally, hat
they should be made aware of the necessary
steps being taken. Again, the powerhouse
is said to be a military matter. The military
authorities, if they were asked, would send
down anti-airevaft gins to those works; if
they had them in Western Australia! I do
not know whether the member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Stvants) knows whether they have
them or not. The powerhouse is the absolute
kev to the whole of our industries.

An interjector mentioned the oil stores at
Fremantte.  There again we konow nothing
of what steps are being taken to protect
those stoves. Tt is not in the interests of the
Stale to discuss this matter item by item,
or indeed to discuss these defieiencies at all,
Undouhtedly, if the people learned that we
were noi prepaved it would create a very
disturhing influenee which we do not want,
and «n T refrain from meniioning many other
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matters to which my attention has been
drawn, For instance, T do not intend to
comment on the maiter referred to by the
member for West Perth that practically the
whole of onr railway system conld he blown
up if onece the Midland Junetion workshops
were bombed. That is the only place, I am
told, in which there is a steam hammer, yet
there are splendid repair workshops at
Merredin and Kalgoorlie.

One would have imagined that the first
thing that would happen would have been
decentralisation; the putting of the eggs into
a whole lot of haskets to make certain that
if one was destroved the others would sur-
vive. I emphasise very clearly and distinetly
that we, on this side of the House, are willing
to support the Government in every way
possible, but we want to know, and want to
be told, what is happening. We want to be
able to fit in our actions and lives with the
passing events, and not be merely guessing
at things, as anyone in the street guesses. So
it is thai we ask that we should be taken
into the (tovermment’s enfidence. The Pre-
mier of New Zealand said in his speech that
the War Cabinet there knows everything that
is being done in that country in connection
with war activities, It is the same in our
National Parliament.

I give this Bill my unqualified support,
because I think the cirecumstanees require it.
I hope the words that ihe Premier gave
voice to, that there is to be complete unity;
that we are all to work together for the one
objeet—and of course to do so we must have
common knowledge to a cervtain extent—will
prevail in the future, and that with that
co-operation we shall be able to surmount
the great difficulties we now face.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville) [4.8]: I regret that
the member for Nedlands (Hon. N, Keenan)
adopted the attitude he did in regard to
civil defence. As far as I am personally
concerned, when I am asked to make a publie
statement as to what has been done I will
not do it. My answer will be “No" all the
time. Since the hon. member has raised the
guestion I now inform him, and members
of this House, that a committee was formed
here hefore legislation was even introdueced.
Bince legislation has been introduced a statu-
tory, committee has heen formed of men
holding down, not only important jobs in
this State, but jobs which will be essential

in the case of emergency, The men I refer
to are eonnecied with the electrieity supply,
the powerhouse, the water supply, engineer-
ing and railways, together with the Commis-
sioner of Police.

They are all ready to move at the first
warning from the Military Depasrtment. The
member for Nedlands should appreciate this
fact that the only people in the position to
give orders in the case of an emmergency,
such as enemy aetion, are those people re-
sponsible for the defence of this covntry.
The Commonwealth War Cahinet does not
tell me what it is doing. It has told my
committee that, so far as evacuntions are
concerned—and this has been definite for the
last two years, and nore so during the last
few months—based on the experiences both
in France and England of reads being cluf-
tered up with people running here, there and
everywhere in an endeavour to be evacuated,
they have “to remain put,” to use its expres.
sion, until such time as it can be seen where
troops may be endeavouring to'land, so that
the roads may be kept clear. Then we have
to proceed with the evacnation.

The military authorities have all the ve-
hicles they want tagged, and every vehicle
that we want is tagged. Immediately we
get the order to evacnate—and I am not
going to say to where we will be evacuated
and thus let the enemy know where the
children are, and be able to drop bombs on
them—we can shift anybody whom the mili-
tary authorities require moved. The auth-
orities have alt that experience. The ex-
perience in France was that the people were
being- driven on the roads in front of the
Germans so that the soldiers on either side
could do nothing. That eould happen in
this eountry, or any other country. Every
move made by the Civil Defepce authorities
has been done gn a uniform system, as nearly
as possible, throughout Australia,

Mr. J. Hegney: And in collaboration with
the defence authorities,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have a liaison officer who confers in this State
with the three services. - That gfficer acquires
an enormous amount of confidential infor-
mation that he would not even pass on to
me as chairman of the council. We appointed
one man at the request of the defence auth-
prities for that purpese. It is not fair to
say these people are adopting a complacent
attitude, and , doing nothing, .I rushed up
here; from & meeting today, and T am glad I
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did, betause I heard the member for Ned-
lands say what he thinks. Everything that
is possible is being done, and money is being
spent by both the Commonwealth and State
(Governments.  Immediately the military
authorities speak, we are ready to move.

I have signed just on 6,000 certificates for
men and women who have passed all the ex-
aminations set by the authorities to qualify
them as wardens, head wardens, and other
sorts of wardens. OQver 6,000 people have
studied and passed those examinations and
are now ready to do their job. Every week-
-end and every night they are meeting and
practising in some way, and going through
ull sorts of experiences. Men like Professor
Bayliss and others who have given a tre-
mendous amount of time to this matter, for
the country, are deserving, not of censure
from the hon, member, but of commenda-
tion. The men on the council were placed
there because we knew they had a knowledge
of everything that would need to be done if
the emergency arose. That is the position
so far as eivil defence is concerned. I will
not lay on the Table of the House the plans
of the Civil Defence Department, any more
than would the Defence Department.

MR. BERBRY (Irwin-Moore) [415]:
congratulate the Premier who has, perbaps
for the first time during this war, given a
lead. I am more particularly pleased with
this because, as members know, only a few
days ago I asked for this Bill to be intro-
duced. I feel that one of the great errors
the English-speaking people have made dur-
ing the war up to date has been that they
have failed to anficipate. We learnt this
morning that there was an air alarm in Dar-
win. The report was that planes were sighted
300 iles off our coast. Three hundred miles
off Darwin would be in close proximity to
Timor, and we were informed recently that
those nasty, little, vellow people had formed
an air base there. Had I been in charge, my
nction would have been to use those dissatis-
fied troops at Darwin whe have becn eom-
Maining of doing nothing, to oceupy that
istand. Had we anticipated happenings in
that way, I think that report would never
h#ive been made. My firm convietion is that
th& Japanese now have an air base there.

‘1 congratulate the Premier on giving the
people a lead. To do so was his duty, and
he has done it. The member for West Perth
and the member for Nedlands have both as-
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sured the Premier that everything in their
power will be done by members on this side
of the House. We are looking entirely to
the welfare of the people and, in making this
offer, are anticipating a situstion that might
oceur during an eleetion. However much
benzine we may have in this country, 1 feel
that every drop we use has to be borrowed
from the R.A.AF. I look upon the R.AAF.
as the key to the problem, as the member for
Nedlands said, I believe that our air
strength generally constitutes the key to our
problems.

The tragic loss in the Far East a few days
ago of two capital ships might he aseribed
to the fact that we have not yet enough
planes. Criticism has been levelled against
the Minister—I am sorry he became unneces.
sarily exeited ahout it—hut, in spite of the
slight lashing administered by the member
for Nedlands, we on this side of the House
assure bhim that we have not spoken in a
spirit of carping criticism. I am not going
to criticise the Minister for what has not
been done. I am hoping that, from today
on, he will do something that will enable
us to criticise him constructively. The past
has gone; the immediate future is our con-
eern. No matter what has not been done, the
fact that the boats I wanted have not been
built does not matter two heots provided they
are huilt now.

The Japanese invasion of Thailand and
Mnlaya was supported by small, fast-moving,
patrol vessels. T knew of their existonce
long ago. They are adequately and perhaps
skilfullv manned. I knew that they were
armed and that they were going to prove a
serious danger, because their diminutive size
and speed would render them perhaps less
valnerable to air attacks than a larger ship
wonld be. Tt is our duty to get on with the
work of building similar little ships immexi-
ately. I happen to know that engines for
them are available. Thereforc let us have
ships whose spred is such that they are very
diffiecnlt to hit, and let us have them in
charge of skilled hands, so that when this
little vellow man ecomes—if he does come—
te invade our shores, we ean use those hoats
cffectively against him. They are proving to
be a very efficient weapon and I think wo
shonld learn the lesson shown us,

‘We have had references to the children. T
am not going to refer to the Minister for
Mines, who has left the Chamber at the
moment, and T shall do nothing that will de-
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liberately upset the Government during this
erisis. From now on I shall avoid doing any-
thing that will not help. Like members who
have spoken, however, I demand my right as
a representative of the people of this State
to help the Government and to know some-
thing of what is going on. I am interested
in a family of children whom I have made
my concern and have tried to get them out
of the city. The mother has not been told
what is to be done with those children.

Hon. N. Keenan: There is no plan.

Mr. BERRY: There is no plan. Let us
have the plans. Let us know exactly what
we are going to do. There are many mem-
bers who know what could happen when
bombs fall, when havoe is wrought and pro-
duces terror and panic. I have seen brave
men throwing their coats away in order that
they might be able to Tun faster, Are we go-
ing to put the plans into operation when
people are on the run? God forbid that that
should happen! Let us be ready! A few
weeks age I was interested in another hatch
of children from Singapore. They had been
bombed out of England previously and had
come here for protection, which they re-
ceived.

The other day I rang up one of the schools
near the city and offered to take six of
those children to Safety Bay, where they
would be safer than in Perth. I knew they
could run out on to the beach or into the
back country if anytbing happened. But 1
was informed that those children had re-
turned to Singapore and had arrived on the
day that city was bombed. @ Who allowed
them to leave Western Australia, partien-
larly when some of ns had been saying what
would happen in the Far East? The faet of
my having tried to get that motion through
the House shows that I knew what would
happen. That, however, is past, but from
now on let every member of the House be
consulted in order that he may express to
the Premier views that may be beneficial to
the whole of the people, including the people
who have come to this State for protection.
. Those oil tanks at Fremantle are a source
of worry to many people. I have been asked
about them, although I am not the memher
for that- distriet.  People ask me whether
those tanks still contain petrol.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think the oil
tanks ‘are mentioned in the Bill.

Mr. BERRY: My remarks follow on the
teferences to the desire to help made by the
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member for West Perth, People have asked
me to inquire of the Premier whether those
tanks cannot be camouflaged. I shall not say
any more on that point. I congratulate the
Premier; I congratulate every member who
has stood up and said that he will support
the Government, and bhelieve me, my support
will be available during this period of erisis.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock—
Geraldton—in reply) [4.24]: T am very
pleased that the Bill has met with a good
reception. It bhas not been violently op-
posed, and the actions and motives of the
Giovernment lave reecived recognition. Al-
though the Leader of the Opposition said
he wanted to have many reasons for the
measwre, I do not think many reasons are
required to justify it. We want to have one
excellent reason, and that reasou is that the
State may be in danger and that the pres-
ent is no time in which to hold an election.
That is the reason.

Mr. Marshall: The only reason!

The PREMIER: AMany other reasons
could he given, but they would not count in
comparison with that one. Referenee has
been made to confroversial legislation. It
depends upon the judgment of people what
constitutes eontroversial legislation. 1 ven-
ture to think that the Country Party has
introduced legislation which was controver-
sial, and aroused very considerable oppo-
sition. It certainly was in the inter-
csts of only one section of the community
and was highly contentious. In faet, the
Leader of the National Party had to swallow
the convietions of a lifetime over it.

My. MeDonald: Hardly that; it was a
matter of conversion.

The PREMIER: No, there wuas a violent
repression in the hon. member’s mmid whon
he aecepted something which for many years
has heen entirely opposed to his oailook,
make-up and general principles, as enunci-
ated in this House.

Mr. Doney: To what clanse of the Kill
does that refer? ‘

The PREMIER : I will not enter into fe-
1ails. As T was saying, some people might
consider legislation that has been introduged
as eontroversial; others would not agree
with them. Thank God we never-all agzpe
because, when we disagree, we make sqme
progress. Often when people do not agree
with something that is introduced, they elass
it as eontroversial. However, there are two
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sides to every guestion and everything to an
extent is controversial, and the different
viewpoints on legislation enable us to achieve
results and produce something as nearly as
possible satisfactory to a majority of the
community. We have no infention of in-
troducing legislation that is not in our hon-
ast opinion in the interests of the people of
the State.

The member for Nodlands spoke about
civil defence. Obviousgly the Minister in eon-
trol did not want to say too much. What
has happened is that those in charge of
civil defence here have information of all
the experience, knowledge and adviee gained
in places that have been subjected to hom-
bardment and warfare of all kinds. This in-
formation has becn passed on to us and to
the Eastern States. Tt is not a matter of
what we think we should do; it is a matter
of what we must do in the light of that
experienge. The Minister has told the Honsy
that we have 6,000 people who have heen
trained and are capable of doing the work
required. Information about all the things
discovered by experience m the Old Conntry
has been passed on to us. I have seen reams
and reams of correspondence passing through
my office dealing with what other authorities
thouglit they shouwld have done, what they
did dn. and what results had heen obtained
in the light of experience.

Hon. N. Keenan: What about the women
and children?

The PREMIER : Probakly childrer should
he evacuated from some places aud taken to
ather places, but this would depend wupon
the nature of the erisis,

Hon. X. Keenan: You must have plans,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Premier had
bettev address the Chair; that is the best
plan.

The PREMIER : Ther¢ are plans eovering
emergenetes that may avise. With regard to
evacnation, the Minister has stafed that he
did not want to say too much, but all the
mofor fransport and train fransport and
ofher forms of transport that can he made
available if the need arvises ave under the
control of people who are members of the
Civil Defence Council. The hon. member
mentioned water supply. The engineer, Mr.
umas, is a memher of the council. If hy
any means water supply shonld be cut off,
who knows most abont how to make it avai!-
able through some other channel? The
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engineer-in-charge of water supply; and he
iz a member of the Civil Defence Counecilt

Who knows what should be done in re-
gard to black-outs and the shutting off of
lighting power and the maintenance of in-
dustrial power? The people knowing most
about this are the electricity engineer of the
Perth City Council and the electricity en-
gineer of the Government Electricity De-
partment, both of whom are members of the
Civil Defence Couneil. The Commissioner
of Railways would be in eharge of transport,
and he is a member of the council. Similarly
in regard to health and physical well-being.
If there arc injuries or casualties, who would
know hest what was to be done, what hos-
pital accommodation was to he provided and
how the injured might best be catered for?
Who but the Under Secretary for Health,
who has the whole thing at his fingertips?
He, too, is on the council. Who is the best
man to deal with outbreaks of fire as n re-
sult of incendiary bombs? The superintend-
ent of the Fire Brigade; and he is on the
couneil.

All these people, who are experts in their
own particular line and ean give us the hene-
fit of their knowledge and experience,  io-
rether comprise the Civil Defence Council.
I want to pay a fribute to them, hecause
they are not second-rate but rather are they
at the top of their professions and, when
there is a meeting of the Civil Defence
Council, they ave all present. They cancel
highly important engagements to atteil
meetings, and have taken a very serious view
of their responsihilities, The Civil Defence
Council met in my office recently, because
there was not sufficient room for them in
the Minister’s office, and Major-General Sir
Iven MacKay only as recently as last Fri-
day diseussed with the couneil his ex-
perienee, and stated what he eonsidered to
be necessary in regard to civil defence and
with regard to the line of demareation be-
tween military and eivil responsibilities.
Anyone who visits the State and has any
information concerming these matters is en-
titled to meet the eouncil and give the mem.
hers the benefit of his experience. All of
the plans that are in hand ecannot be d&i-
vulged but it can be said that. if every
contingency has not heen provided for, it
will nnt he for want of knowledge or plan-
ning or seeking information.

So far as the military sitnation is con.
cerned, T meet military authorities when they
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tome to this State and diseuss with them
plans for the defence of Western Australia.
1 have discussed such matters with both
Brigadier-General Durrant, the former mili-
tarv commander in this State, and with the
present officer 1n eharge, General Jackson.
I wanted to know what in their opinion
could be done and whether there was the
necessary organisation. I have always prof-
fered the utmost assistance in every way
posxible, and have undertaken that the State
Government would do anything that wag de-
sirved, and alse not to divulge any informa-
tion that might be of material assistance to
those opposed to us. That is the position
with regard to eivil defence. While there is
not a pigeon-hole to deal with every con-
- tingeney that may arise, we have a trained
personnel and co-operation with the mili-
tary authorities, and all these experts know
what is their job and are aware of the line
of demarecation between military and ecivil
precautions. Thonsands of people have been
trained to undertake definite duty in time
of necessity.

Something was said about emergency
supplies. We have been in the closest co-
operation with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. We do not seleet people for posi-
tions because of their parfy prineciples.
I doubt whether I know the polities of any
individual on the Civil Defence Counneil ex-
cept those of the Minister.

Hon. C. . Latham: I do not think you
are too sure abont his, either.

The PREMIER: If T were asked to state
what T consider to be the polities of the
Minister I wounld say that he would put
the Empire first, and that all other con-
siderations in these times of stress and
struggle came a long wny behind.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : There is a manufacturer
on the emergency supplies committee. He
was selected becanse of his knowledge
in that connection. There is also a repre-
sentative of the Chamber of Commerce,
and the Government is represented by the
Chief Government Storekeeper, Mr. Knight.
The commiitee has also in its membership
-a retailer. These men know what stoeks
are available and where they should be.

Acting co-operatively with the Common-
wealth Government we have made arrange-
ments to repair any loss which may be ex-
perienced through people stocking poods
not actually required at the time. We have
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assisted them by means of overdrafts to
meet the heavy expenditure which they
would not otherwise inecur. For instance,
people at Marble Bar say, ““We would not
normally have £1,000 worth of goods at one
time. Every week the distriet has ecom-
munication with the outside and fresh sup-
plies are obtained as required.’’ We reply,
“You are in an isolated, dangerous place,
and it is necessarv that to provide for o
time of emergency you should have ten
times as much stock as usual.’”’ We are
then asked, ‘*Who is going to stand the
eost?’’ and we are able to answer that the
cost will be borne by the State Government
and the Commonwealth Government, which
has a complete realisation of the position.
All these arrangements have been made,
and we have endeavoured as far as possible
to place supplies where they may be re-
quired; that is to say in centres which, in-
stead of having communication with sources
of supply every day or every second day,
might in an emergency be shut off from
those sources for perhaps four weeks at a
time.

I thought I ought to give the House in-
formation in regard to these matters. I
thank the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party very sincerely
for their offer of assistance. There seems
to be a thought in their minds that they
were not teld all the things they should
have been told. I have never refused ‘in-
formation. I am not aware of what they
want to know, but I can assure them that
if they have any idea that there are things
T have thought they had no right to know
they can remove such thoughts entirely
from their minds. T amn always anxious to
let them know anything necessary in the
public interest: that is te say, anything
that ean be divulged. I am not only willing
to give them such information, but I am
anxions to do so. I may not have sought
opportunities, and members of the Govern-
ment may not have gone out of their way
to afford sueh information, but that does
not mean that we do not desire members
to know what is taking place. T am sure
they do not desire fo have militarv plans re-
vealed to them, but they do want to know
what is taking place in other certain diree-
tions. If they ask me for information T
shall be prepared to tell them all T know.

Reference has been made to closer co-
operation. If the Leader of the Opposition
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and the Leader of the National Party are
prepared t{o set aside one day a week or
one day a fortnight especially for the pur-
pose, I am prepared to discuss with them
activities that are taking place and give
them intormation I think they ought to
kuow, things that in these times men in
responsible positions should bhe aware of,
so that they ean act in a responsible man-
ner when the time comes to do so. Whether
legislation is controversial is a matter of
the interpretation of the word. I am (uite
willing to diseuss what legislation should
te introduced, bhecause I think we have
reached the stage when nothing is of very
mauch importance compared with what ean
be done in conneciion with the war, and all
legislation introduced should have one oul-
standing objective, namely, to be bene-
ficial to the war effort. That should he
the acid test in regard to anything we do,
not only in a iegislative but also in an ad-
ninistrative way.

I welecome the assuranee of the leaders
of the respective parties that they are pre-
pared to co-operate. I have mnever had
cause {n complain ahout their lack of co-
operafion. Thevy mayv have menfal reser-
vations about the lack of information that
lias been supplied to them, but T am pre-
pared to remove from their minds any ideas
of that description, and am anxious to
afford them al the information possible.
There does not appear to be any opposition
to the Bill, that is to say, any opposition
with # view to its defeat. The Government
has been given eredit for introdmecing it
solely becanse of the eritical period in which
we are living. That is the only reason it
has been introduced. Personal considerations
bave not influenced the matter. So far as
emoluments of office are eoncerned, things
being as they are, T do not think there will
be very much difference between the income
of Ministers and that of members of Par-
lianment. People will have to be prejared
to sacrifice a considerable amdunt of the
emoluments they receive for oceupying high
oftice. The result is that a good deal of
work will have to he done, hut the remunera-
tion will not be very much, T was reckoning
the other day the retwn that wonld he re-
veived by a gentleman who was to be ap-
pointed to some very important duties. He
was to be paid an additional £300 a vear
but, as a result of the extra sum, his taxa-
tion rate would be inereased to sueh an extent
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that out of the £300 all he would receive
wounld be £27!

