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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-COAL INDUSTRY.

As to Pensqion Scheme for Miners.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that an Act has been passed by the
Government of New South Wales making
pension provisions for the coal and Shale
miners of that State, and that such a law
becomes operative as from the 1st January,
1942? 2, Is he in possession of data con-
ifirming reports of such pension scheme? 3,
Is he aware that the States of Queensland
and Tasmania barve 110w Bills before them
Similar in character to the provisions con-
tained in the Newt South Wales Act of 1941'?
4, Will he consider the advisability of grant-
ing such a pension scheme to tile coal miners
of this State?

The PRFIMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Apart from a copy of the Act I have no
other information. I have been in communi-
cation with the Premier Of New South Wales
but so far I ha~ve not received any reply. 3,

[953

Not to my knowledge. 4, The whole matter
will receive consideration.

BILLr-MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-FRUIT GROWING INDUSTRY
(TRUST FUND).

Report, etc.

Rteport of Committee adopted].
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL,-LEGISLATI7VE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAL ELECTIOIN

POSTPONEMENT.

Seond 11 cdillg.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. C. 0. LATHAM (York) [3.5]:
Afte-r listeningf attentively last night to the
Premier's speech advocating the acceptance
or this Bill, I do not consider that any per-
stuasive arguments were submitted for its
adoption. I would like to have heard sub-
initten more, tangible reasons why %ve should
a9grve to the m-feasure -A thle prp~mnt stage.
The ('onstitution Act was lassedl by the
Hfouse of Commons and the Ilou,' of Lords
for the iwople of this State. It is the
ieople's law, not Our's, It was passedl inl
1889 and. came into operationl liT ait the
first election iii 1890. 'Ever since 1890 that
law has been observed in its entirety and
although there have been amendments since
the Bill was asnented to by Queen Victoria,
we have never attemnpted to set a-4ide the Act
in any form. I amit that we hanve amended
it from time to time, bi1ll we hove always
been careful to conserve those provision.; that
were placed in it for the welFare of the
people'.

Tn 1.917, -when the (Went War was in pro-
gress, there was no setting aside of an elec-
tion, and there were more casualties in 1017
in a week than there have been during the
present war. I admit that lust reeently' the
enemy has heei closer to our shore., than
was the ease at that period. Even in 111
Germnan ridfers were in our waters hut I
will admit that the danger was not as great
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then as it is now. However, there were more
casualties during the Great War than hare
been recorded in this conflict. The present
Premier was first eleeted to Parliament in
1917. 1 want to qunote the exact words he
used ladt night inl connection with this mea-
sure. lie said-

Many nienibersi engage i vanvassing at elec-
tion timies and all thin- would bave to do would
be to express synipathy in the loss of a hus-
band, son or brother that might have occurred
a week or two previously.

If such loes, have occurred now, they were
ten times as great in 191.7, but that was not
used then as a justification for setting aside
a general election in this State. Recently
the Nnational Parliament gave consideration
to the postponement of ain election. As a
miatter of fact it 'xasi admitted that the Na-
tional Parliament had no power to effect such
a postponement, hut no application was made
to the Tiperial. Parliament, which mnay or
may, not have that power to suspend an elre-
tion. I amn not going to pretend that I am
a contitutional lawvyer and ahie to deter-
mine that point. The position is that no
provision for postiponemnent was mande at
that time., because it was imlpossible to per-
suade all parties to agree "lpon the matter.
The present Prime Minister was. very much
opposed to such a postponement. T have
asked myself-I think righltly-what would
he the attitude of the Labour Party towards
a Bill of this kind if the p-arty I represent
were in offic.

The Minister for Mines,: The sanie as. at
pr'esent.

lion. C. O. TiATHAM:f TI is ear to say%
that.

The Minister for '%fine.-: You asked for
it. It is not an easy, either 1

Hon. C. G1. T2ATUTAM: The 'Minister can
speak only for himself,

The 'Minister for Mines: I am doing- so.

Hion. C. (1. I2ATHAM: Tt is no use his
ainswering for thep Labour Partyv.

The Premier: HPearn speak for mte.
Hon. C. 0. LATHTAM: H~e can speak for

the Premier, too.
The Minister for Land..: He can speak for

i( as well.
lion. C. (7. Y.ATITAir: HeP can speak for

iwo others.
)fr. qtynit..: Aknd Ie i'an speak, fot mae.
lion. C. 0i. LATH-AMr: He canl -,peak for

two. three or four- members oppowite! That
is; tile objection I harep For three solid

years we have been as considerate a., pos-
sible to the Government. Two years agro
there was an ndertaking- that no party
legislation wolid be introduced, but that
udertaking has not been given effect to. A

Bill was introduced this session that caused
more heart-burning than anything else. The
Minister sponsoring it said that he would
not have any alteration made to it. That
was a definite party miatter.

Mr. Fox: What does it mnatter, if your
plarty has a good back-stop?

lIeuo. C. C. LATHA2I1: -Never mind about
a good back-stop;, I believe in batting here
for myself.

Mr. SPEAKER : I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will connect his remarks with
the Bill.

lion. C. GI. LATHA'M: All this concerns
thle life of Parliament, where all laws are
mande or amended.

The Minister for 'Mines, No.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course regula-

tions are made but they are siubmitted to this
House, and some small alterations are made
bY proclamation.

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not give the
Leader of the Opposition the right to deal
with every piece of legislation that has been
brought dlown.

Hon. C. G. LATHA'M: I do not pro pose
to (10 so, but I wish to point out my griev-
ance is that the undertaking given has not
been calrried out. Looking back over the ast
two years, and, inl addition, considering the
future, T cannot sea that there is any real
need for postponing the election. This Par-
liament will cease at the 31st January, 1942,
if' the law remains as it is. Between now
aind the .3ist January there is time to hold
an eLetion: only five weeks are required.

'Mr. Warner: Then defeat the Bill and one
ean iiih held.

Ion. G. G. ILATHAM: But it may not he
There is; plenty of limio to hold an electioni.
Vaiig that, provis;ion could he made' to ex-
ftnd the period beyond die 31st January
because the law can be, amended, ju.t as thle
Premier is; propos ingv to autend the monst
inmportanit part of flte Coinstituttion Act. If
T -wet'e to look at the matter entirely from
ai personal point of view, T would p1erhaps
say to myself, "Here is an opportunity to
remain a member of Parliament for 12
mionthis without having to facee the electors."
But I have to look at the matter more
broadly, and so do other mentbers. Already
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there is a mnan oranlisig in mly electorate
and I have to consider his viewp)oint. Wha
iP. he likely to say about miy taking the rower
up~on myself to agree to this measure on he-
half of 4,000 elector-, in the York electorate?

Mr. Berry: le will he in thle army soon.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Ion. C. G. LATIJA3[: I wish, M1r.

Speaker, there were not so many interjec-
tions. Members are entitled to their views
and I am entitled to express my opinion.

M1r. .1. ff. Smith: I thought you were go-
ing to express our viewb.

Ifon. C. G. LATHAM.N: I am not attempt-
iiig to express thle boni. member's, views. That
mail has already spent mioney in the York
electorate and believes he hai a reas,)onable
chance. He has a perfect right to coinplan.
and so has every candidate

M1r. Thorn: I would not lose any sleep
o% er him.

Hlot, C, 0., LATHAM: T am not losing
any sleep over him either.

Thle Minister for Works: You must ho
running out of arguments.

Hon. C. G, LATHAMI: This is at perfectly
legitimate argument.

The Minister for Works: It is ridiculous!
I1on. C. G. LATHAM: That may be the

Xinister's idea, but I consider it is a very
sensible argminent. The provision iii the Act
is that every three years, every person over
21 years of age-with very few ecseptions-
can come forward and offer his servics as!
anParliamnentarian. Mly contract with the
people of York is for three years, and 110

longer. If I agree to this Bill, I am assisting
to extend that contract without consulting
the people, and depriving every one of thle
electors who wishes to do so of the oppor-
tunity to declare I have no longer the confi-
dence of the people, and to contest the seat.
The only Parliament I know that has done
this sort of thing- is the Imperial Parliament,
which has a combined] Government represent-
ing all parties. I find in looking at thle didi-
slin list that only about three members were
in oppostion to the Government, That oe
eurred in connection with what was re earded
is a vital issue. Onl one occasion I think five
menmbers voted inl opposition to the Govern-
inent.

Then there is the position in the
Dominion of Nopw Zealand where an arrange-
-munt was made between the Government and
the( Opposition to postpone the election for
12 mnonthsq. During the course of his re-

mairks, tile Premier mentioned that the
Ilominion Opposition, was satisfied with the
posit ion1 but there does not seemn to he too
much satisfaction if I can accept the state-
mont appearinig in a publication called
"Journal of the Parliaments of thle Empire."
In the course of a spct'h iii the Donionl
House of Representatives, Mr. S. G. Holland,
tile Leader of the Opposition, is reported to
have said-

ElseWhere in the Fimpire truly national Gov-
vrninleltS had been. formned and in that way the
people had b~een given a lead and that influence
that was necessary for a maximum war effort.
in New Zealand, however, though thle Opposi-
tion Party had made repeated proposals to tile
Governme~nt that party politics shlould be
dropped for the duration of the war and
a truly represientative national Government.
formned, it scemed that the Goverlnent was de-
totaiied to go alone and insist that his party
e-bould function as an Opposition. It was true
they had a "War Council, but it had no definite
function. They also had a 'War Cablinet but,
while admnitting thant it was doing excellent
work, le thought it proper to say that thle
W~ar* Cabinet could do nio more work than the
Governmient allottedl to it.

Further on Mr. Ilolland said-

The C.overn)ment talked about unity and prac-
tised party polities. It talked abont the, war
being tile only tiling that mattered and prac-
tised the rocialisation of the means of produc-
tion, distribution and exchanige. While British
workers--and nLow workers of the United
States-were working long hiours inl a deter-
mined effort....

Mr. Holand at this stage p~roceeded to deal
with industrial legislation, hut I Shall not
niCictionl that phasse because it has nothing
to do with this Parliament. Whlat I have
read from tile statemient by the Opposition
Leader in the New Zea1land House of Repre-
sentatives would indicate that not too niuch
satisfaction is felt with the present arrange.
Ild1 t.

It there was any real necessity from a
national point of view, a proper national
Government might he justified in postri-
ing the election. I do not knowv that we, as
a State Parliant, arc so very iniport int
flint we need worry about postponinlg our
State elections;. The Ilou.,c could he Called
together at anyj timie lip to the 31st January,
and the Goverlnment could take power to
convelle a sittinlg of Parliament at any stage
if it did not care to accept responsibility re-
gard'(ing matters that arose from time to
time. I know flint thu res4poll iilities of
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Ministers are limited, and I agree it is de-
sirable that the Premier should have autho-
rity to tall Parliament together at notice
shorter than that provided for in the stand-
ing orders. Ile should be able to call mem-
hers together at a few hours' notice. I san
not expressing the views of the party tAct I
lead, because this is a matter entirely at the
discretion of each individual member. I re-
gard it not only from my own point of view
hut from that wvhich I would adopt if I wvere
''out" instead of ''in."

The Premier: Took at it fromn the State
point of view!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am doing so.
The Premier: No, you have stressed the

personal point of view.
Hon. C. G. LATHAMN: Not altogether! 1 1

have taken the view, for instance, of those
who are entitled to contest the seat, that the
Premier and I hold at present. Incidentally,
during the. course oC hits remarks, the Pre-
mier gave himself a pint on the hack when lie
said that nothing had transpired tiA eause
dissatisfaction. Possiblyv we are not the
best judges of our own actions; the other
fellow is by far the better judge. When
the Premier made that statement, I inter-
jected that the only' election held during the
year had not resulted quite in favour of the
Government. I know, of course, that, on the
other hand, it is quite possible, if nn appeal
were made to the public within the next few
months, a different verdict might be obtained.

The Minister for Works: Neither of the
two parties sitting in Opposition was game
to run a candidate.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know that was
said, hut the Minister knows the position
just as well as I do. The Premier also said
that in the present circumstances with
which the Enmpire is confronted, he did not
consider the Government would be justified
in distracting the attention of the people
in order to contest an election. In that re-
gavrd I have a grievance against the general
public-not against every' individual 'mem-
her of the public by a long stretch of
imagination. I am afraid, however, that
there is not on the Part of many of our
citizens a full renlisatina of their respon-
sibilities today.

Take the remarks of the Prime Minister of
Australia! I do not intend to criticise him,
because his task at present is most difficult,
but even he is capable, in my opinion, of
making mistakes. When I read the published

report of a speech by the Prime Minister,
I was again reminded of the fact that some
people do not appear to possess a full real-
isation of the necessities of the moment from
the Empire point of view.

Mr. J. Hegney: To whom are you refer-
ring ?

Hon. C. G. LATHAII: To the Prime Min-
ister.

Mr. Needham: Which one?
Eon. C. G. LATHAM: There is only one

Prime Minister of Australia at the present
time! The report of his speech referred to
the steps the Government intended to take,
and they included the prohibition of non-
essential consumption of petrol, the elimina-
tion of holidays and holiday travelling, and
so on. I am afraid, if the Prime Minister is
not very careful, Australia may find itself
up against a shortage of fuel for the defence
forces.

Mr. Styants: Do you know how much pet-
rol the Commonwealth Government has on
hand?9

Hon. C. G. LATHAI : I think so; at any
rate, I think amy knowvledge is very close to
the mark.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition does not propose to deal with
petrol rationing during this debate.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not intend to
do so, but I am drawing attention to these
points in reply to statements made by the
Premier when he moved the second reading
of the Bill. Is not one of the first duties
of a Government today to ensure that our
petrol supplies are conservedl There is
every justification for the urgent appeal
made to the people to see that they do not
waste anything but conserve everything pos-
sible. That is essential so that we may far-
ther our defence efforts.

Mr. Berry: Do you think the holding of
an election will conserve petrol supplies?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Evidently there is
no particular shortage, for there would be a
considerable quantity used in connection
with an election. When the Prime 'Minister
intimated that the people could use their
petrol supplies for December and January,
it made me wonder whether the holding of
the general election would have any effect
on the supplies for war purposes, hut no
doubt provision has already been made by
the Liquid Fuel Control Board for the sup-
ply of petrol in connection with the caim-
paign.
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'Mr. Rodoreda: How could the Prime Min-
ister st0o) the petrol from being used?

Hon. C. G. LATH AM:- Quite easily!I He
need only cancel licenses and all ration
tickets.

The Minister for Works: You have al-
ready said that there is a sufficiency of pet-
rol in Australia.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have not.
The Minister for Works: You said you

knew how nmch was in hand and you have
divulged that information.

Hon. C. C. LATHAM: I did not divulge
any information at all.

The M1inister for Mines: At any rate, what
you suggest may he done in a week's time.

Hot). C. G. LATHAMI: That may be so.
The Prime 'Minister, in the eourse of his
speeh, said he was hopeful that motor cars
would not be used for mid-week racing pur-

poses and that Melbourne would not he lighted
tip so brightly as it had been in better times.
He also expressed the hope that not so many
motor cars would be seen in the city. I em-
.phasise that I have no inside information to
give to the House, so I cannot divulge par-
ticulars of that nature.

Mr. Styants: The Prime Mfinister also said
it was necessary to keep cars on the road for
em ergencies.

Hon. C. G5. LATHAMN: Surely that is
merely logical. If the occasion arose when
it became necessary to shift the population
out of the danger zone, the provision of ears
would he essential. For that reason it is
necessary to conserve petrol supplies. That
was what the Prime 'Minister meant -when he
made his statement. What he aimed at was
a mobile unit that would be available for
moving the population.

I have voiced what opposition I desire to
make to the Bill. I could easily say to the
Government, "I shall support the Bill on
certain conditions." I do not propose to
adopt that attitude. After all, the Govern-
ment asks for authority to continue exer-
cising the executive powers it is called upon
to undertake. Naturally it must accept the
responsibilities that go with office. Before
the Bill is passed I would like the Premier
to give an undertaking that in future we
shall know something more about the legis-
lation to he introduced. I do not want to
find it necessary to contest legislation at a
time when the nation is hard up against it.
It munst he borne in mind that the Govern-
ment is asking for an extension of the life

of a Parliament in which it has a bare ma,
jority, the relative state of Government and
Opposition parties being '26 and 24. 1 do
not suggest that the Independents are not
entit led to support the Government if they
desire to do so. They are at liberty to vote
as they please, and so are other members
of this Chamber, but I remind the Govern-
ment that there is in the H1ouse a strong,
solfd Opposition representing more than
one-half of the electors. That fact must be
borne in mnind..

The Government in asking for this ex-
tension of the life of Parliament must re-
member that it does not represent 50 per
cent. of the People, and that on the floor
of the House its majority is slender. If
the Premier will give me the assurance
that I ask for and will bear in mind the
strength of the party representation in the
House, we may miot have reason to com-
plain about legislation introduced in the
future. I give the Government my assurance
that every measure introduced for the pur-
pose of augmenting our war effort -will
meet with wholehearted support on. the
Opposition side of the House. Any criticism
offered will be constructive and we shall
endeavour to exlpedite the business. Eveii
if the necessity arose to call members to-
gether at midinight, the Government need
not have any fear that it will not receive
s-upport.

Parliament will go into recess very
shortly. The war will have an adverse
effect upon the finances. of many people.
During the course of the session no pro-
vision whatever has been made to conserve
their interests, although the Federal Gov-
ernment under the National Security regu-
lations has dealt with the matter to some
extent. We, as a State Parliament, have
not p~rovided any protection for those
people who, because of war conditions, are
unable to carry on and therefore may he-
come financially embarrassed. I have again
asked the Government this session, as I
did last year, to appoint a commissioner to
whom people could go when they were in
financial difficulties. Such a parson coul4
place his circumstances before the com-
missioner and, if he could make out a legiti-
mate case for protection, the commis-
sioner could rant him a, limited moratorium.
Action along those lines should have been
taken long ago. r certainly do not advocate
a general moratorium. If the Government
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is to be granted an extension of its term of
ollice some suchl provision as I have sug-
gested should he made so that protection
many be given to people requiring it. For
instance, a person may enter into a lease
of premises onl the foreshore. Something
halpens that prevents him from carrying
onl. The persou with whom lie has entered
into thle contract ean enforce the condi-
tions embodied in the document hie hold.
For People in that position who are not
able to meet the obligations they have
undertaken, some redress And( assistance
should he forthcoming.

Lat hilt not least, thle Government has
not satisfied me that it has a full realisa-
tion of thle position of the farmers and the
need for assistance being extended to them.
I know the Minister for Lands can always
put tip a very good argument from h~is
point of view, bunt when I go through the
agricultural areas and notice the worn-out
miachineryv, realise thot many of the farmers
have struggled onl their properties for years
without having any holidays and, further,
that every' shilling obtained in respect of
this year's crop is to be grabbed, I ain
afraid the Government dones niot Possess a
full realisation of the ditfleultics of the
itn on the land. I would like thie tiovern-
nient to hare done something similar to
that which the Federal Government is do-
ing-. We heard a story over the air yester-
dlay morninir and in that story dealing with
matters affecting Federal co-ordination
ther-e is a great deal miore truth thansoi
people imagine.

,My belief is that a close co-opera tion existsi
between the Federal House and the Federal
Government. much closer than probably we
are prepared to admit. I read Aft. Cuirtin's
remarks in the paper this morning, and from
them I gather that the co-operation is cinser
than possibly we care to admit. If we no'v had
that closer eo-opmerat inn in 'Western Australia
-and I am niot seekinmg anyv Portfolio,; for
menmbers on this side of the ('hamber-and if
We had had that closer co-operation for the
past two -years, I might not have raised the
objections I am raising now. The Premier
told us that a very good war effort was being
put up. Of that effort I fear I k-now very
little. I do know the work going on at the
Midland Junction shop~s and even then I
can disagree with the Premier, for he has3
eentralised. the whole of his effort in one
little spot. It only wants, one bomb to des-

troy the n-hole of that establishment, and
then we would have to start afresh.

Thle Premnier: The work is not all central-
ised there.

Hon. C. G;. LATHIAM: It is, pretty well!
If anything, happened there, I would niot like
to be in the engineering works at North Fre-
mantle, because that establishment is even
more vulnerable than is tile Midland June-
tion establishmient. Consideration might be
gfiven to these things. I would have liked
to see at lot of that war work farmed out
in the country districts, where there arc many
g-aragesi having fairly big buildings in wvhich
mn could lie emnploye vd. Such a course might
help to bWild up piopulation inl country towns
which aire being depleted, and give moure eon-
fidence to thle rural population. There may
be a logical argumlent against that proposal;I
I (0 lnt know, because I ami not in contact
with the Government, and neither is any
member onl this side of the Chamber. We
,would like to hlave a f uller realisation of what
the Government is doing.

We do not criticise the Government, be-
cause we do not k-now. If ever there was at
timie to be fair to the Government, that time
is now. We have attempted to be fair. I
have criticised thle Government's effort to
iL5Llrl the functions. of the electors of this
State. I have done that honestly. Sonmc of
i- most loyal supporters disagree with me

Onl thlis point. I have niot undertaken to
speak for them. I speak only for myself.
]f thle House agrees to thle Bill, I shall give
the Government the mtost loyal support that
anly member can, give. Further, if I ran
reider anjy ser-vice to the State, that service
wilt be reindered us, long as my health and
time will permit. It is not a question of
lust the Go;veranment, as the Prime Minister
has said, but a question of all the civilians.
,]Jlie 30o Inembers of this Chamnber are leading
citizens of thme State, because they have been
veeted to lmake its Iaw's. We cannot sac ri-
flee that trust. It is the trust of every nieni-
her. We will give just as loyal service as
we cami.

If the Bill passes, then until we appeal to
the People again there wvill be no party,
politics. Let us-. feel that when legislation is
ijntroduced miembexrs have the right to express
their opinions freely. We will do so on this;
side. Let legislation be in thle interests of
tile People as a Whole. occasionAly mnlem-
hers; onl the oppo.,ite side of the House stint-
Poirt the floverninelit when 111ev believe ther
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Government to be wrong. For the next 1-2
months, I hope, we shall forget party poli-
ties. Let us give s lead to employer and
employee which will show that one depends
on the other. if we succeed in doing that, I
shall be the happiest man in Western Aus-
tralia, and moreover shall feel that I have
made a mistake in opposing this Bill. I
shall gladly admit as much to the Premier
if that turns out to be the case. Onl those
conditions I raise no further objection to the
mielaure.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [3.37]t-
The extension of the life of Parliame nt is
something, which can only be undertaken for
reasons of extreme gravity. With my col-
leagues iii this part of the Chamber I have
given to thle Prolposal most Anxious con-,
.ll-ration, and( have arrived at the conclu-
sion that it is our plain duty to support the
measure. We feel that to precipitate a
struggle for power between rival parties at
this juncture in our affairs would be to fail
to accept the responsibility which the people
of the State expect of us, to act in an emer-
gency. I feel that there is no reason to men-
tion the conditions obtaining today. They
fill the mind of every memher of the House,
because every membler has a feeling of re-
sponsibility for the gathering menacles that
surround our country at this particular time.
It is on account of those conditions that we
here. believe the measure should receive our
support.

It is our pDrofound conviction, and what
I believe to be the sentiment today of the
overwhelming majority of the people of
Western Australia, that the timies demand a
complete cessation of party politics and a
0overnment representative of all Sections of
the people- The Government now in power
received] a mandate to govern this State for a
period of three years. Thle period of the
mandate is now about to expire. If an ele-
tion were held in the ordinary course of our
Constitutional practice, then sonic other
party mnight be entrusted with the sole right
to thle office of government in this State.
What that party would be does not matter
for the time being, and T do not propose to
speculate on the subject; hut it is impossible
to say at this stagae if an election were held
what party would be entru-ted by the people
with a mandate to govern Western Australia
for the next three years. That being so, it
seems to me that the only way in which we

can fulfil our democratic tradition, if we ex-
tend the life of Parliament, is to give all
sections of the people representation in the
Government.

The Premier has said there is no evidence
of any grave dissatisfaction with this Gov-
ermnent. I do not proposie to comment onl
that statement. As I have already said, I
do not intend] to enter upon any speculation
as to what would be the political colour of
the Govern meat if we proceed to hold a
general election in the ordinary course. Such
considerations are of minor importance ini
viewv of the greater issues now involved.
While we have stated that in our opinion
the propler course is that the extension of the
life of Parliament ,should. be aceonipanii
by the formation 'of a Government repre-
sentative of all sections of the State, I want
to make it clear that we impose no such cop
dlition onl our support of the Bill. That
support is dictated by the. emergency now
confronting the people of Australia and the
people. of the Empire. It is true that in
the course of five or six veeks it would have
heen possible to hold] an elec 'tion, but I my-
self believe that the next five or six weeks,
may be the most critical in the whole period
of Australia's history. I am -not prepared
to consent even during those five or -six
weeks to the dislocation of the government,
of the State and the affairs of the Statek
which would result fromn the holding of na
elect ion and whichi might weaken the war
effort, an effort which might be required.
during that period to operate with greater
force than ever.

We therefore support the Bill without ask-
ing for anything in return, for no personal
consideration-, no personal place, no power,
no emoluments, no anything! We regard it
as the paramount duty of Parliament to see
that the State is safeguarded from the eon,-
flict of personal co nsiderations. as to who
should hold office, who i;hould hold power.
Such considerations now sink into compara-
tire insignificance. We therefore leave the
matter at this stage in the hands of the
G4overnmuent. We express our view as to the
type of Government which should occupy
the Treasury bench during the period of the
prolongation of the life of Parliament. We
express that view with all the emphAsis we
can lay upon it, hut if the Government.
chooses to continue the system of govern-
meat by one( party, then that is a responsi-
bility for which it will answer to the people
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-of the State. We leave that ecponsibility
to. the Government.

.From this side of the House repeated of-
Thrs have been made of assistanice to the
Government during the 211_' years of wvar.
They have not been accepted. So far as I
know, not one member onl this side of the
House has been consulted by the Govern-
ment during the period of the war, and no
member on this side has any knowledge of
the executive actions in regard to organisa-
tion and precautions which have been taken
by the Government to meet the danger now
confronting our people. The Government
assures us that precautions andi organisa-
tions have been set up to deal with matters
which may he the occasion of danger to the
people of Western Australia. We have no
reason to challenge that. We do not know
'what has been (lone. And I think it is pro-
per to say that suchl being the case, we on
this side of the Chamber are not able to ac-
cept any responsibility to the lpeople for the
condition of affairs today. That is the sole
responsibility of the Government. If an ac-
count is to be given at some future stage of
the war for the precautions which have been
taken and the organisations which have been
set up, that account must be given by the
Government-not by us, for we have not
been allowed to participate izi those organi-
sations and we do not know what arrange-
ments9 have been made.

There are in that connection many things
which I assume have been done and which
are essential to be done. There are a hun-
dred things necessary for the safety of our
population, for the maintenance of our com-
munications and our transport facilities, for
supplying water and essential materials to
the goldfields and outlying centres, for the
protection of our civil population and for
the accumulation of emergency supplies in
the State. What has been done we do not
know. I say, therefore, that these are mat-
ters the responsibility for which rests on
the Government and not on any member onl
this side of the House.

When introducing the Bill, the Premier
'Asked for a prolongation of the life of Par-
liament, hut he made no suggestion as to
any means by which Opposition members
mig-ht assist in the conduct of government.
I do not know what the Premier's intentions
are. All I can say is that we think the time
has come when the prolongation should be
accompanied by a system of government un-

der which all sections of the House should
have representation. But I repeat that I
and mny colleagues make no conditions what-
ever. The Bill is necessary from the pain-
inotuit point of view of the safety of the
people and the maintenance of our war
effort, and we actordingly support it with-
out personal considerationLs of any kind
whatever. Finally, I think it proper to say
what we have often said before and now
repeat, that all members" onl this side of the
House are prepared to offer their service,
their time and their energy in any capacity
in which they can act, without any cousidera-
tion of office, position or emoluments. Their
only consideration will be to exert the maxi-
mumi effort to meet a situation of gravity
so great that we cannot possibly accentuate
it.

HON. N. KEENAN (Xedlanda) [3.48]-
Ref ore the Bill goes to the vote of the
Rouse for its approval, which I sincerely
hope it will obtain, I wish to make a few
1 emarks as the oldest lnemnber in the House.
If the member for (iuildford-Midland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) were present he
would be in that position, as he -was a.
member of Parliament some years before I
joined the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia. The member for Boulder (Hon. 1'.
Collier) and I 1)0th entered the Parliament
of Western Australia at the same time, but
he, too, is absent today. In all those long-
ycars-and they seem all the longer nlowa-
days wheni times aire lbad-thcre never was
a proposal made to alter the constitution
of the State in order to allow anl existingr
Parliament to continue its existence. it
is the very brighltest jewel in our Constitu-
tion that, at a stated period, we must re-
turn to our electors and render an account
of what we have done; they, and they
alone,' in all normal circumstances have the
right to extend the term of our service.
But we, not tile electors of the State, are
taking upon ourselves to do that by this
Bill. Nevertheless, I feel it is Justified.

I have given the matter the most careful
consideration from every point of view,
from the. constitutional point of view and
from the point of view of all the traditions
which have been handed down to us and
which it is our duty to observe end pre-
serve. T cannot find that the circumstances
We tire pa8SSiug tho Are' not a Complete
answer to any objection that those tradi-
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tions and those rules would force upon us.
So I am in favour-for the reason so
plainly put to the House by the Leader of
the National Party-of the Bill now before
us. I find very little to grumble about in
the statements of the Premier when in-
troducing the Bill; although I cannot ap-
prove of the underlying kind of suggestion
which is to he derived from the Premier's
remarks, particularly the very laudable re-
ferences to the act of his own Govern-
nient and his own party to the effect that
this postponement of an election is some-
thing in the nature of a sacrifice by them.
It is the very reverse.

If a sacrifice is involved at all, it is a
sacritice pure and simple by those who are
sitting in Opposition and by nobody else;
beeause, if the elections were held and if
the present Government succeeded in re-
taining the confidence of the electors, it
would only be in the satme position as it
will occupy under this Bill.

The Premier: Three years instead of one
year, perhaps.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, perhaps. I am
sorry thc interjection was made, because
it snggests wvhat we all know, the grave
likelihood, unfortunately, that that "per-
haps'' will become true, that the war will
not end in the yeary before us.

Mr. 'Marshall: We hope it will!
Hon. N. KEENAN: Of course we do,

but unfortunately we have indulged from
the very beginning of this war far too
much in hope. I myself have no confidence
whatever, no belief whatever, that the war
will terminate within 12 months from the
1st January next, much as I would like that
to happen. If there is any sacrifice in-volved in this measure, I say that undouht-
ely it is a sacrifice by the Opposition mem-
bers; because, if the election resulted in
their favour-as a large nxumber of people
anticipate it would result-then they would
have usurped the seats of the Government.

But if it be a sacrifice-and I do not
rare for an instant to attempt to measure
its extent, even if it be a sacrifice of mo-
met-it is one to which we willingly arid
gladly assent. I believe I am speaking not
only, for myself, but for every member of
the Opposition, when I say that we are
prepared willingly- and] gladly to accept
this sacrifice in order that wve may thereby
serve the State. Of course it will serve
the State, because nothing could be more

terrible to contemplate than a political
tussle at the present time. Just fancy how
every sense of decency-and we all profess
a strong sense of deceney-wvould be out-
raged if there were an indulgence in party
vituperation when possibly off our coast
there were at the same time the reverbera-
tions of hostile guns! What the position will
be next month or in February or March, no
one knows; but we know that we have no
right to anticipate or permit the holding
of an election, even if it were a possibly
peaceful one.

While wve claim no credit whatever for
any sacrifice which we make by assenting
to the Bill, we want it also to be clearly
understood that, as the Premier said in his
speech-in a note which I wish hie had em-
phasised far more thantlie did, but which
nevertheless I was glad, indeed proud, to
hecar-the time has gone for any party differ-
rees. We must act one and all togethe'r, if
we hope-as we all do-to pull Australis
out of the terrible position she stands in
today.

I would emphasise what has been, said by
the member for West Perth (Mr. Meflon-
aid), about the complete ignorance under
which members of this House labour aA to
the adninstrative acts that are vitally neces-
sary for the defence of Western Australia.
They may have been taken, but we know no-
thing of them and the public knows nothing
of them, nor do we see any signs of them.
I refer particularly to civil defence. For 'in-
stance, what steps have been taken toj pro-
tect the Mundaring Weir and the Canning
Dam, except, I understand, to appoint some
civil watchmeu9

Mr. Styants: They arc militiamen.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Those twvo weirs re.-
present the lifeline of Western Australia.
If Mundaring Weir were damaged and the
water thei-eby allowed1 to escape, the gold-
fields would be impossible to live on. If the
Canning Dam were destroyed, the same
would apply' to Perth. So we shuld know
what steps are taken. Above all, we shoujl
know that the Civil Defence Department is
not tinkerinZ with matters entiirely beyond
its competence, but that it will hand thuem
over to the military authorities.

The 'Minister for M,%ines- You vi-a rest ns-
sired that the military authorities wonld not
allow us to tinker with matters belonging to
them. Thov told uts that definitely.
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Hon. N. K CE NXAN: It is handing over to
the proper care matters which that depart-
nment, with its inferior capacity-I do not
speak personally-is attempting- to control.
That is an instance, as- the mlember for W\est
Perth told the H1ousie, of an entire absence
of confidence in any member on this side of
the House, and it is producing a feeling of
apprehension. I particularly wanot to know
if the Civil Defence I)epartment has made
any attempts whatever to evacuate children
from Perth and F~remantle and the saburbs
murrounding them. I hope before the House
rises we will hear siome answer to that ques-
tion. Have any plaits been made, for the
evacuation of children from these dangerous
areas?

The Mfinister for 'Mines: You hod better
ask the military authorities that question.

H1on. N. KEENAN: No. The military
authorities have nothing to do wilh thle
evacuation of children.

The Minister for Mines: Of course, the
boa. member knows what the miiltary aitthu-
rities, who are protecting this country, know.
floes he not?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!.
Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 repeat that we want

deflinitely to know if any jplans have been
made for the evacuation of children from the
inetropol itan area.

: the Minister for MKines: No! That is the
answver.

Hon. N. IRE ENAN: That answer is' a
crime; an absolute crime! There should not
be a child left in the metropolitan area this
side of Christmas. It will not be 'an easy
matter to evacuate them. The railways 7find
it difficult to carry large numbers of people
away from the city, There is r4 bottleneck
in the hills which prevents traffic on a large,
scatle. Besides that, amt any moment the rail-
ways niaty ha taken over by the military
authorities.

The 'Minister for Mines: That is why they
evacuated them fromt London an d then
brought them all back.

Hlon. N. KEENAN: The Minister for
Vines unfortuinately has, only read some of
what is called the "tattle" Press.

The 'Minister for M'sines: That is a fact.
The authorities send out information every
fortnight which we read.

Mrl. SPEAKER: Order!
Wap. N, KEENAN: The .3inister can at-

tempt, if he is capable of attempting, to
justify leaving the children here and having

110 plans, to which he confesses, for evacua-
tion. Ile should remember this, that tha
plants, even when formed, will be valueless
until tbey are completely understood by the
mothers of the families concerned. It will
take considerable time to impress any plans
upon the minds of the mothers, as is neces-
sary, in order that. the children may be
evacuated. I am told that there are some
r'oad hoards-the Leader of the Opposition
says he knows of sonic-which have made
lplaits to receive children. But there is no
pl]an yet made to send theam!

Just imuagine the position if, before these
children are sent away, Perth is bombed and
there is a big casualty list of children. Just
imuagine how the 'Ministers would feel when
they had allowed the matter to pass by their
consideration and to drift and drift until this
tragedy happened! We would also like to
know what protection, if any, is provided
for the powerhouse. Every single industry in
Perth. depends on the p~owerhouse at East
Perth; and almost every industry in the
metropolitan area does.

Mr. 'SPEAKER :Order! Is the hon. mem-
ber going to connect that statement with the
(jitction?1

Honi. X. ICE ENAN: Yes. I am connect-
ing, iL lip with the remarks made by the
Ljender of the Opposition (Hon. C. G.
Latham) and those of the member for West
Perth (Mr. Mel)otna [d). We want more in-
rormiation. We are supporting this Bill on
the distinct understandulIg that this reticence
will endl. Members of this House do not
want these matters discussed generally, "but
they- should be macde aware of the necessary
steps being taken. Again, the powerhouse
is said to he a military matter. The military
authorities, if they were asked, would send
dbwn anti-aircraift gfins to those works; if~
they had them in Western Australia! I do
not know whether the miember' for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Stvants) knows whether they have
them or not. The powerhouse is the absolute
key to the whole of' our industries.

An interjeetor mentioned the oil stores at
Fremnantle. .There again we know nothing
of what steps ore being taken to protect
those stores,. It is tnt in the interests of the
State to discuss this matter item by item,
or indeed to discuss these deficiencies at all.
U~ndoubtedly, ,if the people learned that we
were not prepared it would create a ver~y
disturbing influvee which we do not want,
and ;o I refrain f romt mentioning many other
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matters to which my attention has been
drawn. For instance, I do not intend to
c'omnment on the matter referred to by the
member for West Perth that practically the
whole of our railway system could be blown
uip if once the M1idland Junction workshops
were bombed. That is the only pla cc, I sin
told, in which there is a steam; hammer, yet
there are splendid repair workshops at
'Merredin and Kalgoorlie.

One would have imagined that the first
thing fliat would happen would have been.
decentralisation; the putting of hbe eggs into
a whole lot of baskets to make certain that
if one was destroyed the others would sur-
vive. I emphisise very clearly and distinctly
tha t we, on th is side of 'the House, are wYil[ing
to support the Government in every wvay'
possible-, but we want to know, and want to
be told, what is happening. We want to be
able to fit in our actions and lives with the
passing events, and not be merely guessing
at things, as anyone in the street guesses. So
it is that we ask that we should be taken
into thme Governnrt's c"nfidence. The Prie-
mier of New Zealand said in his speech that
'The War Cabinet there knows everything that
is being done in that country in connection
with war activities. It is the same. in our
National Parliament.