It is by no means on aceonnt of any selfish
aspirations for the emoluments of office that
the Government intreduced the Bill. Minis-
ters consider—I am glad that the House re-
cognises the fact—that the present is a time
when we should be united as far as is
humanly possible. Most decidedly we should
all be united in connection with the war
effort. Because this is not the time for hold-
ing a general election, I am quite confident
that the people generally will be prepared
to accept the position and do everything in
their power to promote unity among all see-
tions. Of course I cannot select individunals
and say to them, “You shall do this and yon
shall do that” That sort of thing is for
each individual to determine for himself,
but members, I am sure, will be willing to do
everything possible to assist our war effort,
whether it be by means of raising funds or
making available the benefit of their ex-
perience and adviece. T shall say no more
at this staze except to remark that I greatly
appreciate the spirit that has pervaded the
debate. Members have indicated that, what-
ever is necessary in the interests of the
nation, all ave prepared to do. Deecidedly
that attitude of mind is not confined to any
one section of the House.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House and have assured myself that there
is a constitutional majority of members pre-
sent. I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Terms of office of members of
Legisiative Assembly .extended :

Mr. HUGHES: T move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added:—
““Provided that this section shall not apply to
any State FElectoral Pistrict in respect of
which:—1. (a) A majority of the persona
whose names appear on the electoral roll for
surh electoral distriet and who are entitled to
be so cnrolled requisition the Speaker of the
Legislative Asscmbly in writing no later than
the 31st day of January, 1942, for the exeln-
sion of asuch electoral district from the pre-
visions of this Act; and (h) the Speaker not
later than one month from the day upon whiek
sucl requisition is received by him certifies in
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writing to the member for such electoral dis-
triet that the Speaker is satisfied that a majo-
rity of the persons whose numes appear on the
eleetoral roll for such electoral district and
who were entitled to he curolled thereon on
the day upon which the requisition was received
by the Speaker have requisitioned him for the
exclugion of such electoral distriet from the
provisiong of this Act. 2, Upon the Speaker
80 certifiying the member for the clectoral dis-
trict concerned shall be deemed to have re-
signed his seat in the Legislative Assembly in
accordance with the provisions of Section 25
of the Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899.
The reason for the amendment is that mem-
hers are voting thermaselves an extension of
12 months in their memhership of the House,
thereby depriving the electors of the right
to say whether those members retained their
seats with their constitwents’ endorsement.
We should reserve to the electors the
right to say that thek are not pre-
pared to endorse our action because they
do not approve of one or other member eon-
tinuing to represent them. 1 do not sug-
gest that the electors of any one constituency
are at all likely to take advantage of the
amendment. 1 want to avoid the possibility
of the electors saying they did not have the
opportunity to take the action that I sug-
gest is their right.

The PREMIER: T cannot agree to the
amendment. In snch & matter and in the
circumstances confronting us today we must
all be in this together. What applies to
one must apply to everyone, If it should
happen that in one cleetorate there has heen
keen politieal eontroversy and opinion may
he almost equally divided, that particular
clectorate might be selected and advantage
taken of the provisions of the amendment.
Then we might find ourselves confronted
with an election campaign on 2 big seale at
a critical time, although elsewhere the con-
atituenecies might be eontent to allow matters
to remain as they are. At sueh a time tbe
people in any electorate should not be forced
to indulge in political eontroversies and we
should not encourage any such tendencies.
There ave other apparvent justifications for
...-gueh an attitude that I do not.propose to
mention,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Aunthority to postpone general
election ;

Hon. C. @. LATHAM: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 11 the word ‘‘may’’ be struck
out and the word ‘'shall’’ inserted in lew.
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I know that many members think that the
words arve practically synonymous, but See-
tion 32 of the Interpretation Act reads—

Where, in any Act passed after the com-

mencement of this Act the word ‘‘may’’ is
used in eonferring a power, such word shall
be interpreted to imply that the power 8o con-
ferred may be exereised or not, at diseretion;
and where in any such Aect the word ¢‘shall’?
is used in conferring a power, such word shall
he interpreted to mean that the power so con-
ferred must he exereised.
If the clause be passed as it stands, the Gov-
ernment may decide whether or not the elee-
tion will be held 12 months hence. If the
amendment he agreed to, the Government
need not be embarvassed at all because be-
fore the end of 12 months it can introduce
a Bill to extend the operations of this mea-
sure for a further 12 months by merely
altering #1942 to *1043.” I do not desire
to press the amendment if the Premier will
indicate his views, because if he is agreeable
the amendment need not be inserted here but
in another place,

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
the amendment and appreciate the faet
that the Leader of the Opposition does not
desire to hold up the consideration of the
measure. I will have the amendment moved
when the Bill is considered in the Legislative
Couneil, but, of course, I cannot say what
attitude members there will adopt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course not.

The PREMIER: I give my undertaking
that the amendment will be moved in the
Legislative Couneil.

Hon, C. . LATHAM: I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 move an amendment—

That the provise be struek out.

The Bill sceks to amend the Constitution Act
and under the standing orders & constitu-
tional majority is required for passing the
gecond and third reading stages. The pro-
viso will make it possible for members of
the Assembly at a meeting to pass a reso-
lution vequiring a geénéral election to be
held, and the Governor will he required to
give effect to that proposal. At any snch
meeting the resolution could be carried by
a simple majority, and vet that would affect
the Constitution Aet for which a eonstitn-
fional majority is required.

The Premier: I would have to eall Par-
liament together,
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Mr. HUGHES: Although any legislation
affecting the Coustitution Act would require
a statutory majority, an ordinary majority
of, say, nine to eight could pass a resolution
which would nullify the amending legizla-
tion. [f the Bill becomes law Parliament
conlid by called together at any wmoment and
any amendment to the Bill could he cun-
videred in vespeet of the whole or any part
of it, as to which a constitutional majurity
is neecessary. Surely that is sufficient. The
inclusion of the proviso will®hot improve the
position. I think the Premier would be
well advised to allow the proviso to be struck
out,

The PREMIER : We think it is not right
at a time like the present to hold a general
cleetion, but the day may come when nll
pavties will agree that it is an opportune
time for an eleetion. The matter is deliber-
ately taken out of the hands of the (iovern-
ment, and the deeision is left entirely to
Parliament.

Hon. C, G, Latham: You mean, fo this
House!

The PREMIER: The Bill provides that a
resolution must be earried in this House be-
fore the Lieut.-Governor can be asked to
‘aanetion the holding of a general eleetion.
That means that the Legislative Assembly
must first be consulted. The reasons for the
election would have to be approved hy the
House, and cverything would be done in the
Jight of day. Tn such circumstances there
is little doubt that every member would en-
deavour to be present. The majority of
those present would have to agree to the
holdtng of an eleetion at an earlier date
than that specified in the Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In my opinion the
proviso repeals the Constitution Aet. All
that the Bill does is to prolong the life of
Parliament for one year. The clanse leaves
it open for an election to be held at any time
during the year.

The Premier: Only by resolution of the
House.

Hon. C, i, LATHAM: If an election is
held sabsequent to the passing of sueh a
resolution, will that not mean a repeal of
the Act? I support the member for East
Perth from the eonstitutional point of view,
for it does seem to me that the provise re-
peals the Constitution Aet.  Apparently one
Homnse, by resolution, is to be permitted to
set aside something the Constitulion Act savs
we may not do.
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The PREMIER: This Bill gives a per-
missive right to override the Constitution,
as it exists today without the pascing of the
Bill. Parliament would have a right to zv
on untii February, 1043

Ilon. C. G. Latham: You can arrange an
clection at any time during the year with.
out a resolation.

The Pu.EMIER: No. The Lient.-Governor
has to be satisfed that there i» need tor a
dis<olution of Parlinment, and he ean retuse
any reywest for a dissolution at any tinwe.
Must we call together two Houses of Par-
liamient about a matter in which only this
Iouse is eoneerned? Can it not he left to
memhers of the House to agree by resolu-
tion npon the date for the electian? Suarvely
members of another place are not required
tn be taken into consideration in a matter
of this kind.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why not?

The 'REMIER: They are clected in yuite
a different way from members of this House.

Hon. €. G. Tatham: Tt is a continuous
House,

The PREMIER: Members of another
place are elected for a term of six years, but
in this House members may find themselves
sent to the country at any time. There is no
needl to consult another place in this matter.

Hon. N, KEENAN: This Bill will amend
the Constitution and relevant statutes. Once
it passes it becomes portion of the Constitu-
tion Act. That Aet requires that any amend-
ment to it must be made only by the cou-
sent of an absolute majority of members,

The Premier: This proviso will hecome
part of the Constitution Aect.

Hon. N. KEEXAN: The Bill does not
amend the section of the Constitution, which
requires an ahsolute majority. If the Pre-
mier wishes to amend 1he new Constitution
he must do so in a way in which it is capable
of heing amended. It cannot be amended
by a side wind or by inference. There wust
boa a definite amendment of the particular
seetion of the Con-titution which requives
that every amendment must be earried in a
certain way. It strikes me that this is
going to he food for lawvers,

My, J. HEGNEY: The provise i~ inserfeld
50 that the House may be eonsulted if an
election is to be held before the expiration
of 12 months. Without that provisn, there
will be no need for the Government to ap-
proach Parliament for permission to hold an
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election.
month.

Hon. N. Keenan: No, 12 months,

Mr. J. HEGXEY: It is 12 months from
January, 1942,

Hon. N, Keenan: No, 1943 !

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is right. The
only justification for the exiension of the
life of Parliament is the peril in which the
Commeonwealth stands at present. If that
peril should pass before 12 months have ex-
pired, then it should he competent for the
Government to hold an election.

Mr. HUGHES : If hoth sides of the House
were to be consulted, I would have no ob-
jection. The Constitution provides that no
amendment to the Constitution may be passed
unless it is carried by an absolute majority
of the members present and voting. In order
to earry this Bill, there onght to be present
and voting 26 members in this Chamber and
16 members in the Legislative Couneil. As
the memher for Nedlands has pointed out
this Bill will, if passed, become pavt of the
Constitution. Will the Premier agree to add
after the word “resolution” the words, “car-
ried by a constitutional majority”?  That
would remove my objection.

Mr. McDONALD: I sincerely hope the
Government will aceept the suggestion of the
member for East Perth. The Premier
rightly pointed out that the extension for
12 months could not be effected without the
collaboration of the Opposition. I hope the
proposed amendment will be agreed to, so
that there may he no diminution of the feel-
ing which [ hope will prevail during the
period of the prolongation of Parliament.

Mr. HUGHES: 1If, My. Chairman, youn
strike out the proviso, you will not get the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN : There is an amendment
hefore the Chair.

Mr. HUGHES: I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment. T would sooner have it
withidrawn than have it thrown out.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 of the provise, after ihe word
“‘regolution’” the words ‘‘earried by a con-
stitutional majority’’ be inserted.

The PREMIER: The difficulty is that we
desire to finish the sitting this evening and,
in order to present the Bill to the Legislative
Couneil, it would have to be sent to the
printer to have these words included. So that
the Bill may he dealt with today, T will re-

The period is stated to he one
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quest the Leader of the House in the other
place to move this amendment.

My, Hughes: That will do me,

The CHAIRMANX: T have not put ihe
amendment hut the hon. member did move
it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed,

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill veported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
The PREMIER: I move—
That the Bill e now read a third time.

Question put.

AMr. SPEAKER: I have counted the House
and assured myself that there is an absolute
majority of members present. I declare the
question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Administration Act Amendment (No.
2).
2, Death Duties
ment.
With amendments.

(Taxing) Aet Amend-

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Watts, yead a first time.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Council’s Amendments.
Schedule of three amendments made by
the Couneil now tonsidered.

In Committee.

Mr, Marshall in the Chair; the Premier

in charge of the Bill -

No. 1. Clause 3—Add after the word
“King" in line 9, the words “or was a mem-
ber of any medical ecorps nwsing service
attached to any of the Forces aforesaid.”

The PREMIER: I had a discussion with
the Teader, of the House in the other place
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about this matter, 1 cannot assure the
House that the amendment is in exactly
the right place, but I agree with the senti-
ment it expresses.

Progress reported.

BILL—CHILD WELFTARE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considercd.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 6—Delete paragraph (a):

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Para-
graph {a) of Clause 6 proposes to delete
paragraph {b) of Section 2 which provides
for administering a whipping to a c¢hild.
We stood out to abolish that part of the
Act. Another place evidently desires that
that provision should remain.

Mr. Hughes:; Stand your ground and let
them throw it out!

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: It is a
question whether we propose to argue the
point in econnection with this matter. There
have been no whippings for 15 years. The
main reason for that is beeause during that
time no one eould be found to administer
a whipping. One whipping was actually
ordered but could not be carried out for
the reason I have just given.

Mr. Tonkin: Accept the amendment on
the understanding that a member of an-
other place undertakes to give the whip-
ping.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: It is
not worth arguing about. Should a whip-
ping be ordered 1 will, as Minister, do my¥
best to diseourage anyone from giving it
I move —

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I hope the
Minister will not agree to this. Certain
members of this House have laid down a
principle by which they are prepared to
abide. This iz a clause which we passed,
I helieve, unanimously. It went through
without a “'no.’’ I am not sure what the
voling was in another place, but a consid-
ershle number of members voted for the
whipping. They are medieval in their out-
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look. Some of them can hardly remember
when their own children were young. To
give a child a spanking when it is naughty,
and can immediately be smacked, does ne
harm as the child soon forgets it, but when
a magistrate says that at a eertain {ime a
child is to be whipped, it alters that child’s
whole outlook on life. A feeling of hatred
against society will be engendered in the
child, L wounld prefer to have the Bill
thrown out to aceepting something with
which T thoronghly disagree.

Mr. HUGHES: Rather than that we
should accept the amendment, the Counecil
should be made te take the responsibility for
throwing the Bill out. Surely we are not
going to let it perpetuate an anachronism
like whipping! The Minister must be be-
coming anactiie to give way so readily.

Mr. STYANTS: We should not retain on
our statute-hook a provision of this kingd,
which i3 fifty years hehind the times. Cor-
poral chastisement administered by a parent
is entirely different from a whipping in-
flicted by order of a court.

Mr. WATTS: The Council should be more
practical. There has not been a whipping
for 15 years and, when one was ordered,
nohody could be found to administer it. Tt
is of mo use refaining a punishment that
cannot he inflicted.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: As one
accustomed to blame another place from
time to time, I have been pleased to hear
the remarks of members. We seem to have
an all-party agreement on the matier, and
in view of that I ask leave to withdraw my
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: 1
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 18—Delete the words “and
one hundred and forty-two" in line 20:

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This is
conzequential, and I move—

That the amendment-be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 19—Delete:

The MINTSTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment is eonsequential on No. 4, which
was framed by the Government to alter Sec-
tion 124 of the Act in such a way as to meet
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requests made by mewbers on Clause 19, I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. New clause—Insert a new clause
after Clause 13, to stand as Clause 14, as
follows:—

Amendment of s. 124,

14. Seetion one hundred and twenty-

four of the principal Act is amended—

(a) be deleting the word “malicious.
Iy” in line five;

(b) by inserting the words “excupt
with the consent of the Minis-
ter” after the word “person” in
line five.

The MINISTER ¥OR LABOUR: I
move—'
That the amendment be agreed to,

This will mean that no information regurd-
ing the prosecution of a child shall he made
available except with the consent of the Min-
ister.

Mr. WATTS: T move—

That the Council’s amendment be amended
by striking out all the words after the word
¢fig’! and inserting the following in len:—
‘“hereby repenled and a mew sgection substi-
tuted as follows:—f Whenever any child has
been committed to the care of the Btate or has
been committed to an institution or has been
convicted under thiz Act, the fact of such
committal or conviction shall not be disclosed
to any person except with the consent of the
Minister or be admitted as evidence in any
court of law except a children’s court.” ??
The Couneil’s amendment to Seetion 124
does not meet the desires of members here.
Even with the Council’s amendment, the see-
tion would only prevent the convietion being
made public when the child was under the
age of 18. When a child attains the age of
18, apparently the conviction is not under
that ban. The desire was that no conviction
should he made use of in the case of a child
under 16, but we can forget that and adept
the age of 18. My amendment wilt ensure
that, exeept with the consent of the Minister,
* or for the purpose of making use of the
record hefore a children’s conrt, the record
of convictions or committals may not be
made available.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I ac-
eept the hon. member’s proposal.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed;  the Council's amendment, as
amended, agreed to.
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Resolutions
adopted.

A committee eonsisting of Mrs, Cardell-
Oliver, Mr. Watts and the Minister for
Lahour drew up reasons for not agreeing to
certain of the Council’s amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message according-
lv returned to the Council.

reported and the report

BILL—-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 2).

Couneil’s Amendments,

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Council further considered.

In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit.
ting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on amendment No. 1 made by the
Couneil to Clanse 3, as follows—

Ingert after the word ‘‘King'’' in line 9,
the words ‘“or was a member of any mediesl
corps nursing serviee attached to any of the
Forves aforesaid.’’

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
this amendment. It is one which we agreed
should be made, and I gave an assurance
that it would be moved when the Bill was
before the Legislative Council. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3—Delete the word “direct”
in line 12:

The PREMIER : When the Bill was being
considered in Committee in this Chamber T
gave an assurance that an amendment to
delete the word “direct’ would be moved in
the Council. That has heen done, and thig
Committee is asked to agree to it. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Conncil’a
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clanse 3—Add at the end of Sub.
section 1 the words “and the expression
‘active service’ means any service oulside
Australia as a member of any of the said
forees.”

The PREMIER: There was considerable
discussion in this Chamber in regard to the
interpretation of “aetive service”  This
amendment is the Couneil’s short definition
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of the term, and as it embodies the views of
this Committee, T move—
That the amendment he agreed fo.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL—DEATH DUTIES (TAXING)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s 1 mendments.

Sehedule of nine amendments made by
the Counei! now considered.

In Caomuiitlee.

AMr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
ir. charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—Insert after the word
“King in line 16 the words “or was a
niember of any medical corps nursing ser-
viece attached to any of the Forces afore-
said ™

The PREMIER: This Bill and the one
just dealt with are correlated, one being a
taxing measure and the ather an administra-
tive measure. This amendment and amend-
ment No. 1 made to the previous Bill are
similar. 1T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. (lanse 2—Delete the word “direct”
in line 2, page 2:

The PREMIER: This is similar to
Amendment No. 2 in the previous measure.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pat and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

No. 3. Clause 2—Add at the end of the
proposed new proviso a paragraph as fol-
lows:—“For the purposes of this proviso
the espression ‘active service’ mesns any
service outside Australia as a member of
any of the said Forces.”

No. 4. Clause 3: Insert after the word
“King” in line 29 the words—"or was a
member of any medieal eorps nursing ser-
vice attached to any of the Forces afore-
said? - .. i :
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Xo. 5. Clause 3: Delete the word “direet™
in line 32.

No. 6. Clause 3: Add at the end of the
clause the following :—“For the purposes of
this proviso the expression ‘active serviee’
means any service ontside Australia as a
member of any of the said Forees.”

No. 7. Clause 4: Insert after the word
“King” in line 22 the words—*or was a
member of any medical corps nursing ser-
vice attached to any of the Forees afore.
said.”

No. 8 Clapse 4:
“direct” in line 25,

No. 9. Clanse 4: Add at the end of the
¢lause the following :—¥%For the purposes of
this proviso the cxpression ‘active service’
means any service outside Australin as a
member of any of the said Forces.”

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

Delete  the  word

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr. J.
Hegney in the Chair,

Vote—Railways, Tramways, Ferries, and
Electricity Supply, £3,407,980; (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [7.33]: T was
sorry to hear the Minister eonclude his re-
marks in introducing his Estimates last
night hy saying that the position of {he
railways would Dbe as usual. TIf that were
so, it would be a great pity. I have every
hope that the position will be greatly im-
proved as a result of the vear’s operations;
and already there are heartening signs ndi-
cative of that. T do not know whether it is
becanse new officers are in charge, but cer-
tainly the provision for meeting the require-
ments of the {ravelling public has hern
greatly improved compared with what was
apparent in previous years. I hope that
satisfactory state of affairs will continue and
that even greater efforts will be made to
raise the standard of the railwav service to
what I think it should be. There is cer-
tainly still room for improvement.
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I congratulaie the department on the ex-
eellent service rendered to certain country
districts where water had to be supplied last
year. In parts of my electorate in particu-
lar, where water supplics were exceedingly
short last year, the Railway Department
carried ont an excellent job in meeting the
situation, Unfortunately it may have to
repeat the effort this year because of short-
age of water supplies. At any rate, on he-
half of the settlers concerned, I congratulate
the department and thank the officers for
what they did last year. This time the sup-
plies in the railway dams are not sath<fae-
tory and, although the position could easily
be relieved by a good thunderstorm, we can-
not rely on that. I understand the railwayvs
are alveady taking steps to meet the heavy
demand that may be expected from the outer
districts where water supplies are exeeed-
ingly short.

During the course of his speech last night
the Minister made s peculiar statement when
he said he hoped the criticism by members
would not be harsh, He went on to intimate
that we could not compare the railways here
with thosc operating in the Eastern States
because the positions were not comparable.
We were also told we could not compare the
position regarding the State railways with
the Midland Company’s results, because the
ecompany had land to sell and that had to be
considered in conjunction with railway re-
turns. Before that we were told we could
not compare our system with the South
African system—beecanse the conditions were
different. In such circumstances, how the
dickens is it possible to make any compari-
son? Certainly there is not much left with
which to make if.

Mr. Watts: Qur railways are incompar-
able.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 am afraid we maust
adopt some method of making a comparison
and later on I shall do so in relation to
the Midland Company’s operations. The
. .fizures quoted hy the Minister were rafher
interesting but disappointing and that
applies also to the statistics embodied
in the annual report of the Commis-
sioner of Railways, Comparing the re-
sults for last vear with those of the pre-
vious year the Minister was able to diseclose
a certain improvement in relation to por-
tion of the railway service but, in making
such comparisons, we must go bhevond the

immediate past in order to secure a better
perspective. I shall show that the improve-
ment effected in connection with last year’s
activities has not yet reached the standard
achieved some years ago. For instance, dur-
ing 1940-41, 11,500,000 passengers were ¢ar-
ried, whereas for the year 1835-36 the nnm-
ber of passengers ecarried was 13,000,000,
Therefore the railways last year were
2,000,000 short nnder that heading. T claim
that comparison is quite legitimate.

We are entitled to expeet the railways to
show an increase in the nwumber of passen-
gerg carried hecause of petrol rafioning., If
the department provided a satisfactory ser-
vice, in view of the high cost of petrol and
the rationing of supplies people would he
ready to patronise the system. But the nr-
rangements are such today that it is dilb-
cult to get the public to do so. Let members
consider the position of the lines radiating
from Narrvogin out to Kulin and Ion-
dinin and other centres, and also the
line to Wickepin and Corrigin. Wicke-
pin is 160 miles from Perth and yet it takes
four days to travel from Wickepin to Perth
and bhack again. Two days are required for
the journey up and twe days for the jour-
ney down. In those circumstances people
cannot be expected to travel by rail.

The position is much the same regarding
Kondinin, but fortunately the Diesel coach
has been put on that line once a week and
I trust that will successfully meet the ve-
quirements. I hope the Diesel service will
be extended to other branch lines. In my
opinion the coaches should not be rum on
the main lines because the heavy rails will
take the fast {ravelling steam trains. When
Diesel coaches have not been availahle the
steam train has heen able to run to the
Diesel schedule showing that the fast steam
train ean give the same service. Then we
can take the parcels traffic in which connec-
tion the figures show that the department is
just holding its own. Last year the returns
showed that £185,000 was received on ae-
count of parcels traffic, whereas in 1939 the
returns represented £190,000, showing that
last vear £5,000 less was received than in
1939. There again room for improvement
is shown. Take the position of goods traf-
fie! Tast year 2,600,000 tons were carried
whereas in 1939 the tonnage totalled
2,860,000 and in 1938 the tonnage was
3,000,000. That discloses considerahle room
for improvement. The total earnings last year
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amouated to £3,500,000 odd, which is just
about the same as in former vears. In fact,
the total earnings have not fiuctnated very
ueh ginee 1935. The Commissioner in his
report also drew attention to the matter of
working expenses in proportion to earnings.
Last year the gross working expenses per-
centage to earnings was 77.20, whereas dur-
ing the previous year it was 79, in 1938 it
was 73, in 1936 it was 72, and in 1935 it was
71. That means that in 1935 the percentage
of working expenses to total earnings was
6 per cent. below what it is today. Theve is
certainly room for improvement there.

Last night the Minister drew attention to
the position regarding interest charges and
mentioned that the interest hill totalled
£1,030,279. It does not matter much what
the interest bill may he so long as good use
is being made of the money that is borrowed.
That is what has to be watched. If pro-
perly used, £1,000,000 may be an easily sup-
portable debt but if the eapital is not pro-
perly wsed such a sum may prove an insm-
mountable burden. The percentage of net
revenue to capital during the last five years
was 3.60 per cent., whereas for the pre-
vious five years the percentage was 3.80 per
cent. So the net revenue to capital has
fallen. These are matters to which the Min-
ister could very well draw the attention of
the Commissioner, because the amount of
the interest bill is not so frightening pro-
vided the money is put to the best use.
The Commissioner will have to make better
use of the eapital at his disposal. The sur-
plus of earnings over working expenses for
last year was £813,000. For the last three
years it amounted to £2,229,163, whereas
for the previous three ycars the total was
£2,767,954.  So that in those three periods
the average annual surplus of earnings over
working expenses was £300,000 bhetter. Again
the railways are slipping! As regards pas-
sengers, it is in the suburban traffic that
the department is falling behind.

The Minister for Lands: I think the
major loss wounld be in the country traffic.

Mr. SEWARD: For last year the snbur-
han passenger traffic carried eomprised
9,967,000 passengers, whereas in 1935 the
number was 11,300,000.

The Minister for Lands: But there is the
lnsz an super and wheat haulage.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SEWARD: I will deal with thag
direetly. On the figures I have quoted 1
think it will be agreed that the Commis-
stoner of Railways ean make a much more
thorough investigation and find that there
is room for wmueh improvement. A few
years ago—in faet, on several oecasions—
I complained of the fact that every year
when we come round to springtime we see
iron trucks going up and down the rail-
ways containing sheep for whiek no pro-
tection whatever is provided. What the
unfortunate animals must suffer with a foot
and a half of space above them in the
truck to keep out the air, and a fierce sun
blazing down on them! That is not fair
treatment.  Shecp buyers will not send
their sheep by the railway under those
conditions. They would sooner drove sheep
1IN0 or 130 miles. The sheep sweat in the
tineks and lose condition. Moreover, sheep
are also lost because the trucks are not
suitable.

The Minister for Hailways: That is ex-
ecptional.

Mr. SEWARD: It is not exceptional.
It oceurs vear after vear. A few weeks
ago I asked the Minister the following ques-
tions and received the following answers:—

Midland Sales.

1. Tg he aware that for weeks past stock
have heen arriving at the Midland Government
stock sales so late that frequently szles have
had to be stopped until further entries nrrived
cven 23 late ag 3 pom.?

XNo, these have heen isolated occasions, due
to mechanical failures when stock trains have
arrived late, but only on one occasion due to
a derailment has the arrival been as late as
3 p.m.

2, Are the delays caused by late arrivals of
traina or by defeets in the marshalling yards

At this time of year, fat stock sales are at
the peak and both railways and stock agents
are taxed to maintain the schedule.

I have taken a few examples during last
month, and the days sclected do not inelude
the day on which the last rake of trucks
did not arrive at the sale yards until 3 p.m.

Midland Saleyards.

19th November: 7 rakes of trucks were de-
livered at the rale yards. The first in at
4 a.n.; 6th in at 940 am.; last in at 12.13
pn. No rakes came in hetween 9.40 a.m. and
12,13 pm.

5th Novemlwr: 6 rakes were delivered, the
first 4t 4 am. last in at 11.35 a.m, After
5 rakes were unloaded, there was a drlay of
35 minutes hefore the empties were taken out.
Altogether, over an hour’s delay in moving
empties this day.
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29th October: 8 rakes delivered, the first at
3.45 am.; last at 1 p.m. Between the 5th and
Gtli, delay of 33 minutes in moving empties
out; 6th rake arrived at 10.10 and unploaded
at 1044, Ruke wnot taken away until 11,34,
7th rake unloaded at 12.25, not moved out
until 12.55; an hour and a half lost this day
through delay in moving out empty trueks,

The agenis have an efficient staff which
unloads a rake of 30 to ) trucks in a
quarter of an hour, but their work is nulli-
fied by the long delays in having the empty
trucks removed, and this despite the fact
that a railway engine is on hand, as are the
neeessary railway offieials to direet and
perform railway work. I direct the Minis-
ter's attention to these delays and ask that
measures be taken to obviate them. T also
want to eall attention to the number of
sheep trucks in commission—I refer to
four-wheel vehieles. Today 480 are in
commission, the same number as last year;
while a year previously 430 were in use, the
figures for the four previous years being
378, 378, 373 and 367.

Dealing with the improved type of sheen
trucks, I point out that of 6XA., 204 were
in use last year as against 200, and 144 and
92 for the three preceding years. 1 com-
mend the Minister’s attention to these
fizures because while there has been a certain
increase, theve is still a great demand
for these trucks. It is not right to send down
sheep in iron trucks that were originally in-
tended for the bulk handling of wheat or
something of that deseription. Indeed, I
wonder the Society for the Prevention of
Crue]ty to Animals does not take action to
compel the Commissioner to obtain a betfer
type of truck for the transport of sheep.
The Minister also drew attention to the fact
that some of the inerease in the money re-
ceived from passengers was due to soldiers.
I was very much afraid of that, and I re-
mind the Minister that it was due in a mea-
sure to the great delay that took place in
granting concessions to soldiers travelling
last year. For a considerable time the sol-
diers were charged full fares. That was cer-
tainly most unjust to them.

Unfortunately T have again to call atten-
tion to the ecoaching stock on the Great
Southern line, the line I travel on mostly.
We have continuous chabges of the coaches
on the line, That was the first thing I
noticed. For a run of about a month there
will be a eertain coach on the train. That
eoach might be fairly up-to-date. Certainly it

is not new, but it is fairly well renovated.
That coach is taken away and a most dilapi-
dated coach is substituted—uwith blinds ald
torn, which will not stay down, and in every
respect unattractive, These carriages are an
absolute disgrace to the depariment. One
has to shake the dust out of the sheets
before getting hetween them. People will
not travel in earriages like that. On a main
railway it ought to he possible to set aside
half a dozen coaches and keep them per-
manently on the line. These remarks may
also apply to the South-Western Railway
end ofher lines.

The Minister for Railways: One has to
take the good with the bad.

Mr. SEWARD: But we get all the bad.
We would like to have a bit of the good,
i it ean be spared. MMy colleagues from the
Great Southern district will bear out what
I have said regarding the coaches. Another
matter T would like to draw the Minister's
attention to is the disgraceful bnilding ot
Spencer’s Brook for the aecommodation of
the vefreshment room eontractor. If that
building were in Perth it wounld certainly be
condemned as pnfit for human babijtation.
Yet it serves as a habitation for the ¢on-
{ractor and his wife and four or five young
girls employed therc. All those people are
herded into that building, whbich is a dis-
grace to the railway service. Tt is high
time those people were given at least a de-
cent place to live in. I would like to see
attention given to this.

Another matter to which I desire to draw
the Minister’s attention is whether or not the
contraetors for railway refreshment rooms
are bound to supply certain things. Take
the refreshment room at Chidlows! Last
woek when coming down I could obtain no
fruit at the stall. The girl said there was
no fruit hecause the contraetor counld not
get any. That is a ridienlous statement in
view of the fact that Perth shops are stocked
up with fruit, T think the contractor must
be bound to supply certain commodities.
Surely some conditions must be laid down
as to that in the econtract.

The Minister for Railways: Is that the
only time the contractor had no fruit?

Mr. SEWARD: It is only a late oceur-
vence, and I have not known it to happen
before. That was an Tuesday morming last.
I desire te call attention to the fact that in
the “Government Gazette” of the 26th Sep-
tember, 1941, appears a notice of an altera-
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tion to the (ioods Rates Buok dated the 1st
October, 1941, Tt reads as follows—-
Page 30; from 1-10-1941:
Delete: —
Whent, bagged—ipecial
3s, 6. per bag.
Wheat., bulk—&Speeial grain, plus 9. per

grain, maxn.

ton.
Incert:—
Whent, bagged—Grain, max, 3s. Gid, per
hag.

Wheat, Lulk—Grain, plus 9d. per ton.

That is rather unintelligible, unless one knows
what it is about, so I shall explain it for
the benefit of memher=, It means that from
the 1st October Inst wheat freights have been
inereased, {hrough eiremmstances for which
the wav alene is vesponrible, by 3s. 1d. per
ton on an average haul of 141 miles, or 1d.
per bushel. There has been an increase
from 12s. 4d. per fon (special grain rate)
to 15s. 3d. per ton (grain rate), with a
maximum of 3=. 61, per bag on all bagged
wheat. That applies to wheat shifted to
some port which is not the nearest port.

The Minister for Railways: That is to
envourage the trauspor{ of wheat to its
natural port.

Mr. SEWARD: Nothing of the sort. The
Minister knows very well that that is not
s0. Tt is simply to put a tax on the wheat
that has to he taken to another port due to
war exigeneies.  The Minister need not shake
his head.

The Minister for Railways: You are defin-
itely wrong.

Alr. SEWARD: T am definitely right, as
shall be pleased to prove to the Minister
Wheat that is taken to the nearest port is
charged a special wheat rate. T shall take
the average haul, whieh the Commissioner
poinis out iz 141 mites. Tf the wheat is

taken nnder the speeial rain - rafe,
there is a charge on it of 3s. 1d. per
ton less than the grain vate. Tn other

words, it is 1d. per bushel. That means
that for the 141-mile journev, instead of
the charge heing 12s. 4d. a ton, it iz 13s. 5d.
a ton when grain rate is charged. T also
point ont that in addition to the increase
of 3=. 1d. per ton on this wheat, if is sub-
ject to a surcharge of 9d. per ton for hulk
wheat.  As 93 per ¢ent. of the wheat handled
last vear was bulk wheat, it means that on
the average hanl of 141 miles, there is addi-
tional freight of 3s. 1d. per ton plus 9d. a
ton. That is for wheat that cannot be gent
to its nearest porf, but has te he deflected to
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Fremantle on aecount of the war. That is
a most unfair imposition. The wheat grower
is not responsible for the faet that the wheat
cannet be shipped from Geraldton. This al-
~0 applies Lo other ports, but 1 am dealing
with Geraldton, Wheat from that district
must now he taken to Fremantle in order
to be shipped; that is not due lo any fault
of the grower, but to the war. T shall give
the C'ommittee some figures. If the wheat
is bronght down on the Midland line, the
distunee 15 306 miles; so that instead of a
treight of 19s. 6d., the freight is 24s. 1d,, an
merease of 4s. 7d. above the speeial grain
rate.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
in favour of wheat being shipped from its
nearest port?

Mr. SEWARD: 1If that wheat were
brought down via Wongan Hills, the dis-
tance would he 397 miles. That wounld in-
volve an increase of.Gs. a fon in the freight,
50 that, instead of the freight being 24s., it
is 30s., equal to 2d. per bushel increase. Tho
Minister eannot put it over me that T am not
in favour of wheat being consigned to its
neavest port.

The Minister for Railways: You are argu-
ing ta that effect. ' '

Mr. SEWARD: No. T tried to make the
position clear to the Minister. The point is
that the wheat cannot he consigned from
Geraldton, beeause at present shipping does
not call at that port; so it has to bhe con-
siecned to Fremantle.

The Minister for Lands:
hagged !

My, SEWARD: T am not dealing with
that phase just now. Whether it is bagped
or hulk, the peoint is that it cannot be sent
from Geraldton hecause vessels do not call
there to pick it up. The growers should not
be charged 2d. a hushel extra for bringing
that wheat down to Fremantle. It is a gross
imposition on them. We have protested
about it hefore and I protest against it
again tonight. I will read the regulation
in the “Government Gazette'—

When wheat in truck loazds (either hagged
or in hulk) is consigned:—

(a) To the nearest port,
(b) To a mill for gristing,
(¢} To any station for public auwction,
(d) After private sale (but not intended
for export) to any consignee within
the State,
the rate chargeable on bagged wheat will he

special grain, and on bnlk wheat, special grain
ptus &d. per tom,

And then he
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I do not want the Minister to think I am
saying anything against the ports of Gerald-
ton, Albany or Bunbury. Owing to the
war, the wheat must be sent to Fremantle,
and extra freight is charged to the farmer
on that aecount.

The only other matter to which I wish to
refer is the 9d. per ton extra on bulk wheat.
That has been ventilated several times dur-
ing recent years. I have always maintained
it is an unjust charge and that there is no
valid reason for it. Bulk wheat is casier
for the railways to handle than is bagged
wheat,

The Minister for Railwavs: No.

Mr. SEWARD: The trucks are loaded
quicker.

The Minister for Railways: No.

My. SEWARD: That has been the ex-
perience of the Midiand Railway Co.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. SEWARD: Allow me to finish. When
bulk handling was first introduced, the Com-
missioner for Railways decided to charge
this impost of 9d, 2 ton, hecanse he was
not too enthusiastic sbout bandling bulk
wheat, notwithstanding that it eost the de-
partment nothing to instal the system, The
Midland Railway Co. was even less enthus-
iastic and decided fo place an impost of
1s. 6d. per ton on it. This the company has
since removed, becawse it states the charge
is not warranted. Yet the Ratlway Depart-
ment says it is not sufficiently recompensed
even by the additional charge of 9d.

The Minister for Railways: That is my
opinion.

AMr. SBEWARD: There is something vadi-
cally wrong with the management of the
Governmeni railways when a private com-
pany can remove the impost and say there
is no necessity for it. I do hope the Min-
ister will not be bluffed by talk of that kind
on the part of the railways. IHe should ask
the department to supply him with Agures
and fully investizate the matter. If le
does, he will not he long in veaching the
conclusion that the impost js unjust and
should be removed. I also hope the Minister
will go into the other matters I have raised.

MBR. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.10]: It is not
my intention to delay the Committee long
on these FEstimates: hut, in view of the fact
that between £25,000,000 and £30,000,000 of
public money is invested in our railways, 1
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think it right that members should eriticise
their control and management. 1 have not
mueh criticism to offer upon my experience
of the Great Southern line, but there are
one or two matters to which 1 desire to
draw the Minister’s attention. The Commis-
sioner of Railways has no right whatever to
charge excessive rents for refreshment rooms.
That is utterly wromg in principle and T
shall give the Committee an instance that
has come under my notice in my own elee-
torate. It proves there are one or two
serews loose in the methods that have been
adopted by the Railway Department for the
last 25 or 3¢ vears.

Is the Commissioner justified in asking a
widow to pay £3 per week for the right to
sell vefreshments at the Wagin railway
station? Members are aware that the travel-
ling publie for the last 13 or 20 years has
stendily deelined, cspecially in country dis-
tricts.  Farmers who formerly let contracts
for eclearing and development now have
their  farms fully  improved, go that the
travelling to and fro of the people who
wndertovk such contracts has diseontinued.
But the Commissioner still charges £5 a week
for the right to wse the Wagin refreshment
rooms. The lessee has not only lost the
capital she put into the bosiness but has had
to walk ont penniless. I have made protests
about {hese ouirngeous charges from time
to time, but without any resnlt whatever.

The Minister for Railways: The refresh-
ment ronms are let by tender.

Mr. STUBBS: I have iravelled in the
middle of winter from Newdegate fo Wagin,
a distance of 110 miles.  Women and
children were in the train, which arrived at
Wagin after midnight. They had to wait
fwo or threc hours before they could get
a cup of tea. These may appear to be small
things, but nevertheless they are serious, as
the vesult has been loss of patronage by
women and children of onr spur lines. The
refreshment rooms at Wagin were estab-
lished some 28 or 30 years ago, hut they
have been empiy now for two years. Why?
Becanse the department insists upon such
a high rent. 1t may be said that the rooms
are advertised by the department.  The
Commiszioner mizht say, “We advertised the
Wagin refreshment rooms, but did not get
2 tender,” Ts that to be wondered at, when
the last tenant, after having repeatodly
tried to gef a reduction in the rent, had to
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walk out peoniless? The Commissioner did
decide to reduce the rent py £1 a week, but
in the meantime the patronage had deelined
fo such an extent that the woman walked
out with only the clothes she stood up in.
I ask the Minister, in the right spirit, to
see that the railway refreshment rooms are
maintzined in a proper way. Travellers
who have paid their fares are entitled to
obtain refreshments at a reasonable priee,
and they cannot do so if the Commissioner
charges high rents for the rooms. They
should have been established, and I think
they were, with one important object in
view, the convenience of the public.