I give this Bill my unqualified support,
because I think the circumstances require it.
I hope the words that the Premier gave
voice to, that there is to be complete unity;
that we are all to work together for the one
object-and of course to do so we must have
common knowledge to a certain extent-wxill
prevail in the future, and that with that
co-operation we shall be able to surmount
the great difficulties we now face.

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. A.
H. Panton-Leederville) [4.8] : I regret that
the memiber for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
adopted the attitude he did in regard to
civil defence. As far as 1 am personally
concerned,' when I am asked to make a public
statement as to what has been done I will
not do it. My answer will he "No" all the
time. Since the hon. member has raised the
question I now inform him, and members
of this House, that a committee was formed
here hefore legislation was even introduced.
Since legislation has been introduced a statu-
tory. committee has been formed of men
holding down, not only important jobs .in
this State, hut jobs which will be esseuitial

in the case of emergency. The men I refer
to are connected with the electricity supply,
the powerhouse, the water supply, engineer-
ing- and railways, together with the Commis-
sioner of Police.

They are all ready to move at the first
warning from the 'Military Department. The
member for Nedlands should appreciate this
fact that the only people in the position to
give orders in the case of an emnergency,
such as enemy action, are those people re-
sponsible for the defence of this country.
The Commonwealth War Cabinet does not
tell me what it is doing. It has told my
committee that, so far as evacuations are
concerned-and this has been definite for ther
last two years, and inore so during the last
few months-based 'on the experiences both
in France and England Of roads being clut-
tered up with people running here, there and
everywhere in an endeavour to be evacuated,
they have "to remain put,1 ' to use its expres-
sion, until such time as it can be seen where
troops may be endeavouring to'land, so that
the roads may be kept clear. Then we have
to proceed with the evacuation.

The military authorities have all the ve-
hicles they want tagged, and every vehicle
that we want is tagged. Immediately we
get the order to evacuiate-and I am not
going to say to where we will be evacuated
and thus let the enemy know where the
children are, and be able to* drop, bombs on
them-we can shift anybody wyhon * the mili-
tary authorities require moved. The auth-
orities have all that experience. The ex-
perience in France was that the lpeople were
being. driven on the roads in front of the
Germans so that the soldiers,' on. either sid5.
could do nothing. That could happen in
this country, or any other country. Every
move made by the Civil'Defepee authorities
has been done on a uqifonn system, as neatly
as possible, throughout Australia,

'Mr. J. Hegney: And in collaboration with
the defence authorities,

The MKINISTER FOR M1INES: We
have a liaison officer who eon fers in this State
with the three services. - That Q fficer acquires
an enormous amount of confidential infor-
mation that he would not even pass on to
me as chairman of the council. We appointed
one man at the request of the defence auth-
orities for that purpose, It is not fair to
say these people are adopting a complacent
attitiide: and . doing. nothing. .-I rushed p
h*rq:powa ming today, auIa~glad I
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did, because I heard the member for Ned-
lands say what he thinks. Everything that
is possible is being done, and money is being
spent by both the Commonwealth and State
Obvernments. Immediately the military
authorities speak, we are ready to move.

.I have signed just on 6,000 certificates for
men and women who have passed all the ex-
amninations set by the authorities to qualify
them as wardens, head wardens, mid other
sorts of wardens. Over 6,000 people have
studied and passed those examinations and
are now ready to do their job. Every week-
,end and every night they are meeting and
practising in some way, and going through
all sorts of experiences. Men like Professor
Bayliss and others who have given a tre-
mendous amount of time to this matter, for
the country, are deserving, not of censure
from the hon. member, bnt of commenda-
tion. The men on the council wvere placed
there because we knew they had a knowledge
of everything that would need to he done if
the emergency arose. That is the position
so far as civil defence is concerned. I will
not lay on the Table of the House the plans
of the Civil Defence Department, any mnore
than would the' Defence Department.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [4.15]: 1
congratulate the Premier who has, perhaps
for the first time (hiring this war, given a
lead. I am more particularly pleased with
this because, as members know, only a few
days ago I asked for this Bill to be intro-
duced. I feel that one of the great errors
the English-speaking people have made dur-
in g the war up to date has been that they
have failed to anticipate. We learnt this
morning that there was an air alarm in Dar-
win. The report was that planes were sighted
:i00oiniles off our coast. Three hundred miles
off Darwin would be in close proximity to
Timer, and we were informed recently that
tbose nasty, little, yellow people had formed
an air base there. Hand I been in charge, my
action would have been to uise those dissatis-
fied troops at Darwin who hare been com-
plaining of doing nothing, to occupy that
island. Had we anticipated happenings; in
that way, I think that report would never
hiv-e been made. Msy firm conviction is that
tHAL Japanese now have an air base there.

IT congratulate the Premier on giving the
people a lead. To do so was his duty, and
he has done it. The member for West Perth
and the member for Nedlanqis have both as-

sured the Premier that everything in their
power will be done by members on this side
of the House. We are looking entirely to
the welfare of the people and, in making this
offer, are anticipating a situation that might
occur during- an election. However much
benzine we may have in this country, 1 feet
that every drop we use has to be borrowed
from the R.A.A.F. I look upon the R.A.A.F.
as the key to the problem, as the member for
Nedlands said. I believe that our air
strength generally constitutes the key to our
problems.

The tragic loss in the Far East a few days
ago of two capital ships might he ascribed
to the fact that we have not yet enough
planes. Criticism has been levelled against
the Minister-I ain sorry lie became tinneces-
sarily excited ahout it-but, iii spite of the
slight lashing administered by the mnember
for Nedlads, we on this side of the House
assure him that we have not spoken in a
spirit of carping criticism. I am not going
to criticise the Minister for what has not
been done. I amn hoping that, from today
on, he will (10 something that will enable
us to criticise him constructively. The past
has gone; the immediate future is our con-
cern. No matter what has niot been done, the
fact that the boats I wanted have not been
built does not matter two hoots provided they
are built now.

The Japanese invasion of Thailand and
M1alaya. was supiportcd by small, fast-moving-,
patrol vessels. I knew of their existence
long aigo. They are adequately and perhaps
skilfully'% mannevd. I knew that they were
armed and that they were going to prove a
serious danger, because their diminutive size,
anid speed would render them perhaps les
vulnerable to air attacks than a larger ship
would be. It is our duty to get on with the
work of building similar little ships immedi-
ately. I happen to know that engines for
them arc. available. Therefore let us have
ship,; whose speed is such that they are very
difficult to hit, and let us have them in
charge of skilled hands, so that when this
little yellow man comes-if he does come--
to invade our shores, we eon use those boats
effectively against him. They are proving to
be a very, efficient weapon and I think wo
should learn the lesson shown us.

We hare had references to the children. I
am not goinur to refer to the 'Minister for
Mines, who has left the Chanmber at the
moment, and I shall do nothing that will de-
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liberately upset the Government during this
crisis. From now on I shall avoid doing any-
thing that will not help. Like members who
have spoken, however, I demand my right as
a representative of the people of this State
to help the Government and to know some-
thing of what is going on. I am interested
in a family of children whomi I have made
my concern and have tried to get them out
of the city. The mother has not been told
what is to he done with those children.

Hon. N. Keenan: There is no plan.
Mr. BERRY: There is no plan. Let us

have the plans. Let us know exactly what
we are going to do. There are many mem-
hers who know what could happen when
bombs fall, when havoc is wrought and pro-
duces terror and panic. I have seen brave
men throwing their coats away in order that
they might be able to run faster. Are we go-
ing to put the Plants into operation when
people are on the run? God forbid that that
should happen! Let us be ready! A few
weeks ago I was interested in another batch
of children from Singapore. They had been
bombed out of England previously and had
come here for protection, which they re-
ceived.

The other day I rang up one of the schools
near the city and offered to take six of
those children to Safety Bay, where they
would be safer than in Perth. I knew they
could run out on to the beach or into the
back country if anything happened. But I
was informed that those children had re-
turned to Singapore and had arrived on the
day that city was bombed. Who allowed
them to leave Western Australia, partieu-
larly when some of us had been saying what
'would happen in the Far East? The fact of
my having tried to get that motion through
the House shows that I knew what would
happen- That, however, is past, but from
now on let every member of the House be
consulted in order that he may express to
the Premier views that may be beneficial to
the whole of the people, including the people
who have come to this State for protection.
Those oil tanks at Fremantle are a source
,of worry to many people. I have been asked
ahout them, although I am not the member
for that- district. People ask me whether
those tanks still contain petrol.

Mr.. SPEAKER: I do not think the oil
tanks-aie mentioned in the Bill.

Mr. BERRY: My remarks follow on the
references to the desire to help made by the

member for West Perth. People have askedi
me to inquire of the Premier whether those
tanks cannot he camouflaged. I shall not say
any more on that point. I congratulate the
Premier; I congratulate. every member who
has stood tip and said that he will support
the Government, and believe me, my support
will be available during this period of crisis.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock-
Geraldton-in reply) [4.241]: 1 am very
pleased that the Bill has met with a good
reception. It has not been violently op-
posed, and the actions and motives of the
Glovernmnent have received recognition. Al-
thioug-h the Leader of the Opposition said
lie wanted to have many reasons for the
measure, I do not think mnany reasons are
required to justify it. We want to have one
exceellent reason, and that reason is that the
State may be in danger and that the pres-
ent is no time in which to hold an election.
That is the reason.

Mr. 'Marshall: The only reason I
The PREMIER: Many other reasons

could be given, but they would not count in
comparison with that one. Reference has
been made to controversial. legislation. It
dejpends upon01 the judgment of people what
constitutes controversial legislation. I ven-
ture to think that the Country Party has
introduced legislation which was controver-
sial, and aroused very considerable oppo-
sition. It certainly was in the inter-
ests of only one section of the community
and was highly contentious. In fact, the
Leader of the National Party had to swallow
the convictions of a lifetime over it.

Mr. McDonald: Hardly that; it was a
matter of conversion.

The PREMIER: No, there w.-s at violent
repression in the bon. member's mini wh.'i
lie accepted something which for many years-
has bevti entirely opposed to hisL outlook,
make-up and general principles, as enunci-
ated in this Honse.

Mr. Doney: To what clause of the 1i11l
does that refer?

The PREMI1ER: I will not enter into fie--
Inils. As I was saying, some peolple miht
consider legislation that has bt'on introduwkvd
as controversial; others would not agree
with them. Thank God we never all agipe
because, when we disagree, we make some
progress. Often when people do niot agree
with something that is introduced, they cl4ss
it as controversial. However,,there are two
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,,ides to every question aind everything to an
extent is controversial, and the different
viewpoints on legislation enable us to achiern
results and produce something as nearly as
j'ossihle satisfactory to a majority of the
community. We have no intention of in-
troducingl legislation that is not in) our lhon-
est opinion in the interests of the p)eople of
thle State.

The member for NXedlands., spoke about,
civil defence. Obviouslyv the 'Minister in con-
trol did not want to say too uchel. What
has happened is that those in charge-( of
civil defence here have in forimition of ill
flt, experience, knowledge and( advice gained
in places that have bern subjected to bomn-
bardment and warfare of all kinds. This in-
fornmtion has been passed on to us and to
the Eastern States,. It is not a matter of
w~hat. we think; we should do; it is a matter
of' what we must do in flte light of that
experience. Thle 'Minister has told the lionse
that we have 6,000 p~eop~le who have beent
trained and are capable of doing thle work
required. Information about all the 4hings
discovered by experienee in the O1l Couintry
has been passed onl to us. I have seen reis
and reams of correspondence passing thr'ough
raty office dealing with what other authoritich
thought they shouldl have dlone, what [he.-x
(lid do). and what res;ults had been obtained
in the light of experience.

lion. X. Keenan: 'What about thle womenl
and children?

The PR'EMIER: Probally childrei should
ie eva-cuated from some plaves au4d taken to
other places, but this would depend upon
the niature of the crisik.

Rion. _Y. Keenan: You inust have plans.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Premier had
better address the Chair; that is the best
plan.

The l'REaMITl: There are plans covering
emergencies that many arise. With regard to
evacuation, thle Minister has stated that he
did not wiant to say too much, bitt all the
motor transport and train transport and]
other forms of translport that can he made
available itf the need arises are under the
control of p~eople who are members of the
Civil Defence Council. The hon. member
mentioned water supply. The engineer, Mfr.
llamas, i. a member of the council. If by
any means water supiply should he cut off,
xvho knoivs most about hlow to make it avail-
able through somne other channel? The

engineer-in-charge of water supply; and he
i3 a inember of the Civil Defence Council!1

Who knows what should be done in re-
gard to black-outs and the shutting off of
lighting power and the maintenance of in-
dustrial power? The people knowing most
about this are the electricity engineer of the
Perth City Council and the electricity en-
gineer of the Government Electricity De-
partment, both of whomn are members of the
Civil Defence Council. The Comnmission er
of Railways would be in charge of transport,
and he is a member of the council. Similarlyv
in regard to health and physical well-being
If thlere are injuries or casualties, who would
know best what was to be done, what hos-
pital acecommnodation was to be provided and
hlow thle injured might best be catered for?
Who but the Under Secretary for Hfealth,
who has, the whole thing at his fingertips?
He, too, is on the council. 'Who is the best
man to deal 'with outbreaks of fire as a re-
suit of incendiary bombs? The superintend-
ent of the Fire Brigadle; and he is on the
council.

All these people, who are experts in their
own particular line and can give us the bene-
fit of their knowledge and experience, to-
gether comprise the Civil Defence Council.
I want to pay a tribute to them, because
they are not second-rate but rather are they
at the top of their professions and, when
there is a meeting of the Civil Defence
Council, they are all present. They cancll
highly important engagements to attend
meetings, and haive taken a vet-v % serious view
of thteir responsibilities. The Civil Defence
Council met in om' Owfe recently, because
there was not suffcient. room for them in
the Minister's office, and Major-fleneral Sir
Ii'en 3acKay only as recently as last Fri-
day discussed with the couincil his ex-
per-ience, and stated what he considered to)
be necessary in regard to civil defence and
with regardi to the line of demiarcation be.
tween military and civil responsilbilitics4.
Anyone who visits the State and has any
information concerning these matters is en-
titled to meet the council and give the mem.
hers the benefit of his experience. All of
the plans that are in hand cannot be di-
vulged bat it can be said that, if every
contmngeiicy has not been provided for, it
will not be for want of knowledge or plan-
ning or seeking inforniation.

9o far ns the military situation is con-
cerned. T meet military authoriti es when they
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tOnle to this State and discuss with them
plans for the defence of 'Western Australia.
I have discussed such matters with both
Brigadier-General Durrant, the former mill-
tarv commander in this State, and with the
prtscnt officer in charge, General Jackson.
I wanted to know what in their opinion
could he done and whether there was the
necessary organisation. I have always prof-
fered the utmost assistance in every way
possible, and have undertaken that the State
Government would do anything- that was de-
sired, and also not to divulge any informa-
tion that might be of material assistance to
those opposed to us. That is the position
with regard to civil defence. 'While there is
not a pigeon-hole to deal with every con-
tingency that may arise, we have a trained
personnel and co-operation with the mili-
tan- authorities, and all these experts know
what is their job and are aware of the line
of demarcation between military and civil
precautions- Thousands of people have been
tr-ained to undertake definite duty in time
of necessity,

Something was said about emergency
supplies. 'We have been in the closest co.
operation with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. We do not select people for posi-
tions because of their party principles-
I doubt whether I know the politics of any
individual on the Civil Defence Council ex-
cept those of the Minister.

Hon. C. G. Lath ami: I do not think you
sire too sure about his, either.

The PREMIER: If I were asked to state
what I consider to he the polities of the
Minister I would say that he would put
thle Empire first, and] that all other con-
siderations in these times of stress and
strug-gle came a long way behind.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: There is a manufacturer

on the emergency supplies commfittee. Hfe
was selected because of his knowledge
in that connection. There is also a repre-
sentative of the Chamber of Commerce,
and the Government is represented by the
Chief Governent Storekeeper, Mr. Knight.
The committee has also in its membership
a retailer. These men know what stocks
are available and where they should be.

Acting co-operatively with the Common-
wealth Government we have made arrange-
nments to repair any loss which may be ex-
perienced through people stocking goods
not actually required at the lime. We have

assisted them by means of overdrafts to
meet the heavy expenditure which they
would not otherwise incur. For instaiica,
people at Marble Bar say, "'We would not
normatly have £1,000 worth of goods at one
time. Every week the district has comn-
munication with the outside and fresh sup-
plies are obtained as required.'" We reply,
"You are in an isolated, dangerous place,
and it is necessary that to provide for v
time of emergency you should have tenl
times as mnuch stock as usual.'' 'We are
theni asked, "IWho is going to stand the
cost?'' and we are able to answer that thu
cost will he borne by the State Government
and the Commonwealth Government, which
has a complete realisation of the position.
All these arranigements have been made,
and we have endeavoured as far as possible
to place supplies where they may be re-
quired;, that is to say in centres which, in-
stead of having comnmunication with sources
of supply every day or every second day,
might in an emergency be shut off from
those sources for perhaps four weeks at a
tinme.

I thought I ought to give the House in-
formation in regard to these matters. I
thank the Lender of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party very sincerely
for their offer of assistance. There seems
to be a thought in their minds that they
were not told all the things they should
have been told. I have never refused 'in-
formation. I am not aware of what they
-want to know, but I can assure them that
if they have any idea that there are things
T have thought they had no right to know
they canl remove such thoughts entirely
from their minds. I g~m always anxious to
let theml know anything necessary in the
public interest; that is to say, anything
that can be divulged. I am not only willing
to give theiiu such information, but I ama
anxious to do so. I may not have sought
opportunities, and members of the Govern-
ment may not have gone out of their way
to afford such information, but that does
not mean that wve do not desire members
to know what is taking place. I am sure
they do not desire to have military plans re-
vealed to them, but they do want to know
what is taking place in other certain direc-
tions. If they ask me for information I
shall be prepared to tell them all I know.

Reference has been made to closer co-
operation. If the Leader of thle Oppositionl
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and the Leader of the National Party are
prepared to set aside one day a week or
one day a fortnight especially for the pur-
pose, I am prepared to discuss with them
activities that are taking plate and give
them information I think they ought to
know, things that in these times men in
re.sponsible positions should he aware of,
so that they can act ini a responsible man-
nter when the time comes to do so. Whether
legislation is controverbial is a matter of
the interpretation of the word. I am quite
willing to discuss what legislation should
Ve introduced, because I think we have
reached the stage when nothing is of very
much imnportancc compared with what can
be done in connection with the war, and all
legislatioti introduced should have one out-
standing objective, namely, to be bene-
ficial to the war effort. That should be
the acid test in regard to anything wre do,
not only in a legislative butt also in an ad-
ihiinistrative way.