A few weeks ago it took me from 7 a.um,
to 7 pam. to travel 100 miles from the
Great Eastern line to the Great Southern.
That journey should have been aceom-
Plished in far less time. Is it any wonder
that a large number of people refrain from
travelling wher they have to put up with
that sort of inconvenience? The carriages
on that line are obsolete. If the Minister
or the Commissioner, denies the truth of
my assertion, I wounld like them to make
the journey, and they will find out that the
complaint I am making is not one of carp-
ing eriticism. It is made with one object
in view, namely, the desire to get back, by
speeding up, the traffic which has been lost
through long journeys at night-time, I
am sure the Minister’s officers have the
desire to do the best they ean to secure
revenune but, unless the public gets the or-
dinary conveniences which are sometimes
lacking, especially on the spur lines, and
while high prices are charged for refresh-
ments at the station refreshment rooms,
the traffic that has been lost will never he
regained.

I endorse some of the points raised by
the member for Pingelly, and especiaily his
remarks on stock travelling in the heat of
the day for long distances without proper
overhead protection. I have seen that oe-
enr on several occasions. During the course
of a couple of days’ journey, 10 per cent.
of their weight is lost. If trucks could he
put on, capable of preventing stock from
being in the sun for a day or & day and a
half, it would be a step in the right direc-
tion. I ecommend to the Minister the
points raised by the member for Pingelly,
and the few vemarks I have made on what
I have noticed on the Great Southern line.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I hope an endeavour will be made t.
remedy what I consider is one of the rea-
sons why the railways arve not as popular
as they should be.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [8.20): I listened
with interest to the introduction by the
Minister of these Bstimates. I am pleased
to hear that he has an incomparable rail-
way service. He did not want it to be
compared with the various Australian and
South Afriean lines, as the member for
Pingelly pointed out. I assume the serviee
is an incomparable one in ihe best aceepta-
tion of the term. Personally, I use the
railways a lot.

The Minister for Labour:
provide much revenue!

Mr. BOYLE: I provide as much as does
the Minister. T have no personal complaints
to make.

The Minister for Lands: You are almost
friendly tonight.

My. BOYLE: They are working under
great pressure. In times like these. we
should he a bhit lenient in our eriticism of
this particular service. Today it has under-
taken a great deal of work which was pre-
viously earried out by motor carg and so
forth. The Minister says that the interest
bill on the railways is £1,154,000,

The Minister for Railways: That i1s the
whole of the interest hill. The interest on
the railways is £1,030,000.

Mr. BOYLE: T have protested repeatedly
against a prineiple that applies the whole
of the interest to the cost of the railways—
the £1,030,000 mentioned by the Minister—
which is a national service. Many of thesa
lines were built as developmenta] lines, and
political railways, in many instances. 1
mention the railway bunilt to Southern
Cross from the north, now known as the
““top loop.”’ I suppose there are not 10
per cent. of the settlers remaining between
Southern Cross and Mukinbudin. PBecause
of that, the rest of the scttlers in Western
Australia are plastered with the whole of
the interest hill. Queeusland and Vietoria,
have adopted a system of writing down the
eapital cost of railways, and that shounld
bhe done here. The excess of earnings over
working expenses amounted to £770,000,
vet the Minister tells us that we have to
face a deficit of £188,000.

The Minister for Railways: The excess
on the railwavys is £260,000.

You do not
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Mr. BOYLE: The difference is between
the £770,000 and the £1,000,000 intevest.
The Minister referred to wheat freight.
He did not emphasise that position as he
should have done. The figures in that eon-
nection, as given by him for the last year,
amount to £448,000. That was returned on a
21,000,000 bushel crop. This year, on a
37,000,000 crop, the Minister estimates a re-
torn of £360,000. Aectuslly, the freight, in
normal times, on that wheat at 145. a ton
would be something like £750,000. So, as the
Minister said, the wheat has to stop in the
country. He shounld point ont that the actual
revenue to be received will be short this vear
by £400,000 owing to the inability of the
authorities fo shift that wheat out of the
State. On the face of it, it appears as if the
wheat industry in Western Australia has de-
clined to the extent of the falling-off in re-
venue, whereas it is a potential revenue wait-
ing in the eastern districts.

I desire now to deal with a move local
matfer, These Estimates have, to us eonntry
representatives, a local significance which
often transcends their general importanee.

The Minister for Lands: I thought vou
looked very friendly when you got up.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister for Lands is
in an extraordinarily good mood. Perhapse
the proposed Parliamentary extension for
12 months has bucked him up. We are so
used to seeing him angry that I now feel
afraid of the Greeks when they coine bearing
gifts.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to
do with the railways,

Mr. BOYLE: There is in my electorate a
most important railway centre at Merredin.

Mr. Hughes: It is important for Merre-
din!

Mr, BOYLE: No. It is a centre which
elears all the traffic through to the gold-
fields. It does not matter where the traffie
comes from, it is cleared through Merredin.
To say that the drivers and firemen in Merve-
din are seething is to use a mild expression,
These men are working night and day, and
it is a disgrace to the Railway Department
that it will not vepair the engines. Re-
cently 56 lbs. weight of metal fell out of the
tyre of a wheel of an engine travelling from
Yellowdine to Merredin. The drivers ean-
not sit on the seats provided hut have to
remain on their feet. I heard the member
for XNedlands tonight cenfer an economie
faculty on Mervedin that it does not pos-
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sess. He referred to its railway workshops.
There are two railway fitters in Merredin
working arvound the clock in order to keep
these erocks on the road. It is grossly uvn-
fair to put on to the engine-drivers and fire-
men the responsibility of working worn-out
engines. I fear there may be a tragedy;
there may be a hreakdown involving loss of
life. The Minister wonld be well adviged to
have established at Merredin adequate means
of dealing with engines and roiling stock
which foday are operating at terrific pres-
sure, The men are called out at all hours
of the day and night, and the engine-drivers
and firemen cannot make nse of the facilities
for comfort provided by the department.

The local branch of the union has brought
the matter under the notice of the Commis-
sioner and wunder the notice of its own
union, I was, the other day, asked to inspect
an engine. I certainly am no aunthority on
engines, but the frame was cracked, The
lateral play in the boxes was noticeable. It
is possible to tell that His Majesty’s engines
are coming, long before they can be seen in
that country. The department is not justi-
fied in cheese-paring, or cutting down ex-
penses at the risk of a breakdown, or at the
cost of these men’s health and strength.

Reference has been made to the imposi-
tions on the earriage of wheat. If the nor-
mal wheat traffic of Western Australia were
taken into acecount—it is ahout £700,000—
there would be very little else for the rail-
wavs to do in the country districtz, Allied
with the wheat traffic is the wool traffie,
which is one of the finest paying freights.

The Minister for Railways: We have no
complaint ahout ‘wool.

My. BOYLE: No, certainly not! There
are, in the wheat belt today, between
6,000,000 and 7,000,000 sheep run as a side-
line to the wheat industry.

Hon. C. @, Latham: And the private Mid-
land company carries wheat cheaper than
the Minister does in bulk.

Mr. BOYLE: They imposed an amount
of 1s. 6d. per ton on bulk wheat, and after
12 months their conscience worried them and
they removed that impost. I am sure the
Minister has never inspeeted a wheat bin
and does not know the ease and facility with
which the Westralian Farmers Ltd., handles
the bulk wheat, fills these trucks and bhands
them baek to the department. There is no
such thing as demurrage in that regard. The
wheat flows from the bin into the truek.
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The Minister for Lands:
wheat walks in!

Ar. BOYLE: That would come under the
livestoek rates. Weevil is inseparable from
wheat. Only a little damp is needed and
weevil oceurs.  According to the Australian
Wheat Board, however, the loss from weevil
ix not very great. The member for North-
East Fremantle, T think, has some eause for
grievance on account of the inoths that come
out of the weevily wheat, but this continual
harping by the Minister and the railway
officials on the loss vesulting from the car-
riage of wheat has little foundation in faet.
I emphasise that the farmer does not live
by hrend alone. Wheat is a collateral to
wool and livestock. 1 notice that £145,000
of revenue is expeeted from livestock. Is
ihat carried at a loss? Of course not!

Hon. C. G. Latham: Xeither is the wheat.

Mr. BOYLE: Taking all the farm pro-
duetion, the department is much in pocket.
and T do not admit that the transport of
wheat is a losing proposition. Immediately
wheat falts this vear to £360,008, the Min-
ister announces a defieit of £260,000. The
cost of interest is 30 {o 33 per cenf. of the
tolal estimated cost of rnnning the railways.
We have a railway system working on the
capital cost of 40 or 50 years ago! Has
any depreciation heen provided? It would
be a far better proposition to impose a de-
preeiation eharge or a write-down charge to
bring our railways into a position compar-.
able with those of Queensland and Vietoria.

Mr. Rodoreda: What is the real capital
value of the railways?

M. BOYLE: That is a moot point. The
book eapital value is £26,000,000, but what
the veal capital value is I hesitate to say.

Mr. Rodoreda: Is it less than that?

Mr. BOYLE: Infinitely less.

My. Kodoreda: What makes you think
that?

Mr. BOYLE: TIs there any provision for
depreciation of engines, volling stock and
permanent way?  This s about the only
business in Australia where there is no at-
fempt te make a revaluation of the assets.
One matter T should like to bring under
the notice of the Minister appeals to me as
o surprising piece of meanness on the part
of the railway administration. 1 have to
ROy

The Minister for Lands: Well, do not say
it.

Some of the

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr, BOYLE: But it is demanded of me
that I do say it

The Minister for Lands: It will give you
disy-leasure

My BOYLE: The Minister is in a highly
facetious mood; I am not. Recently one of
the greatest catastrophes in the history of
onr railway system was narrowly averted.
A washaway occurred at Liveseys siding,
Thore was a eloudburst: six inches of rain
fell in a short time and the line was washed
away for over a quarter of a mile in a most
dangerous scetion. A constituent of mine,
Charles Legg, happened to he passing, saw
the condition of the line and realised that
the Kalgoorlie express was on its way to
the ficlds. e hattled for a quarter ¢f a mile
throngh water up to his waist to reach a
telephone, hail falling all the time, and not
knowing when he might tumble into a hole.
He warned Cunderdin which in turn warned
all traffic on the other side, and thus an
aceident was prevented.

Livesey’s erossing is not more than ten
miles from Cunderdin, and in 15 or 20
minntes the express would have entered that
seefion.  This washaway oceurred between
104 and 11 p.m., and only the providential
arrival of Legg at the spot averted an ac-
cident. Mr. Legg was public spirited enough
in risk his life hy hattling a quarter of &
mile throngh surging water to warn the offi-
cials and, for his pains he reeceived, at the
cost of a 2d. stamp, a letter from the Com-
nmissioner thanking him for notifying the
department. At the request of constituents
and friends, T wrote to the department and
was told that Legex had heen thanked on the
7th October and that was all about it. If
a man dives into the sea at Cottesloe and
rescues another most likely he receives n
silver or hronze medal or some recognition
from the Royal Huamane Society, and the
society insists mpon making a publie pre-
sentation of the award. Ministers and mem-
bers are asked to make the presentations.
Yet when Mr. Legz saves the depariment
great loss and doubtless is the eause of sav-
ing human lives, he receives a letter of
thanks! My. Lege has said nothing to me,
hut neighbours and friends have spoken of
the cavalier treatment meted out by the de-
partment, I would like the Minister to take
this matter up. It is a paltry way of treat-
ing a public-spirited man for an act of
heroism. Tlis action was more eold-hlooded
than that of plunging into the sea to rescue
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someone in distress. He had to make his
way through a quarter of a mile of raging
waters and meet all sorts of difficulties, bul
he did not hesitate. The department’s atti-
tude, I consider, 15 a erowning piece of de-
parimental ineptitude.

I hope the Minister will recognise the
work being done by the 200 railway men in
Merredin who are today cleaving traffic from
all over the State. They do not ask for
extra recognition, but they do want rea-
sonable tools of trade. They want to be able
to sit on the seats provided in the engines;
they do not wanf to return from their runs
with broised knees, shins and thighs through
being thrown about. The member for Kal-
goorlie knows something of this.

My. Marshall: You cannot bring him in,

Mr. BOYLE: He knows that what T am
saying is correet. I have been invited by
railway men to look at those engines; there is
no question of my barging in. T hope the
Minister will not wait until a major break-
down ocenrs. The permanent way is in ex-
cellent eondition, but what is the use of that
if the rolling stoek is in bad order? Tt is
not fair to the men workinz under very
great pressure. There have heen enlistments
from their number, and the other men arve
standing op to the joh. The department
should recognise their efforts by providing
decent tools of trade for them.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[840] : T wish again to direct the Minister's
attention to the numerous fires being caused
along the railway lines by locomotives. Al-
though we had a discussion on this matter
a few nights ago when the member for
Williams-Narrogin brought down a motion
regarding spark arresters, I feel fully justi-
fierd in again speaking on the matter tonight.
I ask the Minister to show some practical
sympathy toward the farmers whe are burnt
out. It appears to me that a farmer who
is burnt out, loek, stock and barrel, hag no
chance of sncceeding in a claim for damages
against the Commissioner. To try to recover
"“damages is futile. The Commissioner says
he is using the most efficient spark arrester
procurable, has burnt the dry grass in the
ratlway reserve, and has done all he ean to
prevent fires occurring; therefore there is
no liability on the department. Surely that
is wrong!

A farmer should not have a elaim against
the Commissioner unless he ean prove that
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he also has laken all reasonable precantions
to prevent his property from being burnt
out. Many farmers are taking these pre.
cautions. A number of them are losing a
great deal of feed by burning very wide
breaks in order to protect their properties,
but they have not been successful. The other
night we were told that certain people had
received £1,000 for inventing the best spark
arrester obtainable. T do not ¥now that it
is the best! If it is, it is o long way from
heing effieient, Otherwise these fires would
not be oeeurring so frequently. When I
travelled to Perth three weeks ago, between
Pinjarra and Byford, I saw no fewer than
a dozen fires caused by the engines. Such
fires arve oceurring almost daily. It is time
we made the department responsible for the
damage done from this caumse.

When I approach the Commissioner of
Railwavs about the fircs he is always most-
syvmpathetie, and 1 believe he is doing all
he can to prevent them, both by using the
spark arresters and by burning the grass in
the railway reserve; but surely it is an in-
justice to an individual when a public ntility
causes damage in this way. T ask that the
Minister give the matter further considera-
tion, and that when a farmer has taken all
reasonable precantions to protect his pro-
perty he shonld he compensated. In the
last few days there have heen some disas-
trous fires in.the distriet I represent, and.
some of the settlers have lost everything.
Twelve months' labour has gone for nothing
and in some cases more than that. This is a
great hardship on the settlers. In some in-
stanees not only has the farmer adjacent to
the railway heen burnt out, but farmers dis-
tant from the railway have suffered damage
through the spreading of the fires. I ask
the Minister to give this matter sevious con-
sideration.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is  eream. We are constantly told that
second-grade eream is not wanted. Further-
more, it is not payable to produce. ' Con-
stderation should be given by the depart-
menti to the provision of proper shelters for
eream at all stations. Again, the Minister
might discuss with his colleague, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, the advisahility of mak-
ing provision for the transport of cream in
railway vans. If eream is put into vans
where the heat can get to it, it deteriorates
very rapidly, and anything that can be done



to get cream to the factory as first-grade
eream should he done.

A very close study of the Commissioner’s
report has been made by the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) and he has referred
to the lateness of trains, Late runnings ave
common on the South-West line. It must
be admitted that the volume of traffic on
that line has increased tremendously. Had
it not heen for the war, portions of the line
would have been duplicated. Notwithstand-
ing the difficnlties, I sometimes wonder why
trains should be so late.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is the aceepted practiee,

Mr. McLARTY: Here is an opportunity
for the Minister to alter the practice and
to declare that it is not acceptable to him,
I know that in many instances it cannot he
helped, but something might be done fo en-
sure that the irains run to time. Perhaps
the question is a minor one, bat it is worthy
of the Minister’s consideration., The main
passenger train from the Sonth-West reaches
Perth about 8 o'clock at night. People
travelling from the country ‘do not spend
much time in Perth. It is usually a matter
of coming up one day and returning in a
day or two. The train gets into town too
late for them to go anywhere in the even-
ing. Here again I know there are diffieul-
ties. Trains come a long way and connec-
tions have to be made, but if the Sounth-
West train dould be brought into Perth
earlier it woitld he very mueh appreciated by
passengers.

I desire to say something in regard to
electricity cxtensions. It is a long while
gince the Minister visited the Serpentine-
Mundijong district, and he then expressed
the hope that the district would soon be sup-
plied with electricity. The extensions have
not heen made, but I exonerate the Minister
from all blame. The materials have not
been available and the work has not been
proeceeded with. The poles, however, have
been available for months and I am hoping
that the work will he proceeded with in the
near fature. I ask the Minister to give con-
sideration to adjacent districts which have
also asked for extensions. In dairying dis-
triets farmers find it extremely difficult to
chtain lahour, and the Minister wili realise
that if they can be provided with cheap
power much will have been done to solve
the problem of the lahour shortage. Fur-
thermore, the provision of electrieity would
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make a great difference to the life of the
farmers and settlers generally. I hope it
will not be long before the Minister is able
to tell us that thiy work will be ecarried
out.

I appreciate the courtesy I have always
received from railway officials, from the
Commissioner downwards. I know they are
always ont to help the public and give sym-
pathetic consideration to proposals that are
submitted. They are passing through diffi-
cult times at present and many of the
problems are hard to overcome. However, 1
feel sure they are doing their utmost to give
the public whatever benefits are possible.

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.53]:
I do not wish to delay the House very long,
hut desire to draw attention to one or two
matters that will cost the Railway Depart-
ment nothing in hard eash, but might be try-
ing to the administration. It seems to me
as though the travelling community does not
get the consideration to which it is entitled
from those in charge of the railway system.
People pay very high fares to travel by rail-
way and are entitled to every counsideration
and courtesy that can he afforded them.

Mr. Styants: Hear, hear!

Mr. MARSHALL: That they get courtesy
I do not dispute, but that they are shown
consideration I flatly deny. Like the mem-
her for Pingelly, I have given up complain
ing about the deplorable condition of the
rolling stoek, the engines and the roads, ete.
There was a time when I was very enthusi-
astic and constantly referred to this matter,
but now I realise that there is no finance
and in consequence it is of little nse com-
plaining, because the Government is without
money. I admit that the engineers and those
controlling our railways would he ready at
any given moment to repair all our dilapi-
dated coaches, to bring all our engines up
to a decent state of repair and properly to
modernise the whole system, but there is no
money and it is therefore a waste of time
to talk about the matter. TUntil we tackle
the cause of the trouble rather than the ef-
fects, we can go on complaining, without
much hope of redress. The state of affairs
to which the memher for Avon referred has
existed for vears.

Gradually conditions have bheen growing
worse and now, with the Inereased traffie
dne to military activities and the rationing
of petrol, the railways are in a most deplor-
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anle state. Engines that should be in the
shed being repaired have to be out on the
road. I have pointed out dozens of times
that it is no use anyone saying that the
knock of these engines is due to lateral play.
That is all rubbish. It is ordinary wear and
tear. That much is obvious from the sound
of the engines. I marvel at their being
able to draw the loads, because the Railway
Department, remarkable though it seems to
me, has a desire that the engines shall pull
the maximum load irrespective of the state
of vepair in which they go on the road. Any
man with experience knows full well that,
when there is a loose play in the brasses
and on the driving shaft, it interferes with
the eccentric and that interferes with the
power of the engine, Yet the engines are
expeeted to continue pulling the maximum
load and probably move. The day will come
when the engine-drivers and firemen will
throw up their jobs and then there will be
a lot of industrial tvoubles. We cannot ex-
peet them to go on handling these engines
which are getting worse and worse. I agree
with those members who have already spoken
on the matter. I want the Minister to under-
stand, as I said at the outset that, when
people pay very heavily for a privilege,
they are cntitled to reccive it.

I do not need to remind the Minister that
during excursion time trains from Wiluna
are invariably packed and we find that there
is only one conductor, who is permitted to
employ the casual labour of one individual.
Those two men econstitute the staff required
in some instances to make up 200 heds. By
the time the experienced man teaches the in-
experienced easual the night has almost gone.
And people pay 13s. for a first-class sleeper
and a very high premium for a seeond-class
sleeper! I believe that on some trains it
is possible to get the same casual to go on
the next excursion. He has had some ex-
perience by that time and he is a greator
help. On one oecasion I understand that it
was after midnight before the last few heds
were made up. That is a damnable state of
affairs because some of those beds were to
be oceupied hy women and children and
they were paid for.