I welcome the assurance of the leaders
of the respective parties that they are pre-
pared to co-operate. I have never had
cause to complain about their lack of co-
operation. They may have mental reser-
vations about the lack of information that
has been supplied to them, hut I sin pre-
pared to remove from their minds any ideas
of that description, and am anxious to
afford them all the -information possible.
There does not appear to be any opposition
to the Bill, that is to say, any opposition
with a view to its defeat. The Onaverninent
has been given credit for introducing it
s6lely because of the critical period in which
we are living. That is the only reason it
has been introduced. Personal considerations
have not influenced the matter. So far as
emoluments of office are concerned, things
being as they are, I do not think there will
he very much difference between the income
of -Ministers and that of members of Par-
liament. People will have to be prep-ared
to sacrifice a considerable arudunt of the
emoluments they receive for occupying high
nflice. The result is that a good deal of
work will have to he (lone, hut the rernune ra-
tin will not be very- much. I was reckoningr
the other day the return that would hr re-
f-eived by a gentleman who was to be ap-
pointed to sonic very important duties. He
was to be. paid an additional £-300 a year
hut, as a result of the extra suim, his taxa-
tion rate would be increased to such an extent

that out of the £C300 aUl he would receive
would he £C27!

It ise by no means on account of any selfish
aspirations for the emoluments of office that
the Government introduced the Bill. M1inis-
ters consider-I am glad that the House re-
cognises the fact-that the present is ak time
wvhen we should be united as far as is
humanly possible. 'Most decidedly we should
all be united in connection with the war
effort. Because this is not the time for hold-
ing a general election, I am quite confident
that the people generally will be prepared
to accept the position and do everything- in
their power to promote unity among all sec-
tions. Of course I cannot select individuals
and say to them, "You shall do this and you
shall do that." That sort of thing is for
each individual to determine for himself,
but members, I am sure, will be willing to do
everything possible to assist our war effort,
whether it be by means of raising funds or
making available the benefit of their ex-
perience and advice. I shall say no more
at this stage except to remark that I greatly
appreciate the spirit that has pervaded the
debate. Members have indicated that, what-
ever is necessary in the interests of the
nation, all are prepared to do. Decidedly
that attitude of mind is not confined to any
one section of the House-

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER; I have counted the

House and have assured myself that there
is a constitutional majority of members pre-
sent. I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

it Committee.

Mr. Mai-shall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Termis of office of members of

Legislative Assembly .extended:

Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendment-
That the following proviso be added:-

"rrovided that this section sball not apply to
any State Eletoral District in respect of
which-1. (a) A majority of the persons
whose names appear on the electoral roll for
suchi electoral district and who are entitled to
lie so enrolled requisition the Speaker of the
Leg-islavtive, Assembly ini writing no later than
the 311st clay of Jahnary, 1942, for the eselm-
Mn of such electoral district fromn the pro-
visions of this Act; and (bi) the Speaker nt
latrri than one nmonth from the day upon which
sub requisition is received by him certifies in
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writing to the member for such electoral dis-
trict that the Speaker is satisfied that a majo-
rity of the persons whose names appear on the
electoral roll for such electoral district and
who were entitled to be enrolled thereon on.
the day upon which the requisition was received
by the Speaker have requisitioned him for the
exclusion of such electoral district from the
provisions of this Act. 2. Upon the Speaker
so certiflying the member for the electoral dis-
trict concerned shall be deemed to hare re-
signed his seat in the Legislative Assembly in
accordance with the provisions of Section 25
of the Constitution Act Anmendmtent Act, 1899.

The reason for the amendment is that memi-
hers are voting themselves an extension of
12 months in their membership of the House,
thereby depriving the electors of the right
to say whether those mnembers retained their
seats with their constituents' endorsement.
We should reserve to the electors the
right to say that the5' are not lpre-
pared to endorse our action because they
do not approve of one or other member con-
tinuing to represent them. I do not sug&-
gest that the electors of any one constituency
are at all likely to take advantage of the
amendmnent. I want to avoid the possibility
of the electors saying they did not have the
opportunity to take the action that I sug-
gest; is their right.

The PREMIER: I cannot agree to the
amendment. In snob a matter and in the
circumstances confronting us today we must
all be in this together. What applies to
one must apply to everyone. If it should
happen that in one electorate there has been
keen political controversy and opinion may
lie almost equally divided, that particular
electorate might be selected and advantage
taken of the provisions of the amendment.
Then we might find ourselves confronted
with an election campaign on a big scale at
a critical time, although elsewhere the con-
stituencies might be content to allow matters
to remain as, they are. At such a time the
people in any electorate should not be forced
to indulge in political controversies and we
should not encourage any such tendencies.
There are other apparent justifications; for

.-such an attitude that I do not -propose to
mention,

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 5--Authority to postpone general

election :
Hon. C. G. LATHAM.%: I move an amend-

nient-
That in line 11 the word ''may" be struck

out andl the word ''shall'' inserted in lieu.

I know that nn nmnmbers think that the
words are practically synonymous, hut Sec-
tion 32 of the Interpretation Act reads-

Where, in any Act passed after the com-
miencement of this Act the word ''may'' is
used in conferring a power, such word shall
be interpreted to imply that the power so con-
ferred may lie exercised or not, at discretion;
and where in any such Act the word "shall"
is used in conferring a power, such word shall
be interpreted to mean that the power so con-
ferred must be exercised.

If the clause be passed as it stands, the Gov-
erment may decide whether or not the elec-
tion will he held 12 months henbee. If the
amendment be agreed to, the Government
need not be emhbarrasscd at all because be-
fore the end of 12 months it can introduce
a Bill to extend the operations of this mea-
sure for a further 12 months by merely
altering "1942"1 t-o "11943." I do not desire
to press the amendment if the Premier will
in(Iicate his views, because if he is agreeable
the amendment need not be inserted here but
in another pilace.

The PRE-MIER: I have no objection to
the amendment and appreciate the fact
that the Leadler of the Opposition does Dot
desire to hold up the consideraton of the
measure. I will have the amendment moved
when the Bill is considered in the Legislative
Council, hut, of course, I cannot say what
attitude members there will adopt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course not.
The PREMIER: I give my undertaking

that the amendment will be moved in the
Legislative Council.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMN: I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
11r. HUGHES: I move an amendment-
That the proviso lie struck out.

The Bill seeks to amiend the Constitution Act
and under the standing orders a constitu-
tional majority is required for passing the
second and third reading stages. The pro-
viso will make it possible for members of
the Assenibly at a mneeting to pass a reso-
11itian requiring at general election to be
held, and the Governor will be required to
give effect to that proposal. At any such
mneeting the resolution could he carried by
a simple majority, and yet that would affect
the Constitution Act for whic!h a constitu-
tional nmajority is required.

The Premier: I would have to call Par-
liament together.
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Mr. HlUGHES: Although any legislation
affecting the Constitution Act tiould require
at statutory majority, anl ordinary majority
of, say' , nine to eight could piass a resolution
which wouldi nullify thle amending legisla-
lion. If the Bill becomes Jaw Parliament
timid be called together at ainy momrent and
any arntnill'lt to the Bill could be con-
sidered in resln'et of tile whole or any' part
of it, as to which a constitutional majority
is necessary. Surely that is sufficient. The
inclusion of the proviso will~hot improve the
position. I think the Premier would be
well advised to allow the proviso to be struck
out.

The PREMIER: We think it is not right
tit it time like the present to fie1l1 a general
election, but the dlay may come when aill
parties will ag-ree that it is anl opportune
time for an election. The matter is deliber-
ately taken out of the hands of the Govern-
wnrt, land the decision is left entirely to
Parliament.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You mean, to this
Hoeuse!

The PREMIER: The Bill provides that a
resolution must be carried in this House be-
forec the Lieut.-Governor can be asked to

a~titonl the holding of a general election.
That means that the Legislative Assemably
must first be consulted. The reasons for the
election would have to be approved by the
House, anti everything would be0 done in the
,light of day. InI such circumstances there

ilittle doubt that every member would en-
detavour to be present. The majority of
those present would have to agree to the
holding of an election at an earlier dlate
than, that specified in the Hill.

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: In my opinion the
proviso repeals the Constitution Act. All
that the Bill does is to prolong the life of
Parliament for one year. The 'clause leaves
it open for ant election to he held at any time
dining the year.

The Premier: Only by resolution of thle
Houise.

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: If an election i;
held subsequent to the passing of such a
resolution, will that not mean a repeal of
the Act? I support the nember for Ea4t
Perth from the constitutional point of view,
for it does, steen to me that the proviso re-
peals the Constitution Act. Apparently one
House, by resolution, is to be permitted to
set aside something- the Constitution Act says
we may not do.

The PREMIER: Thi., Bill given a per-
missive right to override the Constitution,
as it exists today without the passing of the
Bill. Parliament would have a right to go
onl until February'v, 1943.

1101). C. 0. Lathanm: You canl arranl-e an
election ait any' time during- thel veal with-
out a res.olutionl.

The P. EMLE It : No. The Lieult.-( o'erllor
has to be satisfied that there i, neved I or a
dlisolution of parliament. antd he canl retu-,e
an' reque.it for a dissolution at any.% tume.
Must we call togetiher two House, of Par-
lillnlent about a matter in Ivi i'l only thlis
House is concerned? Canl it not hep left to
members of the House to ag-ree by re~olu-
tion upon the date for the electi mu Surely'
mnembers of another place are- not reqired
in be taken into considerati oll iii a matter
of this kind.

Ilaon. C. G. Lathmni: Whyv not?
The PREMIER: They art' elected in iquite

a dlifferent wayv from memhblers of this House.
Hon. C. G. Lathanm: It is a contintious

House.
The PREMIER: Membiers of another

place ar-c elected for a term of six years, but
in this House members mayv find themselves

ts ent to tile country at any time. There is no
need to consult another place in this matter.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This Bill will amend
thle Constitution and relevant statutes. Once
it passes it becomes portion of tile Constitu-
tion Act. That Act requires that any amend-
ment to it must lie mlade only by the coll-
sent of an absolute majority of members.

The Premier: This proviso will beconme
part of the Constitution Act.

H~on. N. KEENAN : The Hill doe, not
amend tile section of the Constitution, which
requires anl ahsolute majority. If the Pre-
mfier wihes; to amend the new C'onstitution
be must do so in a way- in wiih it P capable
of being amneid. It caninot be amended
by' a side wind or by inference. There must
be a definite amlendmnent of tile- particular
swetioll of' the Coil titution which requires
that ev-ery am('lldnlent must lie carried iii a
eersimi way. It strike, ine thlat this i5
goilig to be food for lawyers.

Mir. J. HEGNEY: The proviso i. ilnserted
so that the House may he eon-tilted if an
election is to be held before thle expiration
of 12 months. Without that proviso, there
will be no need for the Government to all-
proach Parliament for pennission to hold an
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election. The period is stated to be one
mnonth.

Hon. N. Keenan: NXo, 12 months.
Mr. J_ HEGNEY: It is 12 months from

January, 1942.
Hon. -N. Keenan: -No, 1943!1
Mr. J. HEGINEY: That is right. The

only justilication for the extension of the
life of Parliament is the peril in which the
Commonwealth stands at present. If that
peril should pass before 12 months have ex-
pired, then it should be competent for the
Government to hold an election.

Mr. HUGHES: If both sides of the I-ouse
were to be consulted, I would have no ob-
jeetion. The Constitution provides that no
amendment to the Constitution may be lpassed
unless it is carried by an absolute majority
of the members present and] voting. In order
to carry this Bill, there ought to be present
and voting 26 niembers in this Chamber and
16 members in the Legislative Council. As
the member for Nedlands has pointed out
this Bill will, if passed, become part of the
Constitution. Will the Premier agree to add
after the word "resolution" the words, "car-
ried by a constitutional majority"? That
would remove ray objection.

Mr. M.cDONALD: I sincerely hope the
Government will accept the suggestion of the
member for East Perth. The Premier
rightly pointed out that the extension for
12 months could not be effected without the
collaboration of the Opposition. I hope the
proposed amendment will be agreed to, so
that there may be no diminution of the feel-
ing which I hope will prevail during the
period of the prolongation of Parliament.

Mr. HUGHES: If, M1r. Chairman, you
strike out the proviso, you will not get the
amendment.

The CHA tIMAN: There is an amendment
before the Chair.

Mr. HUGHES: I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment. I would sooner have it
withdrawn than have it thrown out.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. HUGHES: I move an amen dment-
That in line 3 of the proviso, after the word

''resolution'' the words ''carried by a& con-
stitutional mlajority'' be inserted.

The PRE'MIER: The difficulty is that we
desire to finish the sitting this evening- and,
in order to present the Bill to the Legislative
Council, it would have to he sent to the
printer to have these words included. So that
the Bill may be dealt with today, I will re-

quest the Leader of the House in the other
place to move this amendment.

Mr. Hughes: That will do me.
The CHAIRMAN: I have not put the

amendment but the hon. mnenmber did mnove
it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Preamble, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.
The PREMI1ER: I move-
'rhzi the Bill lie now read a third tiime.

Qnestion put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the House

and assured myself that there is an absolute
majority of members present. I declare the
question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Administration Act Amndnment (No.
2).

2Death Duties (Taxing) Act Amend-
ment.

W\ith amnudnments.

BILL-ADMINISTRLATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Watts, read a first time.

BILLr-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Council now considered.

It; Commnittee.

Mr. 'Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 3--Add after the word
"I~ing" in line 9, the words "or was a miem-
ber of any medical .corps nursing service
attaehed to any of the Forces aforesaid."

The PRE~INER: I had a discussion with
thr' Leader, of the House in the other place
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about this matter. 1 cannot assure the
House that the amendment is in exactly
the right place, but I agree with the senti-
ment it expresses.

Progress reported.

BILCHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amnendmenits.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mir. Mai-shall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour iu charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 6-Delete paragraph (a):

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Para-
graph (a) of Clause 6 proposes to delete
paragraph (b) of Section 2 which provides
for administering a whipping to a child.
We stood out to abolish that part of the
Act. Another place evidently desires that
that provision should remain.

Mr. Hughes: Stand your ground and let
them throw it out!

The M6INISTER FOR LABOUR: It is a
question whether wve propose to argue the
point in connection with this matter. There
have been no, whippings for 15 years. The
main reason for that is because during that
time no one could be found to administer
a whipping. One whipping was actually
ordered but could not be carried out for
the reason I have just given.

Mr-. Tonkin: Accept the amendment on
the understanding that a member of an-
other place undertakes to give the whip-
ping.

The MINISTER FOR LA-BOUR: It is
not worth arguing about. Should a whip-
ping- be ordered I will, as Mfinister, do my
best to discourage anyone from giving it
I move -

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I hope tbe
Minister will not agree to this. Certain
members of this House have laid downm a
principle by which they are prepared to
abide. This is a clause which we passed,
I believe, unanimously. It went through
without a ''no." I am not sure what the
voting was; in another place, but a consid-
Peble number of members voted for the
whipping. They are medieval in their out-

look. Some of them can hardly remember
when their own children were young. To
give a child a spanking- when it is naughty,
and can immediately be smacked, does no
harm as the child soon forgets it, but when
a magistrate says that at a certain time a
child is to be whipped, it alters that child's
whole outlook on life. A feeling of hatred
against society will be engendered in the
child, i ould prefer to have the Bill
thrown out to accepting something with
which T thoroughly disagree.

Mr. HUGHES: Rather than that we
should accept the amendment, the Council
should be made to take the responsibility for
throwing the Bill out. Surely we are not
going to let it perpetuate an anachronism
like whipping! The Minister must be be-
coming anacinie to give way so readily.

Mr. STYANTS: We should not retain on
our statute-book a provision of this kind,
which is fifty years behind the times. Cor-
poral chastisement administered by a parent
is entirely different from a whipping in-
flicted by order of a court.

Mr. WATTS: The Council should be more
practical. There has not been a whipping
for 15 years and, when one was ordered,
nobody could be found to administer it. It
is of no use retaining a punishment that
cannot be inflicted.

The 'MINISTER FOR LABOUR: As one
accustomed to blame another place from
time to time, I have been pleased to hear
the remarks of members. We seem to have
tin all-party agreement on the matter, and
in viewv of that I ask leave to withdraw my
mnot ion.

Motion, b 'y leave, withdrawn.
The MINISTER FOR LABOUR :I

move-
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause iS-Delete the words "and
one hundred ant]l forty-two"' in line 20:

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This is
consequential, and I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No0. 3. Clause 19-Delete:
The M1INISTER FOR LABOUR: This

amendment is eonsaquential on No. 4, which
was framed by the Government to alter Sec-
tion 124 of the Act in such a way as to meet
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requests made by members on Clause 19. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 4. New clause-Insert a new clause

after Clause 13, to stand as Clauise 14, as
follows:

Amendment of s. 124.
14. Section one hundred and twenty-

four of the principal Act is amended-
(a) be deleting the word "malicious-

ly" in line five;
(b) by inserting the words "excpt

with tbh consent of the Minits-
ter" after the word "person" in
line five.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
This will mean that no information regard-
ing the prosecution of a child s-hall be made
available except with the consent of the Min-
ister.

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the Council's amendment be amended

by striking out all the words after the word
"is'' and inserting the following in lie:-
"hereby repealed and a new section substi-
tuted as follows: -'Whenever any child has
been committed to the care of the State or has
been committed to an institution or has been
convicted under this Act, the fact of such
committal or conviction shall not be disclosed
to any person except with the consent of the
Minister or be admitted as evidence in any
court of law except a children's court.' "1

The Council's amendmeiit to Section 124
does not meet the desires of members here.
Even with the Council's amendment, the sec-
tion would only prevent the conviction being
made public when the child was under the
age of 18- When a child attains the age of
18, apparently the conviction is not under
that ban. The desire was that no conviction
should be made use of in the case of a child
under 16, but we can forget that and adopt
the age of 18. My amendment will ensure
that, except with the consent of the Minister,
or for the purpose of making use of the
record before a children's court, the record
of convictions or comnmittals may not be
made available.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I ac-
cept the hoin. member's proposal.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed;, the' Council's amendment, as
jmended, ared to.

Resolutions reported and the report
idopted.

A committee consisting of Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver, Mr. Watts and the Minister for
Labour drew up reasons for not agreeing to
certain of the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message according-
ly returned to the Council.

BILL-ADMIMSTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 2).

Council's Amendments.

Scheduale of three amendments made by
the Council further considered.

In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit.
ting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on amendment No. 1 made by the
Council to Clause 3, as follows-

Insert after the word "King'' in line 9,
the words ''or was a member of any medical
corps nursing service attached to any of the
Forces aforesaid.''

The PREMIER: I have ao objection to
ris amendment. It is one which we agreed
shiould be made, and I gave an assurance
that it would be moved when the Bill was
before the Legislative Council. I move-

That time amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3-Delete the word "direct"
in line i2:

The PREMIER: When the Sill was being
considered in Committee in this Chamber I
gave an assurance that an amendment to
delete the word "direct' would be moved in
the Council. That has been done, and this
Committee is asked to agree to it. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 3. Clause 3--Add at the end of Sub-

section 1 the words "and the expression
;active service' means any service outside
Australia as a member of any of the said
forces."

The PREMIER: There was considerable
discussion in this Chamber in regard to the
interpretation of "active service-" This
arnenilment is the Council's short definition.
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of the term, and as it embodies the views of
This Committee, I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendiment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-DEATH DUTIES (TAXING)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Concitl's A inendmnents.

Schedule of nine amendmients made by
the Council flow considered.

III Oommnittee.

Mr. 3Marshiall in the Chair; the Premier
ii. charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2-Insert after the word
"King" in line 16 the wvords "or was a
iiember of any medical corps nursing ser-
vice attached to any of the Forces afore-
said."