The Minister eannot expeet to get any
casual labour from Wiluna. The competi-
tion for labour will prevent any poszihility
of his obtaining the services of anvone who
iz physically fit. He may be able to pick np
an old man or someone who would be alto.
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gether incompetent to render anything like
valuable serviece. I urge him to ensure that
those trains in particular are equipped with
more than one man hecause nearly all the
trains travel at night. One leaves at 9 p.m.
and another at 7 p.m. The Sunday train
leaves at 3 p.m. or 315 p.m. That is nat
50 bad becanse it allows a little more time.
However, beds cannot be made until night
falls, becanse to do so would inconvenience
passengers oceupying the compartments. It
is not fair to make exorbitant charges for
a sleeper and then deny passengers the
rizht to enjoy what they have paid for. I
ask the Minister to ensure that there is no
vepetition of that practice during the forth-
coming excursion period. It is most urgent
that irains travelling over long distances
outhick should be well equipped with water
bags. We know what terrifienlly high tem-
peratures are experienced in the outer gold-
fields, and how damunably inconvenient it
is if inadequate water supplies are pro-
vided on the trains. These two mattera
to which T have referred warrant immediate
attention.

Tt will he reealled by the Minister that
T have communieated with him regarding
the treatment extended to long-distance
lravellers, partieularty when the train on
which they are travelling runs hehind
schedule time. I have written to him twice
on 1his partienlar matter and in each in-
stanee T was travelling on the train and
spoke from expericnce vegarding what hap-
pened. Although the departimental officers
who drafted the repliea that the Minister
sent to me were actually truthful in the
statements they made, nevertheless their re-

presentations were, in  effect, misleading
and wrong. What 1 dealt with has
happened on =scores of oecasions in

conneetion with trains on which T have
travelled. Why the officers allow goods
trains—mostly comprising a long string
of empty trueks going ontwards to
gather in the harvest—to hold up passen-
ger trains that have been travelling for
over 30 hours 15 bevond my comprehen-
sion,

Mr. Seward: That is done along the
(iveat Southern lire as well.

Mr. MARSHALTL: T eannot understand
that being permitted. The train leaves
Wiluna st 3 p.m. on Sunday and does not
reach Perth until the Tuesday morning
following. When the train reaches the
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bills it is often held up for 10 or 13
minutes. Nobody knows why until they
hear a train puffing along with the clank-
ing of empty trucks. Any officer that
would permit the holding up of a long-dis-
tanece passenger train to allow an empty
goods train to pass should be severely repri-
manded. Long-distance travellers should
receive preference. I admit that the trains
I travelled by, in connection with which I
wrote to the Minister, were running be-
hind time, bul in one instance we got as
far as Bayswater when we were stopped
by the signal. We waited for some
minutes and then a suburban train from
Belmont swung past us conveying three
passengers or so—probably school-children.
The train on which I was travelling was
supposed Lo be non-stop and the only time
it was supposed to pull up was when pas-
sengers had to alight. After leaving Bays-
water the train was again held up at Mt.
Lawley or East Perth. The suburban train
that held us up at Bayswater had to stop
at each station, The train eould have gone
right through without inconveniencing the
suburban train, and yet the long-distance
passengers had to wait while an almost
empty suburban train was given precedence.

In the veplics to the two letters of
complaint 1 sent to the Minister the officers
smothered up the effect of my contentions,
and satisfied the Minister by saying that
they were always careful to give considera-
tion to long-distance travellers. They do
nothing of the kind! I want the Minis-
ter to understand that when I communi-
cate with him on such matters I do not
lodge eomplaints merely for the sake of
complaining. T take strong exeception to
the praectice of appealing from Caesar to
Caesar. The officers responsible for such
actions themselves frame the replies that
the Minister forwards in response to eom-
plaints. Naoturally the officers will frame
replies that will exonerate themselves, The
Minister should wateh that position, [
have long sinee hecome convineed that
members of Parliament are subordinate to
the bureaucracy comprising the depart-
mental officers. We have not the same say
in these matters as have the departmental
officers. That statc of affairs is gradually
petting worse. I would not have written
the letters to the Minister had I not been
convinced that bad management was re-
sponsgible,
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There is one other matter about which 1
desive to speak and that refers to the wait-
ing-room at Cue. The Minister replied to
my letter today, and I have sent him a
further communication because I am afraid
I did not fully explain the situation in my
earlier representations. The Minister's re-
ply was bhased o¢n the supposed fact that
the only prople to be inconvenienced were
those travelling from Big Bell to Cue. That
is not so. People from practically through-
out the district are travelling by rail because
of the absence of shipping facilities. A
fow may travel by air but mostly they travel
by train. They concentrate at Cue where
the train passes through at ungodly hours,
They reach there between midnight and 2.30
am. As the people have to travel long dis-
tances to the railway station they have to
prepare for the possihility of a breakdown.
By 11 p.m. all the husiness premises are
closed and the people have to wait on the
Cue station for hours for the train. We
cannot depend on the trains being on time.
No. 73 which goes to Wiluna is frequently
two hours behind schedule time, Certainly
inguiries made at the station enable pas-
sengers to get information regarding the
running of the train hut that is of Iittle
avail,

Theve is already a waiting-room at the
Cue station and all that is necessary is for
the premises to be given a coat of paint, a
stove to be installed in the room and & label
put on the door indicating that it is a wait-
ing-room. Surely people are entitled to that
muoch convenience. I have put in many a
miserable night waiting on the station, and
I have trespassed on the generosity of the
station staff by making use of their office
and their coal fire.  But what about the
women and children who are not so for-
tunate? The department has plenty of giant
stoves even in elose proximity to the station
at Cue, and they could provide this neces-
sary convenience. I hope the matters to
which T have drawn attention will Teceive
immediate consideration by the Minister and
his officers. If what I have drawn attention
to is continued in the future, the Minister
can look forward to some more heated dis-
cussions in this Chamber.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.13]): I take
this opportunity to pay a tribute to the rail-
way officials regarding the manner in which
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they seek new business and eare for it when
they obtain it. The business I refer to re-
lates to the transport of goods, some by
means of the C.0.D. system. I have often
wondered why that system is not utilised
more, and I can assure the Committee that
my firm has availed itself of the epportunity
to some extent and has always found the
system satisfactory. When goods are sent
by rail similarly satisfactory resuits follow.
It is not an easy proposition in a couniry
of sueh tremendous distances as is the case
in Western Australia to earry on a railway
service satisfactorily. I know that there is
need for painting and renovation of some
of the stations and other properties of the
department, but we have to remember that
Western Australin offers most unusual diffi-
calties because, as I said, the distances ave
50 great; to which I should add that the
number of our people is relatively so small.
With respect to the eare of passengers I
have no complaint to make. I admit that
I do not travel by trains very often, but
when I do I thoroughly appreciate the ser-
vice I receive.

The Minister for Lahouwr: Is it really
necessary for you to make this speech?

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps it is not really
necessary. The hon. gentleman interjeet-
ing is not associated with the Railway De-
partment—and I very much doubt whether
he does utilise the railways to any extent, for
living as he does in the move or Jess aristo-
cratic atmosphere of Ministerial cars, this
would be a little heneath him—hbut I have no
wigh whatever to discourage him,

The Minister for Labour: You have had
more than your fair share of “Hansard”
this gession.

Mr. SAMPSON: Doubtless the Minister
has done some good work on occasion but
I have never heard of it; however, he is
not in charge of the Committee, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, and therefore if T am not abashed
you will not hold it against me, T am sure.
I desire especially to refer to a subjeet con-
cerning which T have spoken ever since T
have been in this House, and that is the
importance of extending electrieity supplies.
Year after year these requests have been
made, and Minister after Minister has shown
his sympathy so for as statements made in
this Chamber are concerned. I look back to
the long ago when Mr. Jack Scaddan was
Minister for Railways. There was no man
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more carnest, no man more eapable, and he
was the Minister who made the last exten-
sion which is in operation—I refer to the
supply of current to Canning Vale.
I have told this over a period of
the last 19 or 20 years, becaunse that
is the period since which no extension
of any importance has heen made. Follow.
ing the late Mr. Seaddan was Mr. John
Ewing as Minister for Railways; then there
was Mr. Jack Willeock, the present Premier;
his sueeessor was Mr. Fred Smith, and the
present MMinister is Mr. Emil Nulsen; and
all these gentlemen were thoroughly con-
vineed of the need for extensions. They have
not hesitated to express their keen desirs
that electvicity should be made available
throughout the outer suburban distriets.
These long-delayed extensions are cer-
tainly exasperating. It is difficult to under-
stand why a department, the job of which
is to provide these extensions, is not able
to do it. Now it is a matter of equipment.
Had the Government Blectricily Supply
Department been in the hands of private
enterprise, there would have been a good
stock of equipment when war broke out.
There is not a business of any imperiance
m Perth but had, when the war broke out,
a very large stock of the goods it bandled.
Newspapers like the “West Australian” had
enough newsprint to last them for two or
three or more years, and the same remark
applies to other newspaper offices. That is
mercly referred to by way of comparison,
Mr. Doney: Comparison between what?

Mr. SAMPSON: A comparison between a
privately-condueted enterprise and one that
is under the control of the Government. I
am sure every Minister has been prevented
from purchasing the equipmeni which he
should have purchased in order to deal with
this matter properly, thus enabling exten-
sions to be made. You, Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, I am sure, have heen caused much
anxiety because you have heen unable to en-
joy the satisfaction of at long last seeing an
extension completed. There is lack of cop-
per wire. Why? Go to the ironmongers
and members will find that they knew, as
everybody knew, there was to be a war.
What was done departmentally? No action
was taken, and when the war broke out the
discovery was made that the copper wire
held by the department amounted to very
little. The trouble was lnek of money—not,
T am sure, lack of sympathy. How differ-



2756

ently—and I think I am justified in saying
this—does the Federal Government deal with
matters! It is time we awoke and saw our-
selves, lind a good look at ourselves, and
examined ourselves with respect to the man-
ner in which we carry out the work we are
appointed to do.

Mr. Donex: We have heen doing it,

Mr, BAMPSOX : Within the last few days
the Federal Government has revised the
telephone rates.  Whilst the metropolitan
area i= well earved for, being mostly under
the eare of the Perth City Council, the South
Perth Road Board, and other loeal authori-
ties in regard to extensiens of current, where
the outer suburban areas are concerned and
dependence has to be placed upon the Gov-
ernment there has heen no progress, or pro-
gress has been very slight indeed, I acknow-
ledge the consideration given by the present
Minister to what T have said earlier, as to
Iack of equipment having prevented the
work from being done. The Federal Gov-
ernment, as I set out to say, has greatly
reduced telephone charges and encouraged
people to live in outer-suburban distriets,
But how different is the result of the eontrol
of electricity by the State Government! The
story has heen told on various oceasions. 1
do not know that it makes very muck dif-
ference. T ean only hope that these ex-
tensions will be made and that the people
whe live ip our outer-suburban areas will
be shown the same consideration as is re.
ecived by people living in outer-suburban
areas elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

[Mr. Barshall took the Chair.]

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [9.25]:
There are only two phases of the Railway
Estimates I wish to discuss. In view of the
lateness of the hour I would not deal with
them were it not that I think the Railway
Department is adopting a very dangerous
policy, and a most undesirable policy, in
neglecting the maintenance of its permanent
way, its locomotives and its rolling stoek. This
neglect is made evident by the Commission-
er’s report itself. Examining that report we
will find that in many instances the neglect
ig plain. As a matter of fact, there has been
saved ahout £30,000 by a lesser replacement
of sleepers, lesser maintenance of permanent
way, and less attention paid to maintenance
of locomotives and rolling stock. Page 61
of the report states that the number of loco-
maotives and locomotive boilers that went
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through the Alidland Junction Workshops
has been far less during the last 12 months
than it was in the previous 12 months, and
much less than the average that is put
through those shops. We also find that the
amount of repairs and overhauls is much
less this year than previously.

The number of locomotives which passed
through the shops in 1940 was 198, and the
number in 1941 was 172. Locomotives thor.
oughly overhauled in 1940 numbered 101,
and in 1941 the corresponding number was
only 75. Of locomotive boilers 188 went
through the shops in 1940, as against only
160 in 1941. Those thoronghly overhauled
in 1940 number 71, as against only 61 in
1941, Turning to page six of the Commis-
sioner's report we find that maintenance of
Ways and Works in 1940 cost, in round
figures, £635,000, as against £603,000 in 1941,
£32,000 less being spent on maintenance of
the permanent way in the latter year. We
find that maintenance and lubrication of
goods vehicles ecost £532,000 in 1940 and
£482,000 in 1941, or £50,000 less, despite the
fact that the Commissioner’s report dis-
closes that 15,000 miles more was run by the
loeomotives and rolling stock throughout the
State in the lafter year.

That i3 a most dangerous praectice to
adopt, especially at this time. The Commis-
sioner states that the “locomotive stock’—
or locomotives in use—has heen reduced
during the 12 months by ten. He claims to
have 243 locomotives in good condition, 86 in
fair condition, and only five bad locomotives
in the serviece. Travelling from one end of
the country to the other and knowing the
majority of the men who operate the loco-
motives I wilt say that, if the figures were
reversed, 243 locomotives in fair condition
and 86 in bad condition and only five in
good condition, they would be much nearer
the mark. The men complained. Despite the
assurance of the Commissioner of Railways,
who of course is informed by bis technieal
advisers that these locomotives are in gond
eondition, T repeat what T bave said in
this House previously, that if I want to know
whether a locomotive is in good running con-
dition T go to the man who operates it, and
not to the man who turng it out of the Mid-
land Junction workshops.

One has only to stand on a railway sta-
tion, or in the vicinity of a locomotive haul-
ing a train, and listen to the clatter that re-
gsounds as it goes by, to know its real con-
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dition.  The bearings are worn, and the
noise is more like that of a 10-head battery
than anything else I know of. I do not say
that that is the case with all the locomotives.
Btill, I was speaking to the generai seeretary
of the Locomotives Drivers’ Union, who re-
ceives reports from all over the country con-
cerning them, and those reports are from
the men who operate the locomotives; and
the general secretary said to me that never
before in the history of the State has the
locomotive stock been in such poor repair.

All this has heen brought about by obso-
lescence and by the superheating of loco-
motives which were not made for it. The
present Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr.
Mills, roundly condemned it. He toid me
that the E class locomotives, which were con-
structed scientifically in a frame to carv a
i7-inch saturated cylinder, should never
have been superheated. Not only were those
engines, which were intended to earry 17-inch
saturated eylinders, saperheated, but a
19-inch snperheated cylinder was put on
them. The result is that it is almost impos-
sible to keep the engine in reasonable eon-
dition. With the 18-inch evlinder, these en-
gines are over-powered and their {ractive
effort is too great for their cohesive foree.
(Great diffieulty is experienced by the men
in handling them.

Because they are over-powered, the engines
kneck themselves to pieces in a very short
time. That is something which never should
have oceurred. That superheating of en-
gines is an advantage is evidenced by our
P class engines. These have a 20-inch super-
heated eylinder built into a frame to earry
the cylinder, the engine being built in pro-
portion. It is probably the hest class of
engine on our railways. The P class en-
gines—there are twelve of them—were
brought out either from England or Seot-
1and and were copied here. Numbers of
them built at the Midland Junetion work-
shops are now running on our railways. I
have both fired and driven the imported
engine and the locally-made engine, and I
think I am voicing not only my own opinion
but that of 75 per cent. of the men who
have fired and driven them, when I say that
the locally-made engine is the better engine
of the two. That is a great compliment to
the artisans of the Midland Junction work-

shops.
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Our locomative stoek is hapelessly abso-
lete. The Commissioner’s report discloges
that some of the locomotives were in traffic
before I was horn, and I am 48 years of
age, True, they have heen overhauled and
repaired from time to time, but the design
has never been altered. With the exeeption
of the superheating of some of them, the
engines are of the same type as they were
50 years ago. Surely, some advance has been
made in Jocomotive design during the last
50 vears! An idea of the obsolescence of
these locomotives ean be gained by studying
the toble set out in the Commissioner’s re-
port showing the cost of operating the var-
ious types of engines. The estimate of the
hauling capacity of these locomotives on a
one in sixty grade, operating with a full
load, is a little deceptive as far as operating
costs arc concerned, hecause one locomotive
can haul 420 tons over a one in sixty grade,
while another Joeomotive ean only haul, say,
240 tons over that grade. Further on in the
report will he found the comparative ecost
of operating these locomotives, each hauling.,
100 toms. That gives a fair indication of
the relative values and merits of the loco-.
motives. ™

First we have the cshort distance passenger-
engine. The cost shown for a D elass engine
haunling 100 tons per mile is 9.74d.; for the
DS engine, which is a superheated D eclass
engine, the cost is 734d. per mile. The N
class engine, whieh is a four-wheel passenger
engine nsed in the suburban arveas, costs
14.78d. per mile. Members will note the
great difference.  The cost of an N class
engine to haul 100 tons a mile is almost
double that of a D class or DS class engine.
If the State were in a financial position to -
do so, it would certainly pay to serap the
N elass engine. Then we have the long-
distance passenger engine, The E class
engine costs 9.72d.; the ES, superheated E
class, costs 6.39d. The P class engine, which ~
1T have said is the best tvpe of engine in use
on our railways, costs only 5.55d. to haul
100 tons for a mile. What a ridienlous posi-
tion our railway management is placed in!
The railways have a modern engine, built
to modern standards, which will haul 100
tons &t 5.55d. a mile; whereas the other types
¢f locomative cost almost double that sum.
Then we have the short-distance goods K -
class engine, which, according to the Com-
missioner's report, was put into service in
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the year I was horn, 1893. To haul 100
tons for a mile with a K elass ongine costs
13.22d. The cost with the O class engzine is
13.07d. Then we have the long-distance
goods engines, as follows:—

Class Cost per mile.
O .. . .. 1L.364.
M8, . 10.164.
MSA, o .- .. .. 8704
F. .. .. .- ..o 1IL744.
7.8, . 8.44d.

The F and FS class engines are comparahle
to the P class engine, which ean do the
same class of work for S5%d. per mile.
A study of the report of the Railway De-
partment would, therefore, cause one to have
some sympathy for the railway management,
because of the fact that it is ecalled upon
fo operate engines so obsclete and costly.

The particularly had state of repair of
our locomotives has been hrought ahout hy
the Midland Junction Workshops taking on
munition work. When it was proposed that
the workshops shonld take on that work T
expressed the opinion, some 18 months ago,
that to take the operatives from the shops
and put them on to munition work was
inadvisable. It would have heen hetter to
allow the operatives fo concentrate upon
our locomotives and rolling stock. My opin-
ion has proved to he correct. Some five
years age our locomotives were in a bad
condition. The condition then improved np
to about two vears ngo, at which time the
men said the locomotives were in o better
state than they had heen for many vears,
It was then that the Midland Junction Work-
shops started on munition work., Tn-
doubtedly, that work is essential. But T ask
members whether it is net even more im-
portant to keep our loromotives and rolling
stock in perfect order. If our State were
invaded it would bo neeessary to transport
large quantities of war equipment and great
numbers of troops: and to do that onr loro-
motives and rolling stoek must he in perfeet
condition.

T also mentioned in the House o couple of
months ago that T eonsidered it was a short-
sighted poliecy for the mialilary authorities
to call ap for training our young firemen
and cleaners. The resnlt has been that thy
men rematning in the serviee have had to
work long hours: they work much overtime.
That is costly to the department. Further,
boys without any qualifications for the work
are put in charge of loremotives thronghout
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the length and breadth of the State. Some
of them had had only six weeks' experience
in raising steam in locomotives worth £10,000
cach. In more than one instance they met
with disaster becanse they did not under-
stand the duties required of them; they
dropped the fusible plug and did damag
to the boilev. They reaily cannot he blamed.
Some two or three vears ago a cleaner, who
had not the qualificalions necessary to look
ufter a locomotive builer, or any class of
hoiler under steam, dropped a fusible plug
in a boiler at the Midland Junction loco.
sheds and was dismissed from the serviee.
In my opinion, the officer who put an un-
qualified man in charge of a locometive boiler
under steam was the person who should have
been dismissed. Had it not been for the
Loeomotive Engine-Drivers’ Union, which
teok the ease up for the hoy and issued an
ultimatum demanding his reinstatement, the
hoy would have had to go through life with
the stigma of dismissal from the Goverm-
ment serviee.