The PREMIER: This Bill and the one
just dealt with are correlated, one being a
taxing measure and the other all administra-
tive measure. This amendment and amend-
mient Noa. 1 niade to the previous Bill are
similar. I mov

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2-Delete the word "direct"
in line 2, page 2:

The PREMIER: This is similar to
Anendment No. 2 in the previous measure.
I moveW-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil~s
amendmnlt agreed to.

Silting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

No. 3. Clause 2-Add at the end of the
proposed new proviso a paragraph as fol-
lows:-"Por the purposes of this proviso
the expression 'active service' means any
service outside Australia as a member of
any of the %aid Forces."

No. 4. Clause 3: Insert after the word
"King" in line 29 the words.-"or was a
member of any medical corps nursing ser-
vice attached to any of the Forme afore-
said. 7 r

No. 5. Clause 3: Delete the word "direct'
in line 32.

No. 6. Clause 3: Add at the end of the
clause the following :-"For the purposes of
this prqviso the expression 'active servitw'
means any service outside Australia as a
member of any of the said Forces."

No. 7. Clause 4: Insert after the word
"King" in line 22 the words-"or was a
memnler of ally medical corps nursing ser-
vice attached to Oily of the Forces afore.
said."

No. S. Clause 4: Delete the word
'direct" in line 25.

No. 0. Clause 4: Add at the end of the
clause the following :-"'For the purposes of
this proviso the expression 'active service'
means any service outside Australia as a
member of any of the said Forces."

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions rteported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

In Comm~ittee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. '.%r. J.
Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, Tramnways, Ferries, and
Electricity Supply, L3,407,980; (partly con-
sidered)

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [7.85]: I was
sorry to hear the Minister conclude his re-
marks in introducing his Estimates last
night by sayinlg that the position of the
railways would be as usual. If that were
so, it would he a great pity. I have every
hope that the position will be greatly im-
proved as a result of the year's operations;
and already there are heartening signs indi-
cative of that. I do not know whether it is
because new officers are in charge, hut cer-
tainly the provision for meeting the require-
ments of the travelling public has been
greatly improved compared with what was
apparent in previous years. I hope that
satisfactory state of affairs will continue and
that even greater efforts will be made to
raise the standard of the railway service to
what I think it should be. There is cer-
tainly still room for improvement.
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I cong ratu late the department on the ex-
celledt servie rendered to certain country
districts -where water had to be supplied last
rear. In parts of my electorate in particu-
lar, where water supplies were exceedingly
short last year, the Railway Department
carried out an excellent job in meeting the
situation. Unfortunately it may have to
repeat the effort this year because of short-
age of water supplies. At any rate, on be-
half of the settlers concerned, I congratulate
the department and thank the officers for
what they did last year. This time the sup-
plies in the railway dams are not satisfae-
tory and, although the position coultd easily
be relieved by a good thunderstorm, we ca.n-
not rely on that. I understand the railway.,
are already taking steps to meet the heavy,
demand that may be expected from the outer
districts where water supplies are exceed-
ingly -short.

During the course of his speech last night
the Minister made a peculiar statement whvn
he said lie hoped the criticism by members
would not be harsh, He went on to intimate
that we could not compare the railways here
with those operating in the Eastern States
because the positions were not comparable.
We were also told we could not compare the
position regarding the State railways with
the Midland Company's result;, because the
company had land to sell and that had to be
considered in conjunction with railway re-
turns. Before that we were told we could
not compare our system with the South
African system-because the conditions were
different. In such circumstances, how the
dickens is it possible to make any compari-
son? Certainly there is not much left with
which to make it.

Mfr. Watts: Our railways are incompar-
able.

Mr. SEWARD: I am afraid we must
adopt some method of making a comparison
and later on I shall do so in relation to
the Midland Company's operations. The
figures quoted by the Minister were rather
interesting but disappointing and that
applies also to the statistics embodied
in the annual report of the Commis,-
sioner of Railways. Comparing the -re-
sults for last year with those of the pre-
vious year the Minister was able to disclose
a certain improvement in relation to por-
tion of the railway service hut, in making
such comparisons, we must go beyond the

immediate ps~t in order to seure a better
perspective. I shall show that the improve-
ment effected in con nection with last year's
activities has not yet reached the standard
achieved some years ago. For instance, dlur-
ing 1940-41, 11,500,000 passengers were var-
ried, whereas for the year 1935-36 the numi-
her of passengers carried was 13,000,000.
Therefore the railways last year -were
2,000,000 short under that heading. T 0limi
that comparison is quite legitimate.

We are enititled to expect the railways to
show an increase in the number of passen-
gers carried hecause of petrol rationing. If
the department provided a satisfactory ser-
vice, in view of the high cost of petrol and
the rationing of supplies people would he
ready to patronise the system. But the ar-
rangements are such today that it is dill-
cult to get the public to do so. Let members
consider the position of the lines radiating
from Narrogin out to Kutin and Koji-
dinin and other centres, and also the
line to Wiekepin and Corrigia. Wieke-
pin is 160 miles from Perth and yet it takes
four days to travel from Wickepin to Perth
and hack again. Two days arc required for
the journey up and two days for the jour-
ney down. In those circumstances people
cannot be expected to travel by rail.

The position is much the same regarding-
Kondinin, but fortunately the Diesel coach
has been put on that line once a week and
I trust that will successfully meet the re-
quizrements. I hope the Diesel service will
he extended to other branch lines. In my
opinion the coaches should not be run on
the main lines because the heavy rails will
take the fast travelling steam trains. When
Diesel coaches have not been available the
steam train has been able to run to the
Diesel schedule showing that the fast steam
train can give the same service. Then we
can take the parcels traffic in which connec-
tion the figures show that the department is
just holding its own. Last year the returns
showed that £E185,000 was received on ac-
count of parcels traffic, whereas in 1939 the
returns represented £100,000, showing that
last year £5,000 less was received than in
1939. There again room for improvement
is shown. Take the position of goods traf-
fic! Last year 2,600,000 tons were carried
whereas in 1939 the tonnage totalled
2,850,000 and in 1938 the tonnage wats
3,000,000. That discloses considerable room
for improvemnent. The total earn ings9 last year
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amounted to £3,600,000 odd, which is just
about the same as in former years. In fact,
the total earnings have not fluctuated very
much since 1935. The Commissioner in his
report also drew attention to the matter of
working expenses in proportion to earnings.
Last year the gross working expenses per-
centage to earnings was 77.20, whereas dur-
ing the previous year it was 79, in 1938 it
was 73, in 1936 it was 72, and in 1935 it was
71. That means that in 1935 the percentage
of working expenses to total earnings was
6 per cent. below what it is today. There is
certainly room for improvement there.

Last night the Minister drewv attention to
the position regarding interest charges and
mentioned that the interest bill totalled
£1,030,279. It does not matter much what
the interest bill may he so long as good use
is being made of the money that is borrowed.
That is what has to be watched, If pro-
perly used, £1,000,000 may be an easily sup-
portable debt hut if the capital is not pro-
perly used such a sum mnay pr-ove an insur-
mountable burden. The percentage of net
revenue to capital during the last five ycars
was 3.60 per cent., whereas for the pre-
vious five years the percentage was 3.80 per
cent. So the net revenue to capital has
fallen. These are matters to which the Mfin-
ister could very well draw the attention of
the Commissioner, because the amount of
the interest bill is not so frightening pro-
vided the money is put to the best use.
The Commissioner will have to make better
use of the capital at his disposal. The sur-
plus of earnings over working expenses for
last year was £813,000. For the last three
years it amounted to £2,229,163, whereas
for the previous three years the total was
£9,767,954. So that in those three periods
the average annual surplus of earnings over
working expenses was £500,000 better. Again
the railways are slipping! As regards pas-
sengers, it is in the suburban traffic that
the department is falling behind.

The Minister for Lands: I think the
major loss would be in the country traffic.

Mr. SEWARD: For last year the subur-
ban passenger traffic carried comprised
9,967,000 passengers, whereas in 1935 the
number was 11,500,000.

The Minister- for Lands: But there is the
loss on super and wheat haulage.

Mr. SEWAUIl): I will deal with that
directly. On tihe figures I have quoted I
think it will be agreed that the Commis-
sioner of Railways can make a much more
thorough investigation and find that there
is room for much improvement. A few-
years ago-in fact, on several occasions-
I complained of the fact that every year
when we comue round to springtime we see
iron trucks going up and down the rail-
ways containing sheep for which no pro-
tection whatever is provided. What the
unfortunate animals must suffer with a foot.
and a half of space above them in the
truck to keep out the air, and a fierce sun
blazing down on them! That is not fair
treatment. Sheep buyers will not send
their sheep by the railway under those
conditions. They would sooner drove sheep
100 or 150 miles. The sheep sweat in the
trucks and lose condition. Moreover, sheep
arc also lost because the trucks arc not
suitable.

The Mlinister for Railways: That is ex-
ceptional.

Mr. SEWARD: It is not exceptional.
It occurs year after year. A few weeks
ago I asked the Minister the following ques-
tions and received the following answers:-

Midland Sales.
1. Is hie aware that for weeks past stock

hav-c been arriving at thle Midland Government
stock sales so late that frequently sales have
hid to be stopped until further entries arrived
even as late as .3 p.m.?

.No, these have been isolated occasions, due
to mechanical failures when stock trains bave
arrived late,' but only on one occasion due to
a derailment has the arrival been as late as
8 P.M.'

2. Arc the delays caused by late arrivals of
trains or b~y defects in the marshalling yards

At this time of year, fat stock sales are at
tle peak and both railways and stock agents
ore taxed to maintain the schedule.
I have taken a few examples during last
mouth, and the days selected do not include
the (lay on which the last rake of trucks
did not ar-rive at the sale yards until 3 p.m.

Midland Saleyards.
19th Novemb~er 7 rakes of trucks were de-

livered at the sale yards. The first in at
4 a.m.; 6th is at 9.40 ain.; last in at 12.13
p.m. No rakis (-nie in between 9.40 am. and
12.13 p.m.

fith November: 6 rakes were delivered, the
first ait 4 a.m.. last in at 11.35 a.m,. After
5 rakes were unloaded, there was a delay of
35 minutes before the empties were taken out.
Altogether, over an hour's delay in moving
empties this day.
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29hOcoe: 8 rakes delivered, the first at
:3.45 a.m.; last at 1 p.m. Between the 5th and
0th, delay or 35 minutes in moving empties
out; 6th rake arrived at 10.10 and unloaded
at 10.44. Rake nlot takenaayutl1.4
7th rake unloaded at 12.25, not moved oat
until 12,55; an htour and a half lost this day
through delay iti moving out empty trucks.

The agents have ain efficient staff which
unload-; a ratke of 30 to 41) trucks in a
qunarter of an hour, but their work is nulli-
fied by the long delays in having the empty
trucks removed, and thin, despite the fact
that a railway engine is on hand, as are the
necessary railway officials to direct and
Performi railway work. I direct the Minis-
ter'~s attention to these delays and ask that
mevasures be taken to obviate them. I also
want to call attention to the number of
sheep trucks in commission-I refer to
four-wheel vehicles. Today 480 are in
conlnhis.4ion, the samie number as last year;
while a year previously 430 were in use, the
figures for the four previous years being
378, 378, :173 and 367.

Dealing with the improved type of sheep
trucks, I point out that of OXA., 204 were
in use last year as against 200, and 144 and
92 for the three preceding years, I corn-
mend the Minister's attention to these
figures because while there has been a certain
increase, there is still a great demand
for these trucks. It is not right to send down
sheep in iron trneks that were originally In-
tended for the bulk handling of wheat or
something of that description. Indeed, I
wonder the Society for the Prevention of
CruLelty to Animals does not take action to
compel the Commissioner to obtain a better
type of truck for the transport of sheep.
The Minister also drewv attention to the fact
that some of the increase in the money re-
cived from passengers was due to soldaiers.
I was very much afraid of that, and I re-
mind the 'Minister that it wvas due in a mea-
sure to the great delay that took place in
granting concessions to soldiers travelling
lnst year. For a considerable time the sol-
diers were charg&ed full fares. That was cer-
tainily Most Unjust to them.

Unfortunately I hare again to call atten-
tion to the coaching stock on the Great
Southern line, the line I travel on mostly.
We have continuous changes; of the coaches
on the line. That was the first thing I
noticed. For a run of about a month there
wtill be a certain coach on the train. That
coach might be fairly up-to-date. Certainly it

is not new, but it is fairly well renovated.
That coach is taken away and] a most dilapi-
dated coach is substituted-with blinds all
torn, which will not stay down, and in every
respect unattractive, These carriages are an
absolute disgrace to the department. One
has to shake- the dlust out of the sheets
before gettingl between them. People will
njot travel in carriages like that. On a main
railway it ought to be possible to set aside
half a dozen coaches and keel) thenm per-
nianently on tlie line. These remarks may
also apIply to the South-Western Railway
and other lines.

The 'Minister for Railways: One has to
take the good with the bad.

'Mr. SEWARD: But' wve get all the bad.
We would like to have a bit of the good,
if it ean be spared. 'My colleagues from the
Great Southern district will bear out what
I have said regarding the coaches. Another
matter I would like to draw the Minister's
attention to is the disgraceful building at
Spencer's Brook for the accommodation of
the refreshment room contractor. If that
building were in Perth it would certainly ho
cemined as unfit for human hahitation.
Yet it serves as a habitation for the con-
tractor and his wife and four or five young
girls employed there. All those people are
herded into that building, which is a dis-
gr~ace to the railway service. It is high
time those people were given at least a de-
cent place to live in. I would like to see
attention given to this.

Another matter to which I desire to draw
the 'Minister's attention is whether or not the
contractors for railway refreshment rooms
are bound to supply certain things. Take
the refreshment room at Chidlows! Last
week when coming down I could obtain no
Cruit at the stall. The girl said there was
no fruit hecause the contractor could not
get any. That is a ridiculous statement in
view of the fact that Perth shops are stocked1
up with fruit, I think the contractor must
be hound to supply certain commodities.
Surely some conditions must bhe laid diown
act to that in the contract.

The Minister for Railways: Is that the
only time the contractor had no fruit?

Mr. SEWARD: It is only a late occur-
rence, and I hare not known it to happen
before. That was on Tne.9sday morning last.
I desire to call attention to the -fact that in
the "Government Gazette"l of the 26th Sep-
teniher, 1941, appears a notice of an altera-
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tion to the (]oodb Rates Book dated the Ist
October, 1941. It reads a,, follows--

Page 50; from 1-10-1941:.
Delete:-

Wileat, baggedl-Special grain, inli%.
3s. 641. per bag.

Whct. bulk-Sperisl grain, plats 9(1. per
ton.

In'ert:
Wheat, icagged-Grain, maxs. -Is. 6d. per

bag.
MWeat, bulk-Grain, plus 9d. per tonl.

That is rather unintelligible% unless one knows
what it is about, so I shall explain it for
the hcnehit of memiber'. It mneans that fronh
thle Ist October last wheat freights have been
increased, thlrough circumstances for -which
the war aloine is responsible, by Ua. Id. per
toil on on canverage haul of 141 miles,, or Id.
per buslwi. There has been on increase
from 12s. 4d. per toll (special grain rate)
to 15s. 5d. lier ton (grain rate), with a
inamnni of I9s. (3d1. per bag on aill bagged
wheat. That aipplies to wheat shifted to
some port which is not the nearest port.

The Minister for Railways: That is to
encourage the tranlsport Of Wheat to its
natural port.

Mr. SEWARD: 'Nothing of the sort. The
Minister knows -very well that that it; not

s.It is iniplv to put a tax on the wh%-eat.
that has to lie taken to another por1t due to
war cxigeneiro-. The Mfinister need not shake
his, head,

The Minister for Railways: You are defin-
itelyv wrong.

Mr. SEWARD: I am definitely right, as I
shall be pleased to prove to the 'Minister
Wheat that is taken to the nearest port is
(bar~ged a ,pvcial wheat rate. T shall take
the average haul, which the Commisqioner
points out is 141 miles. If the wheat is
taken under the special grain rate,
there is a charge on it of 3s. Id. per
tonl less than the grain rate. Tn other
words, it is. 1d. per bushel. That mneans4
that for the 141-mile journey, instead of
the charge being 12s. 4d. a tonl, it is; 15s . 3 d.'a ton whent grain rate is charged. I also
point ant that in addition to the increase
of 3s. Id. pecr ton on this wheat, it is siub-
ject to a surcharge of 9d. per ton for hulk
w-heat. As; 95 per cent. of the wheat handled]
last year was bulk wheat, it means that on
the average haul of 141 miles, there is addi-
tional freight of 3s. 1df. per ton plus 9d, a
ton. That is for wheat that cannot be sent
to its nearest port, but has to be deflected to

Fremantle on account of the war. That is
a most unfair imposition. The wheat grower
is not responsible for the fact that the wheat
cannot he shipped fromn Geraldton. This at-
.S0 applies to other ports, hut I am dealing
with Gerald ton. Wheat from that district
miust now be taken to Fremantle in order
to be shipped; that i.-s not due to any fault
oif the grower, but to the wvar. I shall give
the Committee some figures. If the w-heat
is broughit dlown on the Mlidland line, the
diAunc is 306 miles; so that instead of a
freight of 19s. 6id., the freight is 24s. Ii., an
ilercase of -4s. 7d. above the special prain
rate.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
in favour of wheat being shipped from it.,
nearest port?

Mr. SEWARD: If that wheat were
brought down via Wongan Hills, the dis-
tance would be .997 miles. That would in-
volve an increase of.Gs. a ton in the freight,
so that, in stead of thie freight being 24s., it
is 30s., equal to 2d. per bushel increase. The
Minister cannot puit it over me that I am not
in favour of wheait heing consigned to its
nearest port.

The Mfinister for Railways: You are argu-
ing to that effect.

Mr. SEWARD: 'No. I tried to make the
position clear to the Minister. The point is
that the wheat cannot he consigned from
Geraldton, because at present shipping does
not eall at that port; so it has to he con-
signed to Fremantle.

Thle 'Minister for Lands: And then be
bagged I

Mr. SEWARn: T amn not dealing with
that phiase iiist now. Whether it is bagged
or bulk, the point is that it cannot he sent
fromi Gcraldton because vessels do not call
there to pick iftiup. The growers should Tnt
be -ha rgcd 2d. a bushel extra for bringing
that wheat down to Fremantle. It is a gross
im position on them. We have prote4ed
about it before and I protest against it
again tonight. I will read thle regulation
in the "Government Gaztte --

When wheat in truck loards (either baigged
Or in hulk) is conisigned:

(a) To tile nearest port,
(b) To a mill for gristing,
(ce) To any station for public auction,
(di) After private sale (but not intendedl

for export) to any consignee within
the State,

the rate chargeable on bagged wheat will be
special grain, and on hulk wheat, special grain
plus Rd. per ton.
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I do not want the Minister to think I aim
sying anything against the porls of Gerald-

ton, Albany or Bunbury. Owing to the
war, the wheat must be sent to Fremantle,
and extra freight is charged to the farmer
on that account.

The only other matter to which I wish to
refer is the 9d. per ton extra on hulk wheat.
That has been ventilated several times dur-
ing recent years. I bare always maintained
it is an unjust charge and that there is no
valid reason for it. Bulk wheat is easier
for the railways to handle than is bagged
wheat.

The M3inister for Railways: No.
Mr. SEWARD: The trucks are loaded

quicker.
The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. SEWARD: That has been the ex-

perience of the 'Midland Railway Co.
The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. SEWARD; Allow me to finish. When

bulk handling was first introduced, the Comn-
missioner for Railways decided to charge
this impost of 9d. a ton, because he was
not too enthusiastic about handling bulk
wheat, notwithstanding that it cost the de-
partusent nothing to instal the system. The
Midland Railway Co. was even less enthus-
iastie and decided to place an impost of
is. Gd. per ton on it. This the company has
since removed, because it states the charge
is not warranted. Yet the Railway DeLpart-
mnt says it is not sufficiently recompensed
even by the additional charge of 9d.

The Minister for Railways: That is tuy
opinion.

Mr. SEWARD:- There is something radi-
cally wrong with the management of the
Government railways when a private com-
parsy can remove the impost and say there
is no necessity for it. I do hope the MAin-
ister will not be bluffed by talk of that kind
on the part of the railways, Ile should ask
the department to supply him with figures~
and fully investigate the matter. If lie
does, he will not be long in reaching the
conclusion that the impost is unjust and
should be removed. I also hope the Minister
will go into the other matters I have raised.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.0] : It is not
may intention to delay the Committee long
on these Estimates:- hut, in view of the fact
that between £25,000,000 and £30,000,000 of
public money is invested in our railways, I

think it right that members should criticise
their control and management. I hare not
much criticism to offer upon my experience
of the Great Southern line, but there arc
one or two matters to which 1 desire to
draw the Minister's attention. The Commis-
sinner of Railways has no right whatever to
charge excessive rents for refreshment rooms.
That is utterly wrong in principle and I
shall give the Committee an instance that
has comle Under nl notice in. raly own ee-
torate. It proves there are one or two
screws loose in the methods that have been
adopted by the Railway Department for the
last 25 or :i0 years.

Is the Commissioner justiled in asking a
widow to pay £5 per week for the right to
s~ell refreshiments at the Wagin railway
station? Mlembers are aware that the travel-
ling public for the last 15 or 20 years has
steadily declined, especially in country dis-
trit-ts. Farmners who formerly let contracts
for clearing and development now have
their farmls fully improved, so that the
travelling to and fro of the people who
undertouk suchi contracts has discontinued.
But the Commissioner still charges £5 a week
for the right to uise, the Wagin refreshment
momlls. The leseabs not only lost the
capital she put into the business but has had
to walk omit penniless. I have made protests
about these outrageous charges from time
to time, but without any result whatever.

The Mlinister for Railways: The refresh.
iuemit rooms are let by tender.

Mr". STCEBS: I hare ]ravelled in the
middle of winter fromn Newdegate to Wagin,
a distance of 110 miles. Women and
children were in the train, which arrived at
Wagin after midnight. They, had to wait
two or three hour11s before they could get
a cup of tea. These many appear to be small
things, hut nevertheless they are serious, as
the result has been loss of patronage by
women and children of our spur lines. The
rtefreshmaent roomns at WVagiii were estab-
lished some 28 or 30 years ago, hut they
have been empt 'y now for two years. Why?
Because the department insists upon such
a high rent. It may be said that the rooms
are advertised by the department. Thme
Comumissioner mizht say, "We advertised the
Wagin refreshment rooms, but dlid not get
v tender." Is that to he wondered at, when
the lust teniant, after having repeatedly
tried to ge-t a reducetion in the rent, bad to
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walk out penniless? The Commissioner did
decide to reduce the rent by £1 a week, but
in the meantime the patronage had declined
to such an extent that the woman walked
out with only the clothes she stood up in.
I ask the 'Minister, in the right spirit, to
see that the railway refreshment rooms are
maintained in a proper way. Travellers
who have paid their fares are entitled to
obtain refreshments at a reasonable price,
and they cannot do so if the Commissioner
charges high rents for the rooms. They
should have been established, and I think
they were, with one important object in
view, the convenience of the public.

A few weeks ago it took me from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. to travel 100 miles from the
Great Eastern line to the Great Southern.
That journey should have been accom-
plishedi in far less time. Is it any wonder
that a large number of people refrain from
travelling when they have to put up with
that sort of inconvenience The carriages
on that line are obsolete. If the M4iniste-r
or the Commissioner, denies the truth of
my assertion, I would like thenm to make
the journey, and they will find out that the
complaint I am making is not one of carp-
ing criticism. It is made with one object
in view, namely, the desire to get back, by
speeding up, the traffic which has been lost
through Iyng journeys at night-time. I
am sure the 'Minister's officers have the
desire to do the best they can to secure
revenue but, unless the public gets the or-
dinary conveniences which are sometimes
lacking, especially on the spur lines, and
while high prices are charged for ref resh-
nments at the station refreshment rooms,
the traffic that has been lost will never be
regained.

1 endorse some of the points raised hy
the member for Pingelly, and especially his
remarks on stock travelling in the heat of
the day for long distances without proper
overhead protection. I have seen that oc-
cur on .several occasionsq. During the course
of a couple of days' journey, 10 per cent.
of their weight is lost. If trucks could bhe
put on, capable of preventing stock from
being in the sun for a day or a day and a
half, it would be a step in the right direc-
tion. I commend to the MI~inister the
points raised by the member for Pingelly.
and the few -remarks I have made on what
I have noticed on the Great Southern line.

I hope an endeavour will he made tb.
remedy what I consider is one of the rea-
sons why the railways are not as popular
as they should be.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [8.20): I listened
with interest to the introduction by the
Minister of these Nstimates. I am. pleased
to hear that hie has an incomparable rail-
way service. He did not want it to be
compared with the various Australian and
South African lines, as the member for
Pingelly pointed out. I assume the service
is an inconiparable one in the best aceepta-
tion of the term. Personally, I use the
railways a lot.

The MNinister for Labour: You do not
provide much revenue!

Mr. BOYLE: I provide as much as does
the Minister. I have no personal complaints
to make.

The Mfinister for Lands: You are almost
friendly tonight.

Mr. BOYLE: They are working under
great. pressure. In times like these. we
should be a bit lenient in our criticism of
this particular service. Today it has under-
taken a g reat deal of work which was pre-
viously carried out by motor ears and so
forth. The Minister says that the interest
bill on the railways is £1.,154,000.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
whole of thle interest hill. The interest on
the railways is £1,030,000.

Mr. BOYLE: I have protested repeatedly
against a principle that applies the whole
of the interest to the cost of the railways-
the £1,030,000 mentioned by the 'Minister-
which is a national service. Many of these!
lines were built as developmental lines, and
political railways, in many instances. I
mention the railway built to Southern
Cross from the north, now known as the
"top loop.'' I suppose there arc not 10
per cent. of the settlers remaining hetween
Southern Cross and 3lukinbudin. Because
of that, the rest of the settlers in Western
Australia are plastered with the whole of
the interest hill. Qneensland and Victoria,
have adopted a system of writing down the
capital cost of railways, and that should
he done here. The excess of earnings over
working expenses amounted to £,770,000,
Yet the M1inister tells us that we have to
face a deficit of £188,000.

The Minister for Railways: The excess
on the railways is £260,000.
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Mr, BOYLE: The difference is between
the £770,000 and the £1,000,000 interest.
The Minister referred to wheat freight.
11e did not emphasise that position as he
should have done. The figures in that con-
nection, as given by him for the last year,
amount to £448,000. That was returned on a
21,000,000 bushel crop. This year, on a
37,000,000 crop, the Minister estimates a re-
turn of £360,000. Actually, the freight, in
normal times, on that wheat at 14s. a ton
would be something like £750,000. So, as the
Minister said, the wheat has to stop in the
country. He should point out that the actual
revenue to be received will be short this year
by £400,000 owing to the inability of the
authorities to shift that wheat out of the
State. On the face of it, it appears as if the
wheat industry in Western Australia has de-
clined to the extent of the falling-off in re-
venue, whereas it is a potential revenuie wait-
ing in the eastern districts.

I desire now to deal with a muore local
matter, These Estimates hare, to us country
representatives, a local significance which
often transcends their general importance.

The Minister for Lands: I thoughlt you
looked very friendly when you got up.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister for Lands is
in an extraordinarily good mood. Perhaps
the proposed Parliamentary extension for
12 months has bucked him up. We are so
used to seeing him angry that I now feel
afraid of the Greeks when they come bearing-
gifts.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to
do with the railways.

Mr. BOYLE: There is in my electorate a
most important railway centre at Merredin.

Mr. Hughes: It is important for Mlerre-
din!

Mr. BOYLE: -No. It is a centre which
clears all the traffic through to the gold-
fields. It does not matter where the traffic
comes from, it is cleared through 'Merredin.
To say that the drivers and firemen in Mferre-
din are seething is to use a mild expression.
These men arc working night and day, and
it is a disgrace to the Railway Department
that it will not repair the engines. Re-
cently 56 lbs. weight of metal fell out of the
tyre of a wheel of an engine travelling from
Yellowdine to Merredia. The drivers ran-
not sit on the seats provided hut have to
remain on their feet. I heard the member
for Nedlands. tonight confer an economic
faculty on Merredin that it does not pos-

sess. He referred to its railway workshops.
There are two railway fitters in Merredin
working around the clock in order to keep
these crocks on the road. It is grossly un-
fair to put on to the engine-drivers and fire-
men the responsibility of working worn-out
engines. I fear there may be a tragedy.;
there may be a breakdown involving loss o f
life. The Minister would be well advised to
have established at Merredin adequate means
of dealing with engines and rolling stock
which today are operating, at terrific pres-
sure. The men are called out at nll hours
of the day and night, and the engine-drivers
and firenien cannot make use of the facilities
for comfort provided by the depaxrment.

The local branch of the union has brought
the matter under the notice of the Commis-
sioner and under the notice of its own
unlion, I was, the other day, asked to inspect
anl engine. I certainly am no authority on
engines, but the frame was cracked. The
lateral play in the boxes was noticeable. It
is possible to tell that His Majesty's engines
arc coining, long before they can be seen in
that country. The department is not justi-
fied in cheese-paring, or cutting down ex-
penses at the risk of a breakdown, or at the
cost of these men's health and strength.

Reference has been made to the imposi-
tions on the carriage of wheat. If the nor-
mnal wheat traffic of Western Australia were
taken into account-it is about £,700,000--
there would be very little else for the rail-
ways to do in the country districts. Allied
with the wheat traffic is the wool traffic,
which is one of the finest paying freights.

The Minister for Railways:- We have no
complaint about 'Wool.

Mr. BOYLE: No, certainly not! There
are, in the wheat belt today, between
6,000,000 and 7,000,000 sheep run as at side-
line to the wheat industry.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: And the private 'Mid-
land company carries wheat cheaper than
the Minister does in hulk.

M1r. BOYLE: They imposed an amount
of is. 6id. per ton on bulk wheat, and after
12 months their conscience worried them and
they removed that impost. I am sure the
M1inister has never inspected a wheat bin
and does not know the ease andi facility with
which the Westralian Farmers Ltd., handles
the hulk wheat, fills these trucks and hands
them back to the department. There is no
such thing as demurrage in that regard. The
wheat flows from the bin into the truck.
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The Minister for Lands: Somne of the
-wheat walks in!

M1r. BOYLE: That would come under the
livestock rates. Weevil is inseparable from
wheat. Oniy a little damnp is needed and
weevil oeurs.. Accordinsz to the Australian
Wheat Board, however, the loss from weevil
is not very gr-eat, The otember for -North-

East Fremantle, I think, has somne cause for
grievance on account of the moths that come
out of the weevily' wheat, but this continual
harping by the Minister and the railwa.%
officials o1 tile loss resulting from the car-
riage of wheat has little foundation in fact.
I emuphasise that the farmier doe., not live
by bread alone. Wheat is a collateral to
-wool and livestock. 1 notice that £145,000
or re*Venue is expected fromt livestock. Is
that carried at a lossI Of course not!

FHon. C. G. Latham: Neither is the wheat.
Mr. BOYLE: Taking all the farm pro-

ducition, the department is much in pocket,
and I dto not admit that the transport of
wheat is a losing proposition. Immediately
wheat falls this year to £360,000, the 'Min-
ister announces a deficit of £260,000. The
cost of interest is 30 to 33 per cent, of the
total estimated cost of' running the railways.
WeP have a railway syvstemn working on the
enapital cost of 40 or 50 years ago! Has
anyv depreciation been provided'? It would
lie a fur hotter proposition to impose a de-
poreciation charge or a write-down charge to
brving our railways; into a position compar-
able with those of Queensland and Victoria.

Mr. Rodoreda: What is the real capital
value of the railways?

Mr- BOYLE: That is a moot point. The
hook capital value is £26,000,000, but what
the real capital value is I hesitate to say.

Mr. Rodoredo: Is it less than thati
Mri. BOYLE: Infinitely less.
Mr. tindoreda: What makes you think

that!'
Mr. BOYLE: Is there any provision for

d(lew.iatiom of enigines, rolling stock and
jieriiianeiit way! This is, about the only
liusiness- in Australia where there is no at-
temipt to make a revaluation of the assets.
One mriter I should like to bring tinder
Oth- notice of the Mfinister appeals to me as
a surprising pice of meanness on the part
ot the railway administration. I have to

The Minister for Lands: W~ell, do not say

MrIt. BOYLE: But it is demanded of me
that I do say it

The M1inister for Lands: It will giPve you
dlisleasulre

Mr BOYLE: The Minister is in a highly,
facetious mnood; I amn not. Recently on e of
the greatest catastrophes in the history of
our railwa 'y systemn was narrowly averted.
A washaway occurred at Liveseys siding.
There was a cloudburst:, si- inches of rain
fell in a short time and the line was washed
away for over a quarter of a mile in a most
dangerous section. A constituent of mine,
Charles Legg, happened to be passing, saw
the condition of the line and realised that
the Kalgoorlie express was on its way to
the fields. le battled for a quarter of a mile
through water up to his waist to reach a
telephone, hail falling all the time, nd not
knowing when he aight tumble into a hole.
H~e -avarned (1underdin which in turn warned
all trafliv on the other side, andi thtus an
accident was prevented.

Livesey's crossing is not more than ten
miles from Cunderdin, and in 15 or 21)
mninutes the express would have entered that
s-ection. This washatvay occturred between
14 and 11 p.m., and only the providential
arrival of Legg at the spot averted an ac-
cident. Mr. ILegg was public spirited enough
to risk his life by battling a quarter of a
mile through surginig water to war-n the offi-
cials and, for his pains lie received, at the
cost of a 2d. stamp, a letter fromt the Corn-
nuissioneir thankinig himt for notifying the
department. At the request of constituents
and friends, I wrote to the department and
was told that Legg- had been thanked on the
7th October and that was aUl about it. If
a mian dives into the sea at Cottesloc and
rescues another most likely he receives a
silver or bronze mnedal or some recognition
fromn the Royal Humane Society, and the
society insists upon making a public pre-
sentation of the award. Ministers and mem-
hers are asked to make the presentations.
Yet when Mr. Legz saves the department
great loss; and doubt less is the cause of sav-
ing human lives, he receives a letter of
thanks! 'Mr. Legg has said nothing- to me,
but neighbours and friends, have spoken of
the( cavalier treatment meted out by the die-
partnent. I would like the Minister to take
this matter uip. it is a paltry way of treat-
ing a puiblic-spirited mall for an act of
heroism. His nction was more cold-blooded
thani that of pluniging into the sea to rescue
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someone in distress. He had to make his
way through a quarter of a mile of raging
waters and meet all. sorts of difficulties, but
hie dlid not hesitate. The department's attM-
hide, I consider, is a crowning piece of de-
partinental ineptitude.

I hope the 'Minister will recognise the
work being done by the 200 railway men In
Mferredin who are today clearing traffic fromt
all over the State. They do not ask for
extra recognition, but thiey do want rea-
sonable tools of trade. They want to be able
to sit on thie seats provided in the engines;.
they do not want to return from their runs
with bruised knees, shinis and thighs through
being thrown about. The member for Kal-
goorlie knows something of this.

Mr. 'Marshall: You cannot bring him in.
M-%r. BOYLE: He knows that what I am

saying is correct. I have been invited by
railway men to look at those engines; there IS
no question of my barging in. T hope the
Minister will not wait until a major break-
down occurs. The pennanent way is in ex-
cellent condition, hut what is the use of that
if the rolling stock is in bad order? It is
not fair to the men working tinder very
great pressure. There have been enlistments
from their number, and the other men are
standing lip to the job. The department
should recognise their efforts by providig
decent tools of trade for them.

MR. McLAB.TY ('Murray-Wellington)
[8.40] : I wish again to direct the Minister's
attention to the numerous fires being caused
along the railway lines by locomotives. Al-
thoug-h we had a discussion onl this matter
a few nights ago when the member for
AVill ianis-Narrogin brought down a motion
regarding spark arresters, I feel fully justi-
fledl in again speaking on the matter tonight.
I ask the Minister to show some practical
sympathy toward the farmers who are burnt
out. It appears to me that a farmer who
is burnt out, lock, stock and barrel, has no
chance of succeeding in a claim for damages
against the Commissioner. To try to recover
damages is futile. The Commissioner -says
he is using the most efficient spark arrest er
procurable, has burnt the dry grass in the
railway reserve, and has dlone all he can to
prevent fires occurring;, therefore there is
no liability on the department. Surely that
is wrong!

A farmer -should not have a claim against
the Commissioner unless he tan prove that

he also has taken all reasonable precautions
to prevent his property from being burnt
out. Many farmers are taking these pre,
cautions. A number of them are losing a
great deal of feed by burning very wide
breaks in order to protect their properties,
but they have not been successful. The other
night we were told that certain people had
received £1,000 for inventing the best spark
arrester obtainable. I do not know that it
is the best! If it is, it is a long way from
being efficiet.t Otherwise these fires would
not he Occuirring SO frequently. Whenl I
travelled to Perth three weeks ageo, between
Pinjarra, and Byrord, I saw no fewer than
a dozen fires cauised by the engines. Such
fires, are occurring almost daily. It is time
we made the department responsible for the
damage done from this cause.

When I approach the Commissioner of
Raiways about the fires he is always most-
sympathetic, and I believe he is doing all
he canl to prevent them, both by using the
spark arresters and by burning the grass in
the railway reserve; but surely it is an in-
justice to an individual when a public utility
causes damage in- this way. I ask that the
Minister give the matter further considera-
tion, aud that when a farmer has taken all
reasonable precautions to protect his pro-
perty he should he compen sated. In the
last few days there have been some disas-
trous fires, in. the district I represent, and.
some of the set tlers have lost everything.
Twelve months' lahour has gone for nothing
and in some eases more than that. This is a
great hardship on the settlers. In some in-
stances not only has the farmer adjacent to
the railway been burnt out, but farmers dis-
tant from the railway have suffered damage
through the spreading of the fires. I ask
the Minister to give this matter serious con-
szideration.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is cream. We are constantly told that
second-grade cream is not wanted. Further-
more, it is not payahle to produce. 'Con-
sideration should be given by the depart-
ncut to the provision of proper shelters for
cream at all stations. Again, the 'Minister
might discuss with his colleague, the 'Minis-
ter for Agriculture, the advisability of mak-
ing provision for the transport of cream in
railway vans. If cream is put into vans
where the heat can get to it, it deteriorates
very rapidly, and anything that can be dlone
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to get cream to the factory as first-grade
cream should be done.