Theve arve instances of hoyvs with only six
weeks' service who have been sent out fiving
on the main lines. That is unfair to the
driver, who has to accept the rvesponsihility
far hoth jobs., Tt is quite impossible to teach
u hov to fire an engine in six weeks, and the
department well knows that it is impossible:
but the department also knows that the
driver is compelled to do the two jobs, Driv-
ing a loecomotive demanids constant vigilance,
particularly in thickly-populated aveas. Tt
certainly is a full-time job. OFf eourse, 1
realise that it is necessarv to call up our
voung men for military fraining. They must
be taught to defend themselves and the
country and to wse military equipment. But
the time these boys are ahsent from the
shops, thus eausing the employment of in.
expericneed men, is not going to be worth
mauch, because i this eonntry is in danger,
those younz men will be ealled upon not to
use weapons but tn waork our locomotives.
Therefore, T sav that it ix a short-sighted
policy on the part of the military authori-
ties to withdraw these young men from their
oecupation=, Tt is a practice which shonld
not he tolernted and ought to be discon-
tinted. The Commissioner well knows that
fhese voung men will not he called upon te
use the weapons they are now heing trained
to use: unquestionably, their services will
lie required by the railways if the State is
invaded.
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I am particularly concerned about the
fewer number of sleepers which are being
used to replace existing ones. I can remem-
ber six or seven years ago what was called
the belated repairs programme put inte
operation at a cost of £100,000 each year,
for three years. That money was spent
on reconditioning the road beds of the rail-
ways of this State.

My, Doney: When did that arrangement
start ?

Mr. STYANTS: About 18936 or 1937,
Some indication is given in the Cammis-
sioner of Railways’ report as to the num-
ber of sleepers that had to be replaced
during those years. To my way of think-
ing, not only is ib a wrong policy to adopt,
but it becomes an expensive one in that a
considerahly higher propnrtion of derail-
ments takes place,

Mr. Doney: Ts not a similar condition
threatening now?

Mr. STYANTS: If it iz continned at the
same rate as has prevailed for the last 12
months—that is €50,000 less on the main-
tenance of rolling stock and locomotives,
and £35,000 less for sleepers, for main-
tenance of the track—in two or three years’
time we will have arrived at the same
perilous and dangerous position as existed
six or seven years ago,

Mr. Doney: That is what I mean,

Mr. STYANTS: According to the Com-
missioner of Railways' report, during this
last 12 months, 310,190 sleepers have been
used on re-sleepering, and in 1940 352,341
sleepers were used; 42,000 Jess in 1941 than
in 1940, In 1939, 34,000 more sleepers
were used than during the next 12 months,
and in 1938, 55,000 sleepers more. The
total used in 1941 for special work and
maintenance, was 316,739; in 1940 it was
392,000, or 76,000 more; in 1939 it was
63,000 more, and in 1937, which I think
was the last of the three-year period for
the belated repairs, 206,007 more sleepers
were used than during the previous 12
months. Members will realise that if this
policy is pursued for any length of time
we will not only have another belated re-
pairs programme staring us in the face;
hut if an emergency should arise—and it is
on the eards that it will—that the railways
are required for special purposes we will
find that neither locomotives, rolling stoek
nor permanent way are in a condition to
give the necessary service. I hope this

policy of skimping on these particular
portions of the serviee will not be pex-
severed with. 7
Mr. Doney: It is the very worst form of
economy I can think of at present.

Mr. STYANTS: At this time of our
history, with a national erisis looming
ahead, it is suicide not to keep the loco-
motives, rolling stock and permanent way
in good repair. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways, in his report, says there has heen un
increase in rents of £2,559. I cannot under-
stand that, when rent restriction wus
taking place in this State, Presumably it
is obtained from the extra rentals received
[rom the refreshment rooms. The excuse
can be offered that these rentals are called
for by public tender. The Commissioner,
under the provisions of the Railways Aet,
has to eall for tenders each five years. If
a would-be proprietor tenders a higher
price than was previously operating, it
would be testing human natare to the limit
toe refuse to take it.

Mr. Seward: A private individual could
de it.

Mr. STYANTS: It is a wrong poliey to
incrense the charges for refreshment room
services or dining ecar services. It would
mean that the public would get a poorer
and more expensive type of ecatering.
Goodness knows, the type of eatering in
this State for our railway passengers is at
a sufficiently low level at present! It would
be difficult to find, in any railway system
in Australia, sueh poor catering as takes
place in our railways, I have heard com-
parisons made between the meals supplied
on the ‘‘Westland''—our interstate train
running from Perth te Kalgoorlie—and
those supplied on the trans train, That is
not a fair comparison hecause the pas-
sengers on the ‘Westland'’ are charged 3s.
for breakfast and 3s. 6d. for dinner, while
on the trans line the average is 5s. per
meal. The majority of people who travel
from Kalgoorlie to Perth do not require a
heavy three-course meal. T have ofter aud-
vocated that there should be something in
the nature of a buffet ear supplying a meal
for about 2s. It would then be possible
for all classes of the community to have
meals on the train. If a working man
travels from Kalgoorlie to Perth with his
wife and two children of ten and twelve
years of age, it costs him at present 14s.
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for tbe evening meal, Tt is more than he
can afford to pay.

For those who are not able to afford 3.
6d. per head for a meal some kind of service
is provided whereby tea and foast is served
for 1s. Five years ago travellers could get
a cup of tea and two slices of toast for a
shilling, and many passengers availed them-
selves of that service. It bas, however, fal-
len ofi about 100 per cent. On occasions
when I have travelled from Perth to Kal-
goorlie [ have tried both the meals and
this light refreshment service so as to test the
complaints T reecived from my constituents.
The light refreshments proved to be most
deplorable. | was served with a picce of
toast made from a sliee of bread which had
been cut in halves and had been intended
to be eaten with the meal on the dining
ear. It was a wafer-like piece of hread
which had Dleen toasted on one side and
burnt on the other., For my shilling I aiso
received ong cup of tea.

Mr. Doney: I am surprised at your heing
taken down to that extent.

Mr, STYANTS: They say there is a fool
born every minute, I have ene or two other
matters to deal with, one of which is in con-
nection with the dining-car serviee. People
complain to me that the employees of the
diniog-ear sleep in the dining section of the
coach, and that the proprietor of a hoarding
and lodging-house would not he permitted
to fix up beds in the dining-room for the
convenienee of lodgers. That is what is
ocenrring, and ¥ know it. It has been going
on for the last 25 years. When the dining-
ear is taken off at Southern Cross, Yellow-
dine or wherever it may be, the employees
sleep in the dining saloon portion of the
car. That is something which should ha
investignted by the Health Department.

Another thing which should he dealt with
is the matter of the second-class sleeping
aeccommodation provided on the express lrom
Kalgoorlie. Passengers are charged Gs. for
a sleeper and all they ave given are one
or two rugs and a pillow. No sheets are
provided. Would any member hore like to
sleep in rugs without sheets, knowing that
those rugs bad probably heen used by all
vlasses of people for two or three months
previously? It iy disousting, repugnant,
and definitely unhealthy! One sees peopls
travelling around with a rash on their faces
or necks. They use these rugs and pull them
up around their necks. The next passenger
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who comes along uses these rugs, and al-
though he was perfeetly healthy when he
started the trip he Gnds when be is return-
ing that he has the same kind of rash break-
ing out on his neck. I admit that these
rugs are fumigzated from time to time, hut
not after every trip. The Health Depart-
ment should not permit this practice, A
second-class passenger who pays 6s. for a
sleeper shonld he provided with sheets. If
25 were paid for a bed at the most tumble-
down shack in this State sheets would be
supplied. 1f a hoarding-house keeper did
not supply sheets and the matter were re-
ported to the Health Department, T am
certain the Commissioner for Public Health
would compel him to o so. The Commis-
sioner would not tolerate such an unhygienic
practice.

Mr. SBampson: Our charges ave very low
in comparison with Amerien.

Mr, STYANTS: That is all I wish to say
ahout the railways, I realise the difficulties
under which the Commissioner and his staff
have to operate. 1t is almost impossible for
them to show a decent financial return be-
cazuse we have made provision for depreeia-
tion repayment on previous loans. We have
now arrived at the position when out of
every £1 the Railway Department earns--
not every pound of profit that it makes over
working expenses, but every pound earned—
approximately 6s. 4d. goes out in interest.
Almost 30 per eent. iz nbsorbed in interest.
Once would need to he a genins indeed to
operate a concern such as the railways and
show a profit in the eireumstances,

T pay a tribute to the Commissioner and
kis staff for the services they have provided
under these disadvantageons conditions.
Most of the officials of the department are
men whae have risen from the ranks by sheer
merit, and they have justly carned their pro-
motions. T kuow from my experience of
working amongst the men that the traffic
staff, drivers, firemen and cleaners ave as
capahle and ellicicnt as any class of men
in the same calling in Australia, and that
if they were given hetter conditions they
would obtain hetter results. In view of the
ohsoleseenee of the rolling stock, I consider
that they put up a particularly fine pee-
formance and deserve all possible credit for
the finaneial results obtained.

MR, DONEY (Williams - Narromin)
[10.1]: T desire to draw altention to what
T regard as the very raw deal being meted
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out by the railway authorities to a body of
workers, namely the ticket collectors. Simi-
larly affected are men in adjoining similar
grades, ineluding guards and shunters and
Possibly others. Some of these are able and
ambitious men and equally capable of per-
forming far more important duties than or-
dinarily fall to their lot.

The trouble is that there seems to be no
channel through which they may advance
to better jobs. That is not fair. These men
seem to have no spokesman in the Chamber
because, although these disabilities have ex-
isted for many years—certainly for the 13
vears I have been travelling on the railways
consistently—T do not reeall that their
troubles and trials have ever hefore been
referred to here. To be graded as a ticket
collector means to remain a ticket collector
for life. This is very unjust. Life can
hecome very irksome indeed under those con-
dittons. What will the Minister do to im-
prove their lot? Will he afford them access
to better jobs? 1 do not know whether he
has been brought face to face with the prob-
lem.

The Minister for Railways: I have not.

Mr. DONEY: And yet I have heard com-
plaints on this score for at least 13 years.
I am not referring s¢ much to the ticket
collectors who are better known to us and
act as conductors on the trains; I am refer-
ring to those who follow the occupation at
the various barriers on the larger stations.
They drag ont a dreary and uninspiring sort
of existence over the years, doing the same
job this week as thev did last week and with
ne hope at all of getting any better job.
I hope the Minister will do the decent thing
by these men and show for them a way out,
step by step, {o some more responsible job.
The Minister iy listening to my remarks and
T hope he will not forget all about them or
merely pass the matter on to the Commis.
sioner, who will simply reply, “It is not
convenient to do anything.” I want the
Minister to look into the matter and, if
he 1s personally convinced these men are suf-
fering an injustice, as I feel sure they are,
he himself will decide that something be done
and see that it is done within a reasonahly
brief time.

The Minister for Railways: They should
make some effort for themselves.

My. DONEY: They cannot earve a chan-
nel to a better job; a channel is not officially
afforded them. Tn some other seetions of the
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servige means ave provided for men to rise
from poor jobs to better jobs and ultimately
to the highest of all, that of Commissioner.
Napoleon used to say that every private sol-
dier carricd a marshal’s baton in his knap.
sack. Why should not that equally apply
to all railway men in respect of the Commis~
sionership? T leave the matter to the Min-
ieter, and if he does not do something, I
ghall he bitterly disappointed and shall have.
to take the first opportunity of re-submit-
ling it to this Chamber.

MR. HILL (Albany) [10.5]: To hear
about the deplorable condition of our rail-
ways must give anyone serious ocause for
thought. There is no doubt that the trans-
port services of this State require a lot of
overhauling and putting into shape. I have
heard it said that three things are required
—legislation, organisation and administra-
tion and that, of the three, administration is
the most important. I say without hesita-
tion that the condition of our railways, our
ports and other transport activities is dne
to the fact that there is no transport admin-
istration in this State. I would like to see
the Commonwealth Grants Commission take
the matter up with the State Government,
tead the report of the Federal Transport
Committee of 1929, and tell onr Government
that it is not going to get a penny from the
Commonwealth until it intelligently carries
out all the well-considered recommendations
of that committee. T

The outstanding recommendation of the
committee was that all transport should be
brought under one ministerial head and that
there should be a transport department to
deal with the whole problem. I have hefore
me a copy of the “Journal of the Institute
of Transport,” of New South Wales, When
I was in the Eastern States last year, I bad
the pleasure of lunching with the Minister
for Transport in New South Wales. The
journal contains a report of his address to
the institute in that State. One of the finest
addresses I have read on the subject of
transport was that given by the President of
Transport in Great Britain, Sir David Qwen,
in 1932. He concluded his remarks by say-
ing it was essential to consider the problems
of trausport as a whole. He referred to the
need for continuous and scientifie study of
the problem.

“The golden age of railways,” he eaid
“has passed, but railways under wise eontrol
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still have a useful function to perform. The
self-propelled road vehicle is eapable of use-
ful but not unlimited serviee to the com-
munity, but the tendency is for the workers
in the various activities to look upon their
particular job as the end instead of the
means to some other end.” Ie went on to
say that the railways were inclined to look
upon the ports to act as feeders to the rail-
ways, and he visualised the time when the
various means of transport would be regu-
lated in such a way as to best serve the com-
munity as a whole. Ports would be seen in
their true perspective, acting as links between
sea and land transport.

in a report prepared at the insligation of
‘the Commonwealth Government appeared the
remarks of Sir George Buchanan. He troly
said that poris are a medium or eclearing
house between sea and land transport. On
the ports, their efficiency and proper loca-
tion, the whole system of transport de-
pended. The trouble with our transport and
railway services, apart from the lack of
scientific administration, is that ports are
uot seen in their true perspective. In South
Africa where the transport problem is being
handled better than in any other part of
the world, there is no hesitation about divert-
ing trade from oune port to another if by so
doing economies can be effected. In the old
days of bullock wagons and sailing ships,
we needed many ports. In these times we
need a limited number of properly-equipped
ports. Instead of acting on expert adviee,
the Government has divided the State into
port zones. Those zones are shown on the
map T have in my hand supplied by the
Railway Department. It reminds me of the
mape we used to draw at school. I strongly
object to the port zone system particnlarly
because it has proved a hopeless failure.

We have been told by the member for
Kalgoorlie of the deplorable condition of the
railway rolling stock.  Since the present
Premier has occupied that office, our rail-
ways and ports have made a loss of 2%y mil-
lion pounds, and here in the largest self-
governing unit in the world we have the
port of Fremantle handling 90 per cent. of
the trade, while half of the population are
concentrated in the metropolitan area. The
zone system based on an unsound port poliey
is the cause of much of our trouble. Many
references have been made to the losses in-
curred hy the department on the haulage of
super. There is one class of traffic that
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eanses far more loss than
of super, and that is the haulage of
empty trucks. In 1927 (we gentlemen
visited my orchard—Mr. C. W. Harper
and Mr. John Thomson. I asked them why
they did not have all the wheat eonveved to
Albany, and they told me the department did
not like taking wheat to Albany because
there was no back loading. I informed them
that super worka would overcome that diffi-
culty, and they said the works should go
to Bunbury. I replied, “1’ut them there and
vou will regret it.”” That was early in 1927.
In the *West Australian’ of the 25th April,
1929, the present Premier anmounced that
the Government had asked the super eom-
panies to erect works at Picton to provide
back loading for the wheat trucks. If we
go down the South-West line in a normal
year, we find a continual stream of empty
trucks going to the South-West. If we zo to
Albany, there we find a stream of empty
trucks eoming from that port. If we could
put the cost of running those “empties” into
figures, we would find that the blunder of
putting the super works at Pieton is caus-
ing the railways a loss of £30,000 a year.

Mr. Abbott: The land around Albany is
not worth two hoots, and will not he for a
hundred years.

Mr., HILL: Sir James Mitehell, whose
opinion I respect, once said, “You do not
want to look around the King and Kalgan
Rivers. You want to look back a hundred
and fifty miles.” If we could find out what
it is eosting the State hecause Albany is not
obtaining the trade of its economie zone,
the figures would bhe astounding. The wem-
ber for North Perth spoke about the land.
We have to consider the whole of Western
Australia, not a section within a short radius
of one town. Wheat should not be trans-
ported by the shortest route; it should be
sent by the most economtical route, I have
figures showing that out of £500,000 spent
on the regrading of railways, not one penny
has heen spent on regrading the Great
Southern line south of Narrogin.

the haunlage

The Premier: No wheat was sent to Albany
for vears.

AMr. HILL: None is being sent to Albany
today. Let me make a statement that the
Premier cannot contradiet. It would be
easy to provide n grade of one in a hundred
or hetter to Albany, and if the Government
spent as mueh money between Norrogin and
Albany as has been spent hetween Collie
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and Brunswick, the haulage to Albany would
he cheaper than it is to Bunbury. The Min-
ister savs wheat went to Albany. There is
none going to Albany today. He complained
in the “West Australian” that wheat should
go to the nearest port. As soon as wheat
was diverted from (Geraldton, out eame a ve-
gulation that if wheat was diverted to any
port an extra rate must he charged. That
does not apply to wheat diverted from
Albany. The wheat from the Albany zone, in
order to go to Bunbury, has te be hauled
an extra 80 miles on an average. Accord-
ing to the Premier that has resulted in a
very heavy loss. With o decent terminal at
Albany and a reduetion of the prade the
wheat of the Great Southern ecould be
handled more economically than it is being
handled teoday.

We ave at war with Japan, I have handled
six-inch guns and I ean visualise what hap-
pened when the “Sydney” got close to the
enemy. T wonder how long it will he bhefore
a six-inch gun is trained on the magniticent
target that our Government built in this
State at a cost of £70,000%

I desire now to refer to the Diesel
trains. I congratnlate the Government
on having made use of this form of
transport, which is a decided improve-
ment. T feel sure the service to Albany
is appreciated. It takes 12 hours 45
minutes to do the trip by Diesel coach, It is
a pity that the time could not be reduced
by half an hour, hringing it to 12 hours 15
minutes. T make that suggestion because that
is the time that Opperman took to ¢ycle the
distance.

I have a letter from the Minister for Rail-
ways dated the 4th December, 1941, wherein
he gives the returns of the Albany harbour
which has been under the conirocl of the
Railway Department for the last 13 years,
For that period the total deficiency was
£1,124. If the port of Albany had handled
the trade of its present zone, that defleieney
would have been converted to a substantial
_ surplus, When one considers the finaneial
returns of Albany, despite the way in
which it has been neglected, with those
of other poris, one finds them very in-
tevesting. TIf I gave the DMinister a
conple of million pounds he would he
very pleased, but here the State has a
very valnable asset which is neglected.
Consiructive suggestions have been asked
for. The Government has now the chance
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of its §ife. This side of the House has
agreed to abandon party politics for the
next 12 months, One of the greatest prob-
lemns we have is that of transport, and to
straighten that out will be a man's size
job. It should he a national and not a
party job. I can tell the Minister a way to-
improve our railways and our transport
geivices. Let him earefully carry out the.
considered recommendations of experis.

The Minister for Railways: Experts have
heen an abomination to Western Australia.

Mr, HILL: Whose recommendations has
the Minister endeavoured to ecarry out?
Sir George Buchanan, one of the greatest
transport experts in the world, came here
and was abused by the Premier. Today
we ave yearly losing three-quarters of a
million pounds on our ports and rail-
ways

The Minister for Railwavs: How do you
know ?

My, HILL: We have the returns hefore
ns, I read the returns that are laid be-
fore Parliament. Members of the (Govern-
ment ‘‘sling oft’’ at the transport experts,
hut has one member had a good word to
say about the Railway Department tonight ¥
The member for Kalgoorlie is a former
1ailway man. What did he say? Did he
praise the railway serviced

The Minister for Railways: His eritieism
was constructive.

Mr. HILL: I am offering coustructive
criticism.  Members of the Government
criticise the cxperts, but the taxpayers of
this State have to pay a tremendous price
hecause expert advice was neglected, The
Minister reminded me of one of the most
deplorable speeches T have heard in my life,
T nearly laughed on one occasion when the
Premier referred to the fact that for many
vears he was Minister for Railways and
spoke of his colleague, the Minister for
Works, as Minister for Transport. The
Minister for Works addressed the Chamber
of Commeree 2t Albany and I was present.
He said, ‘‘Ships will go to the capital
port.’”” T heard him first on that subject
in 1928. T said, ““Why did yon not earry
out the experts’ advice?’’ The Minister
for Works then replied with a remark
similar te that made by the present Minis-
ter for Railways. He said, ‘‘The experts
contradiet themselves and if we carried out
their advice we would soon be in a hole.”
If the Minister and his colleagnes had ecar-
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ried out the recommendations of the trans-
port experts——

The Minister for Railways: Is that what
vou would do?

Mr. HILL: I have listened to all of
them and I use my commonsense, but please
do pot interrupt me! After a while the
Minister for Weorks, again relerring to ex-
perts in o later part of his speech to the
Chamber of Commeree, said “We have ox-
perts and we must carry out their adviece.
We would be in a hole if we did not” It
is no wonder that the people langhed at
the Minister! We are at war today and
fighting for our very existence. One of
the most important problems we have to
face is that of transport. We have no
Minister for Transport and our transport
is in 2 chaotic condition. Consequently our
war effort is going t. suifer just because
our Minister and Premijer and their c¢ol-
leagues have ignored expert advice and our
natural advantages,

MRE. ABBOTT (Norvth Perth) [10.21]: T
hesitate at this late hour to refer fo matters
that are purely local to my distriet, but
North Perth bas a legitimate grievance in
connection with tramway sections. This is
not a new story but I want the Minister
to listen and give the matter his considera-
tion. The North Perth tram section starts
at the South Perth ferry, which is not fair,
beeanse it is not in the centre of the city
nor anywhere pear it. That is the shortest
section in the tramway system. One can
go from the Town Hall t¢ Thomas-street or
to the carbarn and in other directions and
all the sections start from the centre of the
city, but the North Perth section begins at
the river. I eomplained to Mr. Taylor aboui
this and he was quite frank with me. [
said it was not fair, and his answer was, “I
am not here to be fair. I am here to sce
that the tramways make money.,” I said,
“That may be your joh but this is & publie
utility and everyone should have veasonabi:
justive in eonnection with the matter.”

That is why T am voicing this protest.
I ask the Minister whether it wonld be pos-
sible for the twopenny sectien going north
to start from Wellington-street and end at
Walcott-sireet. That would be cxactly the
same distance as between the Town Hall and
Thomas-street, which is a twopenny section.
If anybody gets into a tram going north,
he can travel only os far as Bulwer-street
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for twopence and that is the shortest two-
penny section on the whole system. I do
not think it is reasonable that the section
should start on one side of the city, go
through the city, and a little way beyond,
beeause no one wants to use a section of
that kind—at least very few people want
to do so. I ask the Minister to tonsider
that point, I propose to take o more econ-
venient opportunity of stressing the matter
by correspondence, but I desired to bring
the maiter before the Committee.

MRS. CARDELL - OLIVER {Subiaco)
{10.25]: I shall speak for only a few
minutes on a question that I have brought
hefore¢ the Iouse previously. I cannot
conscientionsly ask the Minister to do any-
thing about the matter just now, but if he
could see his way clear to do something, I
would be glad. I refer to the height of the
stepgs on our trams. The Minister’s pre-
decessor promised faithfully that the steps
would be altered. He had them altered on
one tram aund that has been a great con-
venience, especially to women. T make a
special plea here on behalf of the health
of women who have habies, and who are
pregnant. Such women eannot get on to
the high steps of our trams. I think the rise
is considerahly over a foot. The first step
is near the ground and the second is very
high above if. The women to whom I have
referred are in sueh a condition as to be
unable to mount the high step without detri-
ment to theit heaith, and econseguently {o
the health of the nation. If the first step
conid be put a little higher there would be
a more uniform distanee to mount and it
would be a very great eonvenience to people,
espeeially women, hoth young and old. T
have a friend in the St. John of God Hos-
pital who has been there for nine weeks,
having fallen while irying to mount the
second step on one of the trams. T know
many other people who have made the same
complaint. Everv women's organisation has
J as<ed resolutions against these steps and
I plead with the Minister, if it is at all
possible, to effect an alteration.

[Mr. Withers took the Chair.]

MR, McDONALD (West Perth) [10.27]:
There are two malters to which T wish to
draw the Minister’s attention and they are
associated with Midland Junction. At that
rentre there i= a technieal =chool whirh iy
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one of the hranches of technical edueation
in the State. The pupils are instrueted in
conjunction with the Midland Junetion
Workshops- This branch of techniecal educa-
tion is one of & group of schools wherein our
boys are trained in various trades. T would
like the Minister to take up with the Minis-
ter for Education the question of an exten-
sion of these technieal facilities at Midland
Junetion through the workshops and through
other  industries now being  developed
throughout our State, and at the various
technical training centres. There are two
aspects of the matter. The first is that we
now know more than ever hefore that in the
light of the future every man will need fo
be skilled in some trade. The second is that
at present this country needs all the skilled
men it can secure, and it may be that through
these training centres it will be possible to
draw a current of young boys into the vari-
ous industrial centres to meet the demands
imposed by the war. We shall be short of
skilled men if the war eonfinues much longer
and it may be that by means of these young
boys of 14 or 15, we shall he able to over-
come the shortage of labour.

The time has arrived when the Minister
might well consider with the Minister for
Eduecation the diversion of portion of the
Edacation Votfe from expenditure on subjects
not of immediate eoncern to our war effort
to technieal training essential for that effort.
If we are spending £750,000 a vear, it may
well be, as a war measure, that a far lavger
proportion of the expenditure should be di-
verted from instrnetion on matters that will
not directly help us to win the war, for nse
in connection with hranches of technieal
edueation that will help to turn out a num-
ber of young hoys who will play an import-
ant part in our indusfrial effort, which must
be built up if we are to suceced. In my
electorate we have an important technieal
institution attended by 600 lads, which is
supplementary to the school at Midland
Junetion, where the boys ave partially
frained in the Railway Workshops.

The seeond matter to which T desire to
direet attention relates to a sertes of ques-
tions which I asked. T refer to the patents
taken out hy Mr. Watts, who at one time
was employed at the Midland Junetion
Railway Workshops. The patents include
a number of dJdevices for improvements
in railway workings. I am not in a
position to say whether the patents are
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effective or not, but the Minister, in the
replies e gave to my questions, said that
some of the patents had been given a trial,
I am informed that any trial given them
was on the basis of the old designs of 20 or
24 years ago, and that the new designs are
vastly superior to those tried out so long ago.

Me. J. Hegney: Have those patents heen
taken up by anyone else?

My, McDOXNALD: T do not think so. 1
would not have felt justified in drawing the
attention of the Minister to this matter were
it not for a letter published in the Press
in May last by My, R. N. Johnston, who
was for about 11 years works manager at
the Midland Junetion Railway Workshops,
in which he referred to the trial of Mr.
Watts's devices by the State Railways. In
the course of his letter, My, Johnston said—

It i3 hard to conceive what the barrier is

to the adoption of BMr. Watta’s patents in
future works, Ts it that our railway engineers
have not the courage to depart from the stan-
dardl text books of their childhood days? If
our British nation was endeavouring to fight
the present war with the standards of the last,
we would have been defeated long since. I am
writing this letter to try to arouse public inter-
est g0 that at least Mr Watts’s patents be sub-
jeet to a more careful and extensive serutiny
by a committee of expert engineers of both
States and Commonwealth.
It is claimed by those who sponsor these
patents that if adopted they would effect
economies in connection with our railway
svstem of between £400,000 and £500,000 a
vear. Those are astronomical figures and I
cannot say if the claim is or is not justified.
If such possible economies ean he effected,
or even if the c¢laims are justified to the
extent of a fraction of the amount stated,
the adoption of the patents would make a
vast difference respecting the payability of
our railwayvs., Therefore the claims appear
to justify further investigation. Obviously,
I am not in a position to pass judgment on
such matters but this man alleges that his
patents have not received a proper investi-
gation. I would like the Minister to take
the matter vup with the Commissioner of
Railways to ascertain whether or not there
is anything in the claim that these patents
should receive further investigation,

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan}
[1M.3A]: I support the remarks of the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald). I
have known Mr. Waits all my life and am
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acquainted with the long study he has de-
voted to patents in connection with the inter-
locking gear of our railway system. I cer-
tainly belicve theve is much in his statement
and T understand that his patents have re-
ceived attention in England, and that they
have been tried out in Somth Australia,
where—I am subject te correction in this
regard—they are actually in operation. Even
at this stage it would nof be amiss if a
thorough and complete investigation were
made of the patents put out by Mr, Watts,
He is well up in years and must now be
over 70, and probably at this stage anything
done respecting his patents will be to the
benefits of others. He has always been
recognised as a very capable man of a most
inventive turn of mind, particularly with
respect to interlocking gear.

My father was a striker with him at Fre-
mantle and later at Midland Junction, That
was long before he became foreman hlack-
smith at the Midland Junection Workshops.
During the years I served there T know that
Mr. Watts was always respected for his
keenness regarding these matters, and it was
recognised that there was a good deal of
substance in his claims respecting his inven-
tions. The present Commissioner of Rail-
ways, Mr. Ellis, is comparatively new {o his
duties and it would be well if he were to
authorise a further test of the matters, to
which attention has been drawn by the mem-
ber for West Perth.

There are one or two other questions lo
which I desire to draw attention. The Pre-
mier intends te leave for the Eastern States
tomorrow and, while he is there it would
not be amiss for him to take up with the
Federal authorities the question of the
standard railway gauge from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle. That national undertaking is
more a necessity now than when first
mooted. The question of the standard rail-
way gauge has heen debated at many con-
ferences of Premiers and Commissioners of
Railways, as a result of which the main re-
commendation was that the 4ft. Slbin. gange
should be made the standard for Aunstralia
as a whole. When I was a lad T rememher
the discussion regarding the projected con-
struction of a railway on the south side of
the river to link up Midland Junction with
Fremantle on the standard gauge.

It is more urgent now than ever before
that the main trunk line should he extended

[ASSEMBLY.)

from Kalgoorlie through to Fremantle, not
only from the standpoint of the transport of
troops hut for the development of the trans-
Australian railway system. The time is op-
portune to draw attention to this matter of
nuational importance. When the trans-Aus-
tralian railway system was inangurated by
the Fisher Government, it was recognised
that the system would not lie complete until
there was a stundard gauge track vight
through to Fremanfle. Sowme 30 years have
passed sinee then, amnd the project remains
still in the air. I vemember that some peo-
ple became interested in the project because
thev thought their properties would he ve-
sumed with the canstruetion of the railway
line along the south side of the wiver. I
hope the Premier will take up the matter
with the Federal authorities se that it may
he hrought to fruition. The time has arrived
when the transport system should he placed
under one authority.

Mr. Hill;: Have I made one convert?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: At present a good deal
of the transport service comes under the
jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, but the whole of our transport system
should be placed under one authority, and
the protit derived should be retained by the
hoard ox trust so that there might be a con-
tinuous development of the transport svs-
tem. There is need for electrifying the sub-
urban railways and there should be further
development of the trolley hus system, bhut
perhaps it is not much use talking of those
matters at present. We want econemy in
our transport sexvice, and whether it is con-
trolled by the Commissiener of Railways or
by a trust does not matter so long as we get
economical serviee.

The member for West Perth touched on
the system of technieal training for appren-
fices.  This has been in vogue for many
vears and was established at Midland June-
tion by the Seaddan Government. The build-
ing now being used is not suitable for the
training of apprentices; the studies of the
bhoys are interrupted by the noise of engines
blowing off steam, and it is diffieult for
students to concentrate. Having regard to
the need for training the hoys to hecome
cfficient tradesmen, funds should be made
avatlable for providing an up-to-date tech-
nieal school at Midland Junetion.

In years gone by I have agitated for a
siding bhetween Maylands and Bayswater,
and there is a fairly big file dealing with
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the matter, but the provision of a siding is
as far off as ever. The people living in that
part, in the absence of a siding, have to walk
to the tramline or go to Guildford-road and
patronise the buses. At one time the Pre-
mier was favourable to providing this sid-
ing, but the difficulty is the cost of main-
tenance. 1 appreciate this diffiealty. At
one stage there was a promise by a local firm
to provide £750 towards the cost, but it fell
through because the land changed hands. TIf
8 siding was put in, greater use would be
made of the railway.

The central railway station will either
have to be removed or greater facilities will
have to be provided for traffic to cross to
the northern part of the eity. Road traffic
should be catered for by subways or over-
head bridges and there are only two points
where crossings could be made over the
railway line. The delays to traffic under
evisting econditions are ecostly. If the
central station was moved to some other
site the value of the land might more than
compensate for the cost of making the
transfer. The suburban railway serviee 1s
altogether too slow having regard to the
needs of modern times. If the railway
svstem from the hills to Fremantle ecould
be electrified a great inecrease of revenue
would acerue. I mention these matters be-
cause thev are problems that will have to
be tackled in the near future and they are
ecrtainly vital to the development of the
railways and of the State.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—State Batteries, £95,970; Cave
House (including ecaves of the South-West,
ete.}, £123N6—agreed to.

This eoncluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported and the
adopted.

report

In Committee of Ways and Means.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

P, J. 8 Wise—CGascoyne) [10.50]: I
move—-
That towards making good the Supply

gronted to Fis Majesty for the service of the
rear ended the 30th June, 1942, a sum not
exeerding £7,119,378 be granted from Consoli-
dated Revenne fund.

Question pnt and passed,
Resolution reported and
adepted.

the report

2767

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Message.

Message fromn the Lieunt.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill

First Reuding.
Bill introduced by Llhe Minister for
Lands (for the Premier and Treasurer) and
read a first time,

Second Reading.

On motion hy the Minister [or lands,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Ministes
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4, Schedules A to D-—agreed
to.

Schedule E:

Mr. MeDONALD: Under Miseellaneous
Services there appears an item of £45,000,
additional capital for the State Shipping
Service. I would like to know the cirecum-
stances which necessitated this additional
eapital.

The MTNTSTER FOR LANDS: On be-
half of the Treasurer T have to state that
the item represents a transfer made dur-
g the bhalancing of last year’s bndget and
therefore appeared as an item under the
Vote of the Treasurer.

Schednle put and passed.

Schedule I':

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Appar-
ently there is n mistake in the Title, which
speaks of “erants made by the prescnt Par-
liament during its last session.” As we have
already passed a measure extending the life
of the present Parliament, those words will
require some slight alteration. This was in-
tended to he the present Parliament’s last
spssion, but we have oxtended the life of
the present Parliament.

The CHATRMAN: Tn checking up the
Title of last vear's Appropriation Bill, 1
find that the wording is exactly the same nas
that of this year's, exespt of course as re-
aavds the fignres.

Hon. (. ¢+, Latham: Very well,

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.



Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1941-42,

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
the State Trading Concerns for the yenr
ending the 30th June, 1942, now considered:
Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

Divisions—State  Brickworks, £37,735;
State Hotels, £56,132; State Implement gnd
Engineering Works, £88,610—agreed to.

Division—State Quarries, £12,036.

My, J. HEGNEY: The time has arvived
when the Minister should order an investi-
gation into the State Quarry at Boya, in
order that it might be put upon a paying
basis and become a competitor with other
quatrics in the metropolitan area. I have
been consulted ahout the state of affairs
at the quarry by representatives of the men
emploved theve, and have, with others,
visited and inspected it. If members will
examine the balance sheet of the guarry,
they will find that a erusher which cost
£8,000 has just been written off.  Other obso-
lete equipment is at the ¢uarry, and con-
sigts, among other things, of horse-drawn
drays. These drays and other eruipment
might have heen sold at the time they fell
into disuse. The ernsher, 1 am informed,
was not in use for longer than one day. It
is now obzolete, heeanse the machines at
present in use ave designed to erush stoves
to the smaller size now required for various
uses, T again visited the quarry on twe oc-
easions in company with a qualified en.
gineer. He suggested that the erusher, whieh
is on the flat portion of the quarry near the
railway system, could he rvemoved and a
crusher capable of erushing stones to o
smaller size installed in its place. If that
were done the guarry could he put on a
hetter paying hasis. At one time 120 men
wore employed there. Today, only 15 or 20
ave employed. T diveet the Minister's at-
tention to this matter in the hope that he
will order the investigation T have suggested
to he made,

Division put and passed.

Divigions—State Shipping Serviee,
£278,005: Rtate Sawmills. £659.166; Wynd-
ham Freezivg Works, £377.520—-ngveed to.
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This coneluded the Estimates of the Siate
Trading concerns for the year.
Resolutions reported and

adopted.

the repomt

BILL—MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND.

teturned from the Council with an amend-
ment,

BILL—FRUIT GROWING INDUSTRY
(TRUST FUND).

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAL ELECTION
POSTPONEMENT.

Returned from the Counedl with amend-
ments,

BILL—MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND.

Council’z Amendment,

Amcndment made by the Council now con-
sideved,

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands (for the Premier) in charge of
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council’s amend-
ment is as follows:—Claunse 3, definition of
“loss of membership”—Add at the end of
the definition the words: “but a member
shall not bhe deemed to have lost his seat
mevely by the Legislative Assembly being
dissolved.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment is designed (o cover another
contingency. Members will recall that an
attempt was made to clarify the definition
of “loss of membership,” and it was de-
cided to leave it wide and not make specific
mention of anv case whereby loss of mem-
bership might be incurred. The amendment
secks to eover the time following a dissolu-
tion until a new member is clected. T ean
seo no objection to it. I move—

That the nmendment he agreed to.

S
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Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message aecordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAL ELECTION
POSTPONEMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedole of two amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

My, Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. C(Clanse 5; Delete the word “may”
in line 3 on page 3 and substitute the word
“shall.”

The PREMIER: The Committee will ve-
call that when the Bill was passing through
this Chamber certain amendments were
moved by the member for East Perth. In
order to expedite the passage of the mes-
sage, I suggested to him that the amend-
ments might he moved in the Couneil. T
gave him my assurance that, if he agreed,
that would be done. The first amendment
merely involves the substitution of the word
“shall” for “may.” The Committee will
recollect the discussion that took place on
that point in this Chamber. There being
no objection to the amendment, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

XNo. 2, (Clause 5—Insert after the word
“resolution” in line 11 on page 3 the words
“earried by an absolute majority”:

The PREMIER: This amendment deals
with the position where the House, by reso-
lution, can direet the Governor to issue a
writ at apny time that the Assembly, by reso-
lution, considers an election may be held.
That was the original proposal to the proviso
fo the last claunse of the Bill to which both
the member for East Perth and the Leader
of the National Party consider we should
add the provision that it shonld be by the
statutory majority. That is the provision in
the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the Premier's
attention to the fact that when the discussion
took place in this Committee the amendment

suggested was in these terms “earried by a
constitutional majority” hut here it is “an
absolnte majority.” I do not know that there
is very much difference.

The PREMIER: There is no difference,
because a constitutional majority is an abso-
lute majority and means that one more than
half of the members of the Assembly has
to vote for it. As this amendment means
the same as the one sngpgested, and the prin-
ciple is one which this Committce desired
to agree to—except for the point I took—I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions teported, the report adopted
and o message accordingly veturned fo the
Council.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) ([11.18] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
has heen passed in another place where it
was introduced by Mr. Piesse. He should
be complimented for tackling a matter of
this nature. 'This measure seeks to amend
the Administvation Aect in three or four
particnlars. The first amendment is one
which is purely to correet what is appar-
ently an anomaly in the present Administra-
tion Act, in that one seetion vefers to “one
or more’ sureties, and the next seetion re-
fers to “one or both.” The first amendment
i5 to ensure that two shall be the maximum
nmnber in orvder to comply with the sec-
tion which followed in the existing Aect.

The next amendment in the measure pro-
vides that where an estate of a deceased
person does not excead £1,000 and adminis-
tration is granted to the husband or widow
of the deceased, no surety shall be required
for the administration bond. Tt will be re-
membered that where the nett value of an
estate does not exceed £300, the whole of
it, under the Administration Act, goes to the
surviving husband or widow, Where the nett
value exceeds £500, the husband or widow is
entitled to £500 and half the balance where
there is no issue, and where there is issue,
the husband or widow is entitled to £500
plus one-third of the balance. Therefore, if
a person dies leaving property not exeeed-
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ing £1,000, the greater part of it, in some
cases three-quarters of it, goes to the hus-
band or widow. For those reasons it is not
unreasonable to dispense with sureties to a
hond in the case of estates not exceeding
£1,000,

The amendment was put forward primarily
because theve has arisen increasing difficulty
in gefting bondsmen to sign because, quite
aside from the large number who are un-
willing, fewer people are willing and able
to make the necessary affidavit of justifiea-
tion stating that after the payment of their
just debts and liabilities, including any
which they may have nnder honds previously
signed, they are well and truly worth £1,000,
or whatever the sum may be. I ean assure
the House that this difficulty is not an
imaginary one—especially in country areas.
It will be seen later in my remarks that this
measure is intended to deal, in other re-
speets, partienlarly with these arveas. This
state of affairs has, in fact, rendered it ex-
tremely difficult to get administration of at
least two cases to my knowledge. This may
be some departure from the usual practice
and, in fact, it is. But I remind members
that it is limited to an estate not exceeding
£1,000 where administration is granted to
the husband or widow. I have already pointed
out that a substantial share in the estate
would be the property of the hushand ox
widow in such cireumstances.