A very close study of the Commissioner's
report has been made by the member for
Pingelly ('.%r. Seward) and he has referred
to the lateness of trains. Late runnings are
common on the South-West line. It must
be admitted that the volume of traffic on
that line has increased tremendously. Had
it not been for the war, portions of the line
would have been duplicated. Notwvithstand-
ing the difficulties, I sometimes wonder why
trains should be so late.

.%r. Rodoreda : It is the accepted practice.

Mr. MeLARTY: Here is an opportunity
for the Minister to alter the practice andl
to declare that it is not acceptable to him.
I know that in many instances it cannot be
helped, but somethin~g might be done to en-
sure that the trains run to time. Perhaps
the question is a minor one, hut it is worthy
of the Minister's consideration., The main
passenger train from the South-West reaches
Perth about 8 O'clock at night. People
travelling from the country 'do not spend
much time in Perth. It is usually a matter
of coming up one day and returning in a
day or two. The train gets into town too
late for them to go anywhere in the even.
ing. Here again I know there are difficul-
ties. Trains come a long way and eonnec-
tions have to be made, hut if the South-
West train could be brought into Perth
earlier it would be very much appreciated by
passengers.

I desire to say something in regard to
electricity extensions. It is a long while
since the Minister visited the Serpentine-
Mundijong district, and lie then expressed
the hope that the district would soon be sup-
plied with electricity. The extensions have
not been made, but I exonerate the 'Minister
from all blame. The materials have not
been available and the work has not been
proceeded with. The poles, however, have
been available for months and I am hoping
that the work will he proceeded with in the
near future. I ask the 'Minister to give con-
sideration to adjacent districts which have
also asked for extensions. In dairying dis-
tricts farmers find it extremely difficult to
oIbtain labour, and the Minister will realise
that if they can be provided with cheap
power much will have been done to solve
the problem of the labour shortage. Fur-
therinore, the prvso of electricity would

make a great difference to the life of the
farmers and settlers generally. I hope it
will not be long before the Minister is able
to tell us that this work will be carried
out.

I appreciate the courtesy I have always
received from railway officials, from the
Commissioner downwards. I know they are
alw-ays out to help the public and give syin-
pathetic consideration to proposals that are
submitted. They are passing through diffi-
cult times at present and many of the
problems are hard to overcome. However, I
feel sure they are doing their utmost to give
the public whatever benefits are possible.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.53]
I do not wish to delay the House very long,
but desire to di-aw attention to one or two
matters that will cost the Railway Depart-
nient nothing in hard cash, but might be try-
ing to the administration. It seems to me
as though the travelling community does not
get the consideration to which it is entitled
from those in charge of the railway system.
People pay very high fares to travel by rail-
way and are entitled to every consideration
an d courtesy that can be afforded them.

Mr. Styants: Hear, hear!
Mr. MARSHALL: That they get courtesy

I dto not dispute, but that they are shown
consideration I flatly deny. Like the mem-
ber for Pingelly, I ave given up complain
ig, about the deplorable condition of the
rolling stock, the engines and the roads, etc.
There was a time when I was very enthusi-
as9tic and constantly' referred to this matter,
but now I realise that there is no finance
and in consequence it is of little use com-
plaining, because the Government is without
money. I admit that the engineers and those
controlling our railways would be ready at
any' given moment to repair all our dilapi-
dated coaches, to bring all our engines up
to a decent state of repair and properly to
nodernise the whole system, but there is no

money and it is therefore a waste of time
to talk about the matter. Until we tackle
the cause of the trouble rather than the ef-
fects, we can go on complaining, without
much hope of redress. The state of affairs
to which the member for Avon referred has
existed for years.

Gradually (auditions have been growing
worse and now, with the increased traffic
due to military activities and the rationing
of petrol, the railways are in a most deplor-
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aole state. Eng-ines that should be in the
shed being repaired have to he out on the
road. I have pointed out dozens of times
that it is no use anyone saying that the
knock of these engines is due to lateral play.
That is all rubbish. It is ordinary wear and
tear. That much is obvious from the sound
of the engines. I marvel at their being
able to draw the loads, because the Railway
Department, remarkable though it seems to
me, has a desire that the engines shall pull
the maximumi toad irrespective of the state
of repair in which they go on the road. Any
mn with exp~erienice knows full well that,
when there is a loose play in the brasses
and on the driving shaft, it interferes with
the eccentric and that interferes with the
power of the engine. Yet the engines, are
expected to continue pulling the maximum
load and probably more. The day will come
when the engine-drivers and firemen will
throw up their jobs and then there will he8
a lot of industrial troubles. We cannot ex-
pect them to go on handling these engines
which are getting worse and worse. I agree
with those members who have already slpokcn
on the matter. I want the Minister to under-
stand, as I said at the outset that, when
people pay very heavily for a privilege,
they are entitled to receive it.

I do not need to remind the Minister that
during excursion time trains from Wiluna
are invariably packed and wve find that there
is only one conductor, who is permitted to
employ the casual labour of one individual.
Those twoe men constitute thle staff required
iii some instances to make uip 200 beds. By
the time the exlperienced man teaches the in-
experienced casual the night has almost gone.
And people pay 15s. for a first-class sleeper
and a very high premium for a second-class
sleeper! I believe that on some trains it
is possible to get the same casual to go on
the next excursion. He has had some ex-
perience by that time and he is a greater
help. On one occasion I understand that it
was after midnight before the last few beds
were Made up. That is a damnable state of
affairs because some of those beds were to
be occupied by women and children and
they were paid for.

The Minister cannot expect to get any
casual labour from Wiluna. The comnpeti-
tion for labour will prevent any possibility
of his obtaining the services of anyone who
is physically fit. He may be able to pick up
an old man or someone who would be alto.

gether incompetent to render anything like
val~Uable service. I urge him to ensure that
those trains in particular are equipped with
more than one mati because nearly all the
trains travel at night. One leaves at 9 p.m.
and another at 7 p.m. The Sunday train
leaves at 3 p.m. or 3.15 p.m. That ii not
so bad because it allows a little more time.
However, hedi cannot be made until night
falls, because to do so would inconvenience
passen gets occupyin the compartments. It
is not fair to make exorbitant charges for
a sleeper and then deny passengers the
rizht to enjoy what they have paidl for. I
ask the Minister to ensure that there is no
repetition of that practice during the forth-
coming excursion period. It is most urgent
that trains, travelling over long distances
outhkcek should be well equipped with water
bags. We know what terrificatlly high tern-
peratures are experienced in the outer gold-
fields, and how damnably inconvenient it
is if inadequate water supplies are pro-
vided or. the trains. These two matters
to which T have referred warrant immediate
atte'ntion.

It will lie recalled by the Minister that
I have communicated with him regarding
the treatment extended to lon-distancee
travellers, particularly when the train on
which they are travelling runs behind
schedlule time. I have written to him twice
on this particular matter and in each in-
stance I was travelling on the train and
spoke from experience regnrding- what hap-
pened. Although the departmental officeng
who drafted the replies, that the Minister
sent to me were actually truthful in the
statements they made, nevertheless their re-
presentations were, in effect, m1isleadin~g
and wrong. 'What I dealt with has
happened on scores of occasions in
connection w-ith trains on which I bave
travelled. Why the officers alloiv goods
trains-mostly comprising a long string
of empty trucks going outwards to
gather in the harvest-to hold up passen-
ger trains that have been travelling for
over 30 hours is beyond my comprehen-
Mqon.

M1r. Seward: That is dlone along the
(i'reat Southern line as wvell.

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot understand
that being permitted. The train leaves
Wilutta Pt 3 l)*m. on Sunday and does not
reach Perth until the Tuesday moriin
following. When the train reaches the
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hills it is often held up for 10 or 15
minutes. Nobody knows why until they
hear a train puffing along with the clank-
ing of empty trucks. Any officer that
would permit the holding up of a long-dis-
tance passenger train to allow an empty
goods train to pass should be severely repri-
ianded. Long-distance travellers should
receive preference. I admit that the trains
I travelled by, in connection with which I
wrote to the Minister, were running be-
hind time, but in one instance we got as
far as Bayswater when wve were stopped
by the signal. We waited for some
minutes and then a suburban train from
Belmont swung past us conveying three
passengeis or so-probably school-children.
The train on which I was travelling was
supposed to be non-stop and the only time
it was supposed to pull up was when pas-
sengers had to alight. After leaving Bays-
water the train was again held uip at Mt.
Lawley or East Perth. The suburban train
that held us up at Bayswater had to stop
at each station. The train could have gone
right through without inconveniencing the
suburban train, and yet the long-distance
passengers had to wait while an almost
empty suburban train was given precedence.

In the replies to the two letters of
complaint 1 sent to the 'Minister the officers
smothered tip the effect of my contentions,
and satisfied the Minister by saying that
they were always careful to give considera-
tion to long-distance travellers. They do
nothing of the kind! I want the Minis-
ter to understand that when I communi
cate with hini on such matters I do not
lodge complaints merely for the sake of
complaining. I take strong exception to
the practice of appealing from Caesar to
Caesar. The officers responsible for such
actions themselves frame the replies that
the Minister forwards in response to coin-
lplaints. Naturally the officers will frame
replies that will exonerate themselves. The
Minister should watch that position. I
have long since become convinced that
members of Parliament are subordinate to
the bureaucracy comprising the depart-
mental officers. We have not the same say
in these matters as have the departmental
officers. That state of affairs is gradually
getting worse. I would not have written
the letters to the Minister had I not been
convinced that had management was re-
sponsible.

There is one other matter about which I
desire to speak and that refers to the wait-
ing-room at Cue. The Minister replied to
my letter today, and I have sent him a
further communication because I am afraid
I did not fully explain the situation in my
earlier representations. The Minister's re-
ply was based on the supposed fact that
the only people to be inconvenienced were
those travelling from Big Hell to Cue. That
is not so. People from practically through-
out the district are travelling by rail because
of the absence of shipping facilities. A
few maty travel by air but mocstly they travel
by train. They concentrate at Cue where
the train passes through at ungodly hours.
They reach there between midnight and 2.30
a.m. As the people have to travel long dis-
tances to the railway station they have to
prepare for the possibility of a breakdown.
By 11 p.11. all the business premises are
closed and the people have to wait on the
Cue station for hours for the train. We
cannot depend on the trains being on time.
No. 73 which goes to Wiluna is frequently
two hours behind schedule time. Certainly
inquiries made at the station enable pas
sengers to get information regarding the
running of the train bitt that is of little
avail.

There is already a waiting-room at the
Cue station and all that is necessary is for
the premises to be given a coat of paint, a
stove to be installed in the room and a label
put on the door indicating that it is a wait-
ing-room. Surely people are entitled to that
much convenience. I have put in many a
miserable night wvaiting on the station, and
I have trespassed on the generosity of the
station staff by making use of their office
and their coal fire. But what about the
women and children who are not so for-
tunate ? The department has plenty of giant
stoves even in close proximity to the station
at Cue, and they could provide this neces-
sary convenience. I hope the matters to
which I have drawn attention will receive
immediate consideration by the Minister and
his officers. If what I have drawn attention
to is continued in the future, the Minister
can look forward to some more heated dis-
cussions in this Chamber.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [0.131: I take
this opportunity to pay a tribute to the rail-
way officials regarding the manner in which
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they seek new business and eare for it when
they obtain it. The business I refer to re-
lates to the transport of goods, some by
means of the C.O.D. system. I have often
wondered why that system is not utilised
more, and I can assure the Committee that
my firm has availed itself of the opportunity
to some extent and has always found the
system satisfactory. When goods are seat
by rail similarly satisfactory results follow.
It is not an easy proposition in a country
of such tremendous dstances as is the case
in Western Australia to carry on a railway
service satisfactorily. I know that there is
need for painting and renovation of some
of the stations and othcr properties of the
department, but we have to remember that
Western Australia offers most unusual diffi-
culties because, as I said, the distances are
so great; to which I should add that the
number of our people is relatively so small.
With respect to the care of passengers I
have no complaint to make. I admit that
I do not travel by trains very often, but
when I do I thoroughly appreciate the ser-
vice I receive.

The Minister for Labour: Is it really
necessary for you to make this speech?

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps it is not really
necessary. Tbe hon. gentleman interject-
ing is not associated with the Railway De-
partment-and I very much doubt whether
he does utilise the railways to any extent, for
living as he does in the more or less aristo-
cratic atmosphere of Ministerial cars, this
would be a little beneath him-but I have no
wish whatever to discourage him.

The Minister for Labour: You have had
more than your fair share of "Hansard"
this session.

Mr. SAMPSON: Doubtless the Minister
has done some good work on occasion but
I have never heardl of it; however, he Is
not in charge of the Committee, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, and therefore if I am not abashed
you will not bold it against me, I am sure.
I desire especially to refer to a subject con-
cerning which I have spoken ever since I
have been in this House, and that is the
importance of extending electricity supplies.
Year after year these requests have been
made, and Minister after Minister has shown
his sympathy so far as statements made in
this Chamber are concerned. I look back to
the long ago when 'Mr. Jack Scaddan was
Minister for Railways. There was no man

more earnest, no man more capable, and he
was the Minister who made the last exten-
sion which is in operation-I refer to the
supply of current to Canning Vale.
I have told this over a period of
the last 19 or 20 years, because that
is the period since which no extension
of any importance has been made. Follow-
ing the late Mr. Seaddan was Mr. John
Ewing as Minister for Railways; then there
was Mr. ,Iaek Willeock, the present Premier;
his succssor was Mr. Fred Smith, and the
lpresent Minister is M.Nr. Emil Nulsen; and
all these gentlemen were thoroughly con-
vinced of the need for extensions. They have
not hesitated to express their keen desire
that electricity should be made available
throughout the outer suburban districts.

These long-delayed extensions are cer-
tainly exasperating. It is difficult to under-
.stand why a department, the job of which
is to provide these extensions, is not able
to do it. Now it is a matter of equipment.
Had the Government Electricity Supply
Department been in the hands% of private
enterprise, there would have been a good
stock of equipment when war broke out.
There is not a business of any importance
in Perth but had, when the war broke out,
a very large stock of the goods it handled.
Newvspa pers like the "West Australian" had
enough newsprint to last then, for two or
three or more years, and the same remark
applies to other newspaper offices. That is
merely referred to by way of comparison.

Mr. Doney: Comparison between what?

'Mr. SAMPSON: A comparison between a
privately-conducted enterprise and one that
is under the control of the Government. I
amn sure every Minister has been prevented
from purchasing the equipment which he
should have purchased in order to deal with
this matter properly, thus enabling exten-
sions to be made. You, Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, I am sure, have been caused much
anxiety because you have been unable to en-
joy the satisfaction of at long last seeing an
extension completed. There is lack of cop-
per wire. Wh 'Y? Go to the ironmongers
and members will find that they knew, as
everybody knew, there was to be a war.
What was done deppartmentally' ? No action
was taken, and when the wvar broke out the
discovery was made that the copper wire
held by the department amounted to very
little. The trouble was lack of money-not,
T am sure, lack of sympathy. Ho~w differ-
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ently-and I think I amt justified in saying
this-does the Federal Government deal with
matters! It is time we awoke and saw our-
selves, had a good look ait ourselves, and
examined ourselves with respect to the man-
ner in whit-l we carr-y out the work we are
appointed to do.

Mr. Donev: We have Ibeen doing it.
Mr. SAMPSON : Within tim last few days

the Federal Government has revised th
telephone rates. Whilst the metropolitan
area i. well eared for, being mostly under
the care of the Perth City Council, the South
Perth Ro-ad Boa,-d, and other local authori-
ties in regard to extensions of current, where
the outer suburban areas are concerned and
dependence has to be lplaed upon the Gov-
ernment there has heen no progress, or pro-
gress has been very slight indeed. I acknow-
ledge the consideration given by the present
Minister to what I have said earlier, as to
lac-k of equipment having prevented the
work from being lone. Tile Federal Gov-
ernment, as I set out to say, has greatly
redtuced telephone charges and encouraged
people to live in outer-suburban districts.
But how different is the result of the control
of electricity by the State Government! The
story has been told on various occasions. I
do not know that it makes very much dif-
ference. I can only hope that these ex-
tensions wvill be made and that the people
who live in our outer-suburban areas will
be show~n the same consideration as is re-
ceived 1) 'y people living in outer-suburban
areas elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

[Mr. Marshall took the Chair.]

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [9.25]:
There are only two phases of the Railway
Estimates I wish to discuss. In view of the
lateness of the hour I would not deal with
them w'ere it not that I think the Railway
Department is adopting a very dangerous
policy, and a most undesirable policy, in
neglecting the maintenance of its permanent
way, its locomotives and its rolling stock. This
neglect is made evident by the Commission-
er's report itself. Examining that report we
will find that in many instances the neglect
is plain. As a matter of fact, there has been
saved about £E80,000 by a lesser replacement
of sleepers, lesser maintenance of permanent
way, and less attention paid to maintenance
of locomotives and rolling stock. Page 61
of the report states that the number of loco-
motives and locomotive boilers that went

through the Midland Junction Workshops
has been far less during the last 12 months
than it was in the previous 12 months, anti
much less than the average that is put
through those shops. We also find that the
amount of repairs and overhauls is much
less this year than previously.

The number of locomotives which passed
through the shops in 1940 was 198, and the
number in 1941 was 172. Locomotives thor-
oughly overhauled in 1940 numbered 101,
and in 1941 the corresponding number was
only 75. Of locomotive boilers 188 went
through the shops in 1940, as against nub.
160 in 1941. Those thoroughly overhauled
in 1940 number 71, as against only 61 in
1941. Turning to page six of the Comnis-
sioner's report we find that maintenance of
Ways and Works in 1940 cost, in round
figures, £635,000, as against.£608,000 in 1941,
£32,000 less being spent on maintenance of
the permanent way in the latter year. We
find that maintenance and lubrication of
goods vehicles cost £532,000 in 1940 and
E482,000 in 1941, or £50,000 less, despite the
fact that the Commissioner's report dis-
closes that 15,000 miles more was run by the
locomotives and rolling stock throughout the
State in the latter year.

That is a most dangerous practice to
adopt, especially at this time. The Commis-
sioner states that the "locomotive stock"-
or locomotives in use--has been reduced
during the 12 months hy ten. He claims to
have 243 locomotives in good condition, 86 in
fair condition, and only five bad locomotives
in the service. Travelling from one end of
the country to the other and knowing the
majority of the men who operate the loco-
motives I will say that, if the figures were
reversed, 243 locomotives in fair condition
and 86 in bad condition and only five in
good condition, they would be much nearer,
the mark. The men complained. Despite the
assurance of the Commissioner of Railways,
who of course is informed by his technical
advisers that these locomotives are in good
conditiotn, I repeat what I have said in
this House previously, that if I want to know
whether a locomotive is in good running con-
dition I go to the man who operates it, and
not to the man who turns it out of the Mid-
land Junction workshops.