The next provision is that there shall he
no surety to the bend of the administrafor
required in respect of any portion of the
value of real estate upon which there is a
debt secured by mortgage., If theve is real
estate worth £1,000 with a mortgage upon
it to the value of £500, then there wonld he
ne surety asked for in regard to the amount
represented by the security of the mortgage;
the reason heing, of course, that the ereditor
under the mortgage is already fully secured,
and the asset of real estate eannot be shifted.
He is in a sound position. T am given to
understand that that is the practice at pre-
sent. But I am also told that there is no.
thing in the law itself which renders it ne-
cessary for that provision, as in the Bill,
to be earried into effect. The ohject of the
clause is to give statutory authority for the
reduction of the liability of sureties instead
of leaving the matter to the diseretion of the
Master, or the courts.

The third amendment is to provide that
in Section 28 of the Act the liability of any
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surety to an administration bond may be
reduced subsequent to the bond having heen
executed. Section 28 at present provides
that the court may at any time, on the ap-
plication of any person interested in the es-
tate, order the administrator to enter into
a further bond in such sum as the court may
direct. There are cireumstancees in which it
would he equally desirable for the court to
have the power to reduce the amount of the
bond. An example is this, that one some-
times has to get & guarantee horl from
an insurance company, and a considerable
number of years elapse hefore the estate ean
be fully administered. An estate might he
worth £1,000 at the beginning, but as infant
beneficiaries become of age and are paid,
so the amount is reduced, and I have known
of cases where difficulty has heen experienced
in arranging for a reduction in the pre-
minms, In other instances the administrator
has allowed the policy to lapse completely,
because of having to pay an annugl pre-
mium. I admit that Section 30 of the Act
provides as follows—

Lf, upon the application of a surety to any

bond, it appears to the court that the estate is
being or is in danger of being wasted, or that
the surety is being or is in danger of being in
my way prejudiced by the aet or default of
the person administering the estate, or that any
surcty desires to he relieved from further lia-
bility, the court may grant such relief as it
may think fit,
That presumes tke application of circum-
stances to which the amendment of this Bill
does not make any reference. It is entirely
a gquestion of the eourt's discretion in re-
ducing the liability for any reason it may
think proper, without having to eonsider
what are the provisions of Section 30.

We now come fo what is really the major
provision of the Bill. Tt is inserted with a
view to assisting people who live outside the
inetropolitan area. At present the Aet pro-
vides that district agents may be appointed
in areas outside of 30 miles from the metro-
polis. As a matter of faet that provision
is a dead letter and has never been made use
of.  References have heen made in this
House to the unfortunate position of per-
sons who desire to make personal applica-
tion which, of course, ean only be made in
respect of estates of less than £300 in value,
and who live in the eoantry. It was only last
evening, if 1 remember correetly, that two
or three members of this House dwelt at
some length on the unfortunate position of
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some of their consiituents, who bad heen
obliged to meke long journeys to Perth in
order to apply for administration for small
estates. In some cases that was hecause there
were no legal practitioners who eould as-
sist them, and in other ecases because they
were unahle to bear the expense which might
be entailed by that proeedure.

The Minister for Justice will agree with
me that it is reasonable to give the people
of the eountry distriets—by using the word
“country” I mean the rural, goldfields and
pastoral areas, and other areas nmot within
easy reach of the metropolitan area—the
right, so far as possible, to make personal
application. "The Aet, for many years, has
aunthorised the appointment of distriet
agenis, but the proviso is a dead letter.
Another clause in the Bill repeals the
existing provision and provides that “the
magistrate of every local court held at a
town bevond 30 miles from Perth shall be
and is hereby appointed to aet as a district
agent for the Master.”

The Minister for Justice: Is that 50 miles
or 20 miles?

Mr. WATTS: Fifty miles is what is in
the Bill, The idea is that these personal
applieations can be lodged with the resident
magistrate at the loeal court, and that they
will he through him transmitted to the
Master of the Supreme Court for that
official’s attention attention. The resultant
transaction and issue of documents will he
done through the district agent after the
Supreme Court has completed the issme of
the papers. The result will be that from a
personal application point of view in an
estate worth not more than £300, breadly
speaking, as nearly as possible the metro-
politan and other areas will be in a similar
sitnation.

The last amendment proposed by the
Rill is that if any person dies leaving pro-
perty not exceeding £1,000 in value and the
deceased person’s place of abode was more
than 30 miles from Perth, application wmay
- be made to the districk agent—that is, the
resident magistrate—by a country legal
practitioner. One of the difficulties in re-
gard to estates in which personal applica-
tion eannot he made—that is, estates which
are still of a comparatively small nature,
and up to £1,000 has been taken as that
figure—is that the eountry practitioner,
even with the hest of intentions, is obliged
to employ a eity agent. The net result of
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this is that in wmany cases there is approxi-
matley double expenditure. This it is
sought to aveid by the proposal in the Bill.
I have here some notes on the subject from
the Hon, H. V. Piesse, in the course of
which he says—

This wounld result, I think, in a saving of

expense.  The distriet agent is not required, as
in the case of a personal application, to pro-
vilde any assistance in preparing the applica-
tien. The remainder of the section provides
the machinery wherely the application is trans-
witted by the district agent to the Master of
the Supreme Court. In effect, the district
agent is merely the agent of the Master for
reeciving applications and forwarding same to
the Master. He is the ehannel through which
the solicitor deals with the court. But there
will be no need to have two sets of legal prae-
titioners dealing with the court.
Those are the major provisions of the Bill;
but sinee it came from the Legislative
Couneil 1 have discussed it with the Min-
ister tor Justice, and if the Bill reaches
the Commnittee stage it is wy intention to
ask that a new clause be inserted postponing
its coming into operation until the 1st July,
1942, There is undoubtedly a reason why
that should be done in that some little
organisation and issue of instructions and
50 forth will he desirable. I think it only
fair and proper, if these amendments ov
the substantial part of them are to be
accepted, that time should he allowed for
the purposc.

I would like te conclude by saying that
the intention of the measure is to simplify,
on the one hand, as regards the surety bond,
certain difficulties which have come particu-
larly to the notiee of the sponsor of the
Bill, who, as is well known, has taken, from
a layman’s point of view, a considerable in-
terest in these matters, and has had as
administrator some personal experience in
connection with country estates—possibly to
his detriment so far as time and trouhle
are concerned—angd who has realised what
the diffieultics are possibly far better than
I have, althongh I myself have some under-
standing of his position in the matter. The
seecond part of the Bill is intended to eure
what, as I said, has been brought under
notice in this Hounse on many occasions by
country members from scattered portions of
the State. I entively agree with them in
their desire to simplify matters, Tt has
been suggested, of course, that the Publie
Trugtee should act in these matters; but I
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would point out that that would undo the
benefit which the measure is intended to do,
in that the Public Trustee would have to
eollect his fees on the corpus of the estate,
The fees would probably be 232 per cent,
so that on a £300 estate there would he an
immediate charge of £12 10s. As indicated
last night by the member for Murchiron
(Mr. Marshall), it would be far better if
the applicant came to Perth for a holiday
and spent the £12 in that mauner, or, hetter
still, and in conformity with the objeects of
the Bill, if he were prevented from spending
the £12 at all. T move—
That the Bill be wow read a second time.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [11.36]: I Lave mo
intention of opposing the Bill. Tt seems only
fair and reasonnble that persens living out-
side the metropolitan area should enjoy the
same privileges as are accorded to those liv-
ing within that area.  Under the present
Administration Act that is not the case. I
shall support the measure although I am in-
formed by the ofticers of my department
that it is quile impracticable. They candidly
tell me that there has been power in the
Act since 1903 for the Master of the
Supreme Court to create agents for various
distriets; but that it has not heen done, he-
canse it was impracticable. This is one of
the reasons why the Department of Justiee
is more or less opposed te the Bill. They
seem to think that the magistrate will not
have the necessary qualifications for prepar-
ing the papers, which are very complicated,
and not by any means simple. The officers
appear to be of opinion that magistrates
will not have the qualifications required for
the work, and that in conseyuence there will
be much loss of time and considerable ex-
pense to the parties. However, that remains
to he seen.

T myself know from dealings in these mat-
ters that the work is highly complicated.
Further, I am informed that it will be neces-
sary for the district agents to have even
some knowledge of the Wills Act, which is
said to be nltozether outside the scope of
magistrates, with the possible exception of
one magistrate who is a fully qualified soli-
citor—I refer now to the magistrate at
Bunbury. It is stated that the whole of
the work of preparation is of a judicial
character, and I am definitely informed that
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many eomplications will arise. In some cases
there might be many wills and, if they are
not filled in correctly, copies will have to be
kept and the will sent to Perth, or viee versa.

My, Watts: I suggest that regulations be
made to cover that,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
member for Katanning seems fo think thaf
difficulty can be got over. I could go on
quoting instances. I have here 18 poges of
notes, which I do not intend to read. All I
have to say in addition is that I support
the Bill with reservations, I am pre-
pared to give the measure a trial. If
it does not work out well and I see that
it is impracticable, the Aet will have to be
repealed. But I agree with the member for
Katanning in thinking that it will prove
practicable. I cannot speak from personal
experience on this subject, but from the
little general experience that I do possess
I know that a will is not a simple document,
but a very complicated one, and that there
must be mix-ups. My department informs
me that there are numbers of legally trained
men who do not understand this work, and
that many applications filled in by the legal
fraternity are returned as incorrect. That
being the case, it is easy to understand what
messes might be made by men not legally
qualified.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.
Mrv. J. Heguey in the Chair; My, Watts in
charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.
New clause:
Mr. WATTS: I move—

That the following lie inserted to stand as
Clause 8:—*“This Aet shall come into opera-
tion ns from the first day of July, 19427

New clause put and passed.

Title—agrced to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted,

Third Keadirg.
Read ua third time and returned to the
Couneil with an amendment.

Sitting surpended from 1144 pan. to 1.55
a.m. (Saturday),
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BILL—CHILD WELFARE AQOT
AMENDMENT,

Council's Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 1 and 2, and had agreed
to the amendment made by the Assembly to
No. 4.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Council’s Message.

Message from the Counecil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s amendment.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTION).
Received from the Couneil and read a first
time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeoek—
Geraldton) [1.57] in moving the seeond
reading said: We have just passed a Bill
for an Act to prolong the life of the Legis-
lative Assembly. This a complementary
measure dealing with the same aspeect in re-
gard to the Legislative Council. The same
reasons apply to this measure as were ad-
vanced for the passing of the other Bill, I
do not desire to say much about the neces-
sity for this Bill. It has been considered and
agreed to by the Legislative Council. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [1.58]: 1
have no ohjection to this measure. I have
had the opportunity to read the Bill. What
we have already done in this Chamber must
be done in ancther place, T support the
second reading.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. I
declare the question duly passed.
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Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C, Willcock—
Geraldton) [1.59]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have counted the
House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. I
declare the guestion duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

Sitting suspended from 2.2 am. tv 210 am.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Cotmcil’'s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1, 3 and 4.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move—

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments made by the Council.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendments not agreed to.

Resolution
adopted.

reported and the report

Assembly’s Hequest for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move— .

That the Council be requested to grant &
conference on the amendmentg insisted on by
the Couneil, and that the managers for the

Assembly be the Hon. C. G. Latham, Mr. J.
Hegney and the mover,

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly returned to the Couneil.
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BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Couneil's Further Message.

Messaze from the Councl reeeived and
read notifying that it had agreed to ihe
Assembly’s request for a conference on the
amendment insisted on by the Couneil, and
had appoeinted the Honovary Minister, Hon.
J. Cornell and Hon. L. Cradg as manngers
for the Council, the President’s room as the
place of mecting and the time forthwith,

Sitting suspended frow 215 am. to 2,15 am,

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The MINTSTER FOR LABOUR: I have
o report that the managers met and agreed
that as the landlord and tenant regulations
issued on the 28th November, 1941, and set
out in Statutory Rule 275 under the Com-
monwealth National Seecurity Act cover the
point in disagreement, the Council’s amend-
ment be no longer insisted on. I may ex-
plain that the National Seeurity regulations
in question completely supersede Seetion 12
of the State Act, which was the section that
the Council desired to amend. T move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil

Sitting suspended from 2.46 a.m. to 3 am.

BILL—INCREASE OF BRENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
rend notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Councit’s Further Message,

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifyvine that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference and
intimating that the managers for the
Council would he the Honorary Minister,
Hon. L. B. Bolton, and Hon. Sir Hal Cole-
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bateh, and that the conference would be
held in the President’s room forthwith.

Nitting suspended from 3.7 am. till 4.5 a.m.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Conference Managers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I have
to report that the eonference managers met
in conference on the Bill and reached the
following agreement:—That the Council's
amendment be agreed to. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message.
Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers’ report.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARES.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton) [4.7]: That concludes the busi-
ness for this session. I desire to extend fo
you, Mr, Speaker, to the Chatrman of Com-
mittees and his deputies, to the officers of
the House and staff, and to “Hansard,” the
greetings which at this time of the year are
usually extended.  Unfortunately, we zare
living in very stressful times, but I do ex-
tend to you, Mr. Speaker, the wish that
you may enjoy the greatest happiness that
can he derived from the times in which we
are living.

At the conclusion of the last session I ex-
pressed the hope that the present year would
see the end of the hostilities in which the
Empire was engaged. Unfortunately those
bhopes have not been realised. Whilst we
have hed ups and downs in connection with
this war, the position at present seems as
serious as at any time since it commeneed.
We have now another formidable adversary
added to the list of our enemies. One con-
solation is that all the countries Lkely fo
participate against us in this war have now
entered the ficld, and we know exactly where
we are.
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The fact that we are confronfed by a tre-
mendous task in the achievement of final
vietory will bring out the best traditions
of the British race. We will face the future
with fortitude and resolution knowing that
we have sueh a task, hut knowing at the
same time that the traditional eourage of
the British race will be cemented through-
gut the Empire in unity, and that whatever
effort is necessary, and whalever sacritices
we are asked to make, the teachings of his-
tory will enable us to look forward with
confidence to the future. Whenever the
best effort is necessary for us to pull
through adversity, it is always made.

‘B0 far as we, in this State, are con-
cerned, the coming year will show that we
will do a lot more in regard to the making
of munitions. When in this State of such
comparatively small population we know
that a much bigger effort is being made—
and the preparations carried out this year
will result in a large increase in the pro-
duction of the munitions of war to assist
the Empire in its present struggle—we ean
fuel some sense of satisfaction. 'This small
State, together with the rest of the British
Empire and the territory of the people
allied  with ws—especiallly the Uhnited
States—is making this tremendous effort
to accelerate our war production in order
to give us the necessary means in these
days of mechanised warfare to carry ouwy
country through these times of stress and
trial so that ultimately victory wmay Do
ours.

I wish to thank the Lueader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the National
Party for the co-operation and assistanee
they have extended to me as Leader of the
House in considering legislation, and to
extend my warm appreciation to my col-
leagues on the Treasury hench and to mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
rezpecting the loyal support I have received.
I am sure that in the coming year any assist-
ance the Government seeks in order to achieve
a completely united effort will be forth-
coming from all sections of the House, At
present there are unfortunately many in
the community who are confronted with
ail the clements of tragedy and to them
we extend our full sympathy. With
them, we ure having anxious mouments in
this time of serious stress. To all who are
affected by the war and its consegyuences,
we extend our sympathy and goodwill.
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Iu wishing you, Mr, Speaker, and the
others I previously mentioned the best that
can by made of 4 season during which
goodwill should prevail, I trust that dur-
ing the forthvoming year final and com-
plete vietory will be achieved by the British
Empire aud its Allies, and that we shall
uot this time next year be in the position
we are today. I trust that 1943 will see
the nation emerge victoriously from the
tremendous struggle in which it is now
engaged.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [412]:
With the Premier, 1 extend to you, Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, the
officers of the House and the staff and to
the “llansard” staff the very best wishes
possible at this particular time. We have
passed through a strenuous and trying vear,
and Dbefore we meet again an even more
severe test may be imposed upon us. If we
look to the future in the sineere belief that
we shall eventually be suceessful in the issue
confronting the nation, I believe that spirit
will assist  materially towards achieving
slceess,

L realise that the task of the Government
in these times imposes a severe strain upon
Ministers, and, althongh it has not seen fit
to uvail itself of the services of members of
this House, I trust that during the reeess
the Government will provide some oppor-
tunity to them to fill the posts that
their capacity figs thein for, and that the
vesult  will be of benefit to the eow-
munity generally. If the Government
were Lo cull upon mewbers to assist, it
would give a lead to the community and
further emphasise that in the task ahead of
the nation we are all willing and anxious
to play our respective parts,

T trust that during the recess we will have
hetter news than we have reecived just re-
cently. I always Feel with regard to the
British race that some dire calamity is neces-
gary to bring us to our heurings. We are
apt to take things tov easily but, when the
call is made upon us, we vespond well, That
has been horne out during the last day or
twe hy the response made by our young
people, particularly sinee the last of the
nativns that could possibly join against us
has been added to the number of our
encmies. Personally I feel we can look to
the future with a good deal of certainty of



2776

sheeess. It is useless to take too dismal
an outlook upon life, and we must aceept
conditions as they are with equanimity and
fortitude.

While no doubt you, Mr. Speaker, and
those who have been mentioned, will not
be able to spend as happy o time as in past
years, still T hope all will be able to get
rome relief and happiness {rom the festive
season, To the Premier, his Ministers and
Ciovernment members generally, I tender my
thanks for the treatment accorded me dur-
ing the session. All Leaders of Opposition
are trying, and I trust I have not been more
trying than my predecessors in that
position. While some hard things may have
been said during dehates, Ministers. have
been generous in their replies, and I recog-
nise the kindly manner in which the dis-
cussions, generally speaking, have token
place.

To my own colleagues of the Country
Party I tender my thanks, for no one counld
have had more loyal supporters thap I have
enjoyed in this Parliament. We bave not
always seen eye to eye, but the privilege of
expressing his views is o right reserved to
the individual. I realise I am not infallible,
and I am likely to make mistakes, even from
their point of view. To the Lender of the
National Party and those associated with
him I also tender my thanks, for they have
very materially added to the strength of
the Opposition during the year. They bave
accepted more of the work associated with
the work of the Opposition than in past
years, and 1 appreeiate their great help. I
trust that when next we meet the war clouds
will have broken, and that we shall enjoy
the sunshine presaging a brighter outlonk
and a speedy return o peace.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.16]:
On hehalf of those associated with me and
on my own hehalf, I wish to extend to you,
Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
his Depuly Chairman, wembers of the staff
of the House, and to the “Hansard” staff
all good wi-hes for the coming season and
in the years to come. We appreciate the
help and econsideration that you, M.
Speaker, and the Chairman of Committees
have always been ready to extend to uy, the
courtesy of the Clerks of Parliament and
memhbers of the statf, and the work that has
heen earrvied out by “Hausard.” We have
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passed through a period of very great
anxicly, overshadowed by the danger that
threatens onr Empire. 7That has been the
outstanding charucteristic of -the session now
ending, but we are fortified by the know-

Jedge that we are prepared to use our ut-

must exertions to bring the struggle to a sue-
cessful issne,

To the Premier, his Ministers and those
sitting with them we extend our good wishes
for the season and for the yvars to come.
To the Leader of the Opposition and his
colleagues, and to the two Independents we
also extend seasonal greetings. 1 desire to
thank my associates for the unfailing help
and support they have always given me dur-
ing the session. We are now at a mast
critieal perivd in our history, and I join
with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in the sineere hope that when we
next meet there will he o plospect of hrighter
days ahead. . Con

MR. SPEAKER [+18]: I thank the Pre-
micyr, the Leader of the Opposition, and the
Leadey of the National Party for their very
Kindly references to myself, to the Chairman
of Committees and the Deputy Chairman, the
officers of the House, and the members of
the *Hansard™ sigfl, 1 would like to acknow-
ledge that my work has been made casy by
the splendidly eflicient help given to me by
the Chairman . of - Committees, the Deputy
Chairman, and the officers of the House.
This Christmas time we are passing through
a eritical stage, and I trust that before we
meet again the dark clouds hovering over
us will have disappeared and that our re-
union will be under far happier circum-
stances than have characterised this closing
session. Under present eonditions while I
helieve it is impossible for this Christmas to
he a very merry one for any of us, I wiwat
that T do trust when Parlimnents meets again
much happier eircamstanecs will prevail.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willock—
Geraldton) [-£20]: 1T move -

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to b fixed by Mr. Speaker.

(ruestion put and passed.

House adjvurned af 124 wm, (Saturday).

[For debales on re-assembly of Parlioment as from the 9 1 prit, 1912, see Vol. Xo, 100.]