One has only to stand on a railway sta-
tion, or in the vicinity of a locomotive haul-
ing a train, and listen to the clatter that re-
sounds as it goes by, to know its real con-
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dition. The bearings are worn, and the
noise is wore like that of a 10-head battery
than anything else I know of. I do not say
that that is the case with all the locomotives.
Stilt, I was speaking to the general secretary
of the Locomotives Drivers' Union, who -re-
ceives reports from all over the country toin-
cerning them, and those reports are from
the men who operate the locomotives; and
the general secretary said to ine that never
before in the history of the State has the
locomotive stock been in such poor repair.

All this has been brought about by obso-
lescence and by the superheating of loco-
motives which were not made for it. The
present Chief Mechanical Engineer, 'Mr.
Mills, roundly condemned it. Ile told me
that the E class locomotives, which were con-
structed scientifically in a frame to carry a
17-inch saturated cylinder, should never
have been superheated. Not only were those
engines, which were intended to carry 17-inch
saturated cylinders;, superheated, hut a
19-inch snperheated cylinder w-as put on
them. The result is that it is almost impos-
sible to keep the engine in reasonable con-
dition. With the 19-inch cylinder, these en-
gines are over-powered and their tractive
effort is too great for their cohesive force.
Great difficulty is experienced by the mn
in handling them.

Because they are over-powered, the engines.
knock themselves to pieces in a very short
time. That is something which never should
have occurred. That superheating of en-
gines is an advantage is evidenced by our
P class engines. These have a 20-inch super-
heated cylinder built into a frame to carry
the cylinder, the engine being built in pro-
portion. It is probably the best class of
engine on our railways. The 1P class en-
gines-there are twelve of them-were
brought out either from England or Scot-
land and were copied here. Numbers of
them built at the Midland Junction work-
shops are now running on our railways. I
have both fired and driven the imported
engine and the locally-made engine, and I
think I am voicing not only may own opinion
but that of 75 per cent. of the mnen who
have fired and driven them, when I say that
the locally-made engine is the better engine
of the two. That is a great compliment to
the artisans of the Midland Junction work-
shops.

Our locomotive stock is hopelessly obso-
lete. The Commissioner's report discloses
that some of the locomotives were in traffic
before I was born, and I am 48 years of
age. True, they have been overhauled and
repaired fromi tine to time, but the design
has never been altered. With the exception
of the superheating of some of them, the
engines are of the same type as they were
50 years ago. Surely, some advance has been
made in locomotive design during the last
.50 years! An idea of the obsolescence of
these locomotives call be gained by sttudying
the table set nut in the Commissioner's re-
port showing the cost of operating the var-
ious types of engines. The estimate of the
hauling capacity of thesec locomotives onl a
one in sixty grade, operating with a full
load, is a little deceptive as far as opierating
costs are concerned, because one locomotive
canl haul 420 tonis over a one in sixty gradle,
while another locomotive can only haul, say,
240 tons over that gradp. Further on in the
report will hle found the Comparative cost
of operaing these locomotives, each hauliig.
100 tons. That gives a fair indication of,
the relativ-e values and mnerits of the loco-
motives.

First we have tile short distance passenger-
eng-ine. The cost shown for a D class engine
hauling 100 tons per mile is 9.74d.; for the
DS engine, which is a superheated D class
engine, the cost is 71/d. per mile. The N
class engine, which is a four-wheel passenger
engine used in the suburban areas, costs
14.78d. per mile. Members will note the
great difference. The cost of ain N class
engine to haul 100 tons a mile is almost
diouble that of a D class or DS class engine.
If the State were in a financial position to
do so, it would certainly pay to scrap th-e
N class engine. Then we have the long-
distance passenger enigine. The E class
engine cos;ts 9.72d.; the ES, superheated E'
class, costs 6.39d. The P class engine, which
I have said is the best t 'ype of engine in use
onl our railways, costs only 5.55d. to haul
100 tons for a mile. What a ridiculous posi-
tion our -railway management is placed in!
The railways have a modern engine, built
to modern standards, which will haul 100
tons at 5.55d. a mile; whereas the other types
Lrt locomotive cost almost double that sum.
Then wre have the short-distance goods K
class engine, which, according to the Com-
missioner's report, was put into service in
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the year I was born, 189. To haul 100
tons for a mile with a K class engine costs
13.22d. The cost with the 0 class eng-ine is
13.07d. Then we have the long-distance
goods eniginles as follows:-
Class Cost per mile.

'MS. -10 .1h6d.
MSA. . - . - 8.70d.
F. . ... 11.74d.
P.S. . .. . .. 8.44d.

The F and F'S class engines arc comparable
to the P class engine, which canl (10 thev
same class of work for 51/2d. per mile.
A study of the report of the Railway De-
partment; would, therefore, cause one to have
some sympathy for the railway management,
because of the fact that it is called upon
to operate engines so obsolete and costly.

The particularly bad state of repair: or'
our locomotives has- been brought about by
the Midland Junction Workshops. taking on
munition work. Whlen it was proposed that
the workshops should take on thait work I
expressed the opinion, some 18 months, ago,
that to take the op'eratives from the shops
anti put them onl to munition work was
inadvisable. It would have heeni better to
allow the operatives Io conicentraite itpon
our locomotives and rolling stock. Myv opin-
ion has proved to be correct. Home ive
years ago our locomotives were in a bad
condition. The condition then improved up
to ahout two years ago, at which timec the-
men said the locomlotives were in a better
stlate than they had been, for mnany years.
It was then that the 'Midland .Jimction Work-
shops, started on munition work. Fn-
doubtedWy, that work is essential. But I ask
members whether it is not even more im-
portant to keep our locomotives and rolling
stock in perfect order. Tf our State were
invaded it would ho necessary to transport
lairge quanitities; of wrar erquipment and great
numbers, of troopis: and to do that our lor-o-
motives and rolling stock must be in perfect
condition.

T also mentioned ini tli- IHouse ai eouple or
months ago that T considered it wa :a short-
sighted policy for the military authurities,
to call up for training- our- young firemen
and cleaners. The result has been that tl-9
nien remaining in the service have had to
wior-k long hours; they% work rnch overtime.
That is. costly to the department. Further.
hays without any qualifications for the work
are pitt in charge oif locomotives throiitrhoul

the length and breadth of the State. Some
of them hail had only six weeks' experience
in raising ste-am in locomotives worth £E10,000
each. In more than one instance they met
with disaste-r because they did not under-
stand the duties, required of them; they
dropped the fusible plug and did daniaP.
to the boiler. They really caninot hie blamed.
Some two or three yearsaoacenr h
had not the qualifications necessary to look
after a locomotive bodle', or any class of
boiler under steamn, dropped a fusible plug
in a boiler at the 'Midland Junction loco.
sheds and was dismnisied from the service.
In my opinion, the offeer who put anl tin-
tualified manl in charge of a locomotive boiler

uinder steami was the person Who should have
been dismissed. Had it not been for the
Locomotive Engine-lDrivers' Union, which
took thle case up for thc boy, and issued an
ultimatum demanding his reinstatement, thu
boy would have had to go through life with
the stigma of dismissal from the Go~ en,-
itut service.

There are instances of boys with only six
wreeks' service who have been seat out firing
On tile niLii lines. That is unfair to the
driver, who has to accept the responsibility
for both jol),. It is quite inipostible to teach
ii boy to fire ain engine in six weeks, and the
depar-tment well knows that it is impossible:
but the depairtment also knows; that the
driver is cornpelled to do the two jobs. Diir-
ing .9 locomotive dlemands constant vigilance,
particularly in thickl *y-populated areas. It
certainly is s full-time lob. Of course", 1
realise that it is necessary to call up our
young men for military training. They must
be taughlt to defend themselves and the
couinti,*ryind to ulse military equipment. But
the time these bioys are absent from th&
shops, thus causinig the employment of in-
experienced mnen, is not going to be worth
Much, because if this couintry is in danger,
those young nr will be calledl upon not to
us(- weapons but in work our locomotives.
Therefore, I say, that it is a shod-sighted
Policy oil thle part or1 tile military authori-
ties to withdraw these -young men from theit
occulpationLS. Tt is a practice which should
niot be tolerated and ought to he discon-
tiuitted. The Commissioner wvell knows that
these' young men will not be called upon to
use the weapions they are now being trained
to use: unquestionably, their services will
lie required bly the railways if the State is
invaded.
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I am particularly concerned about the
fewer number of sleepers which arc being
used to replace existing ones. I can remetm-
ber six or seven years ago what was called
the belated repairs programme put int.
operation at a cost of £100,000 each year,
for three years. That money was spent
onl reconditioning the road beds of tile rail-
ways of this State.

Mr. Doney: When did that arrangemnt
start?

Mr. STYANTS: About 1986 or 1937.
Some indication is given in the Commis-
sioner of Railways' report as to the num-
ber of sleepers that had to be replaced
during those years. To my wvay of think-
ing, not only is ill a wrong policy to adopt,
but it becomes an expensive one inl that a
considerably higher proportion of derailI-
mients takes place.

Mr. Doney: Is not a similar condition
threatening now?

Mr. STYANTS: If it is continued at tth,
same rate as has prevailed for the last 12
months-that is £50,000 less on the main-
tenance of rolling stock and locomotives,
and £35,000 less for sleepers, for main-
tenance of the track-in two or three years'
time we will have arrived at the same
perilous and dangerous position as existed
six or seven years ago.

Mr. Doney: That is what I mean.
Mr. STYANTS: According to the Comn-

inissionci- of Railways' report, during this
last 12 months, 310,190 sleepers have been
used on re-sleepering, and in 1940 352,341
sleepers were used; 42,000 less in 1941 than
in 1940. In 1939, 34,000 more sleepers
were used than during the next 12 months,
and in 1938, 55,000 sleepers more. The
total used in 1941 for special work and
maintenance, was 316,739; in 1940 it was
392,000, or 70,000 more; in 1.939 it was
63,000 more, and in 1987, which I think
was the Just of the three-year period for
the belated repairs, 206,000 more sleepers
were used than during the previous 12
months. Members wvill realise that if this
policy is pursued for any length of time
we will not only have another belated re-
pairs programme staring us in the face;
but if anl emergency should arise-and it is
on the cards that it will-that the railways
are required for special purposes we will
find that neither locomotives, rolling stock
nor pernanent way are in a condition to
give the necessary service. I hope this

policy of skimping onl these particular
portions of the service will not be per-
severed with.

Mr. Doney: It is the very worst form of
economy I can think of at present.

Mr. STYANTS: At this time of our
history, wvith a national crisis looming
ahead, it is suicide not to keep the loco-
motives,' rolling stock and permanent way
inl good repair. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways, in his report, says there has been an
increase in rents of £2,559. I cannot under-
stand that, when rent restriction wab
taking place in this State. Presumably it
is obtained from the extra rentals received
fromn the refreshment rooms. The excuse
canl be offered that these rentals arc called
for by public tender. The Commissioner,
under the provisions of the Railways Act,
has to call for tenders each five years. If
a wvould-be proprietor tenders a higher
price than, was previously operating, it
would be testing human nature to the limit
to refuse to take it.

Mr. Seward: A private individual could
do it.

Mr-. STYANTS: It is a wrong policy to
increase the charges for refreshment room
services or dining car services. It would
mean that the public would get a poorer
and more expensive type of catering.
Goodness knows, the type of entering in
this State for our railway passengers is at
a sufficiently low level at present! It would
be difficult to find, in any railway system
in Australia, such poor catering as taken
place in our railways. I have heard com-
parisons made between the meals supplied
on the "Westland''-our interstate train
running from Perth to Kalgoorlie--and
those supplied on the trans train. That is
not a fair comparison because the pas-
sengers on the "Westland" are charged 3s.
for breakfast and 3s. 6d. for dinner, while
on the trans line the average is 5s. per
mncal. The majority of people who travel
from K~algoorlie to Perth do not require a
heavy three-course meal. I have ofter ad-
vocated that there should be something in
the nature of a buffet ear supplying a meal
for about 2s. It would then he possible
for all classes of the community to have
meals on the train. If a working man
travels from Kalgoorlie to Perth with his
wife and two children of ten and twelve
years of age, it costs him at present 14s.
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for the evening meal. It is more than he
can. afford to pay.

For those who are not able to afford 3s.
6d. per bead for a meal sonic kind of service
is provided whereby tea and toast is served
for Is. Five years ago travellers could get
a cup of tea and two slices of toast for a
shilling, aind many passengers availed thema-
selves of that service. It has, however, fal-
len off about 100 per cent. On occasions
when I have tra velled from Perth to Kal-
goorlie I have tried both the meals and
this light refreshment service so as to test the
complaints I received from my constituents;.
The light refreshments proved to be most
deplorable. L was served with a piece of
toast made from a slice of 'bread which had
been cut in hialves and had been intended
to be eaten with the mneal on the diningl
1mfr. It was a wafer-like piece of bread
which had been toasted on one side and
burnt on the other. For my shilling I also
received one cup of tea.

Mr. Doney: I amn surprised at your being-
taken down to that extent.

Mr. STYANTS: They say there is at fool
born every minute. I have one or two other
matters to deal with, one of which is in con-
nection with the dining-catr service. People
complain to me that the employees of the
dining-car sleep in the dining section of the
coach, and that the proprietor of a hoarding
and lodlging-house would not be permitted
to fix up beds in the dining-room for the
convenience of lodgers. That is what is
occurring, and I know it. It has been going
on for the last 25 years. When the dining-
ear is taken off at Southern Cross, Yellow-
dine or wherever it may be, the employees
sleep in the dining saloion portion of the
car. That is something which should bio
investigated by the Health Department.

Another thing which should be dealt with
is thle matter of thle second-class sleeping
accommodation provided on the express from
Kalgoorlie. Passengers arc charged Gs. fori

a sleeper and all they -irc given are one
or two rugs, and a pillow. No sheets are
provided. Would any member here like to)
s!eep in rugs without sheets, knowing, that
those rugs had probably' been used by all
classes of people for two or three month.%
previously'? It is disgus~ting, repugnant,
and definitely unhealthy! One sees peoplo
travelling around with a rash on their faees
or necks. They use these rugs and pull themn
upl around their neks. The nest passenger

who comes along uses these rugs, and al-
though he was perfectly healthy when he
started the trip he finds when be is return-
ing that hie hag the same kind of rash break-
ing out on his neck. I admit that these
rugs are fumigated from time to time, hut
not after every trip. The Health Depart-
merit should not permit this practice. A
second-class passenger who pays Os. for a
sleeper should be provided with sheets. If
2s, were paid for a bed at the most tumble-
down shack in this State sheets would he
sup~plied. If a boarding-house keeper did
not supply sheets and the matter were re-
ported to the Health Department, I am
certain the Commissioner for Public Health
would compel him to dto so. The Coinmis-
sioner would not tolerate such an unhygienic
p ractice.

M1r. Sampson: Ou~r chbarges are very low
in coMnpanSOti with Amnerica.

Mr. STYANTS: That is all I wish to say
about the railways. I realise the difficulties
under which the Commissioner and his staff
have to operate. It is almost impossible for
thenm to show a decent financial return be.
cause wve have made provision far deprecia-
tion repaymecat on previous loans. We have
now arrived at the position when out of
every £1 thle Railway Department earns- -

not every pound of profit that it makes over
iuorking exlpenses, hut every pound earned-
aplproximately 6s. 4d. goes out in interest.
Almost 30 per cent. is absorbed in interest.
One would need to he a genius indeed to
operate a concern such as the railways and
show a profit in the circumstances.

I pay a tribute to the Commissioner and
his staff for the services they have provided
under these disadvantageous conditions.
Most of the officials of the department are
men who have, risen fromk the ranks by sheet
mierit, and they have justly earned their pro-
motions. I knLow from my experience of
working- amtongst the men thiat the traffic
staff, drivers, firemnen and cleaners are as
capable and efficient as any class of men
in the same calling, in Australia, and that
if thoy were given better conditions the '
would obtain better results. In view of the
obsolescence of the rolling stork, I consider
that they put up a particularly fine per-
formance and deserve all possible credit for
the financial results obtained.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Natrrogni)
[10. 1] 1 desire to draw atten t ion to what
I regard as the very raw deal1 being meted
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out by the railway authorities to a body of
workers, namely the ticket collectors. Simi-
larly affected are men in adjoining similar
grades, including guards and shunters and
possilbly others. Some of these are able and
ambitious men and] equally capable of per-
forming far more importsat duties than or-
dinaril v fall to their lot.

The trouble is that there seems to he no
channel through which they may advance
to better jobs. That is not fair. These men
seem to have no spokesman in the Chamber
because, although these disabilities have ex-
isted for many years-certainly for the 13
years I have been travelling on the railways
consistently-I do not recall that their
troubles and trials have ever before been
referred to here. To be graded as a ticket
collector means to remain a ticket collector
for life. This is very unjust. Life can
become very irksome indleed under those con-
ditions. What will the Minister do to im-
prove their lot? Will he afford them access
to better jobs? I do not know whether he
has been brought face to face with the prob-
lem.

The Minister for Railways: I have not.
11r. DONEY: Andl yet I have heard com-

plaints on this score for at least 13 years.
I am not referring so much to the ticket
collectors wvho are better known to us and
act as conductors on the trains; I am refer-
ring to those whbo follow the occupation at
the various barriers on the larger stations.
They drag out a dreary and uninspiring sort
of existence over the years, doing- the same
job this week as they did last week and with
no hope at all of getting any better job.
I hope the Minister will do the decent thing
by these muen and show for them a wvay out,
step by step, to some more responsible job.
The Minister is listening to my remarks and
I hope he will not forget all about them or
merely pass the matter on to the Comrnts-
sioner, who will simply reply, "It is not
convenient to do anything." I wvant the
Minister to look into the matter and, if
he is personally convinced these men are suf-
fering an injustice, as I feel sure they are,
be himself will decide that something be done
and see that it is done within a reasonably
brief tinie.

The Minister for railways: They should
make some effort for themselves.

Mfr. DONEY: They cannot carve a chan-
nel to a better job; a channel is not officially
afforded them. In some other sections of the

service means are provided for mn to rise
from poor jobs to better jobs and ultimately
to the highest of all, that of Commissioner.
Napoleon used to say that every private sol-
dier carried a marshal's baton in his knap.
sack. Why should not that equally apply
to all railway men in respect of the Commi-_
sionership? I leave the matter to the M1in-
ister, and if he does not dto something, I
shall be bitterly disappointed and shall have
to take the first opportunity of re-submit.
ting it to this Chamber.

MR. HILL (Albany) [10.5]: To bear
about the deplorable condition of our rail-
ways must give anyone serious cause for
thought. There is no doubt that the trans-
port services of this State require a lot of
overhauling and putting into shape. I have
beard it said that three things are required
-legislation, organisation and administra-
tion and that, of the three, administration is
the most important. I say without hesita-
tion that the condition of our railways, our
ports and other transport activities is due
to the fact that there is no transport admin-
istration in this State. I would like to see
the Commonwealth Grants Commission take
the matter up with the State Government,
read the report of the Federal Transport
Committee of 1929, and tell our Government
that it is not going to get a penny from the
Commonwealth until it intelligently carries
out all the well-considered recomnnendations
of that committee.

The outstanding recommendation of the
committee was that all transport should be
brought under one ministerial head and that
there should be a transport department to
deal Nvith the whole problem. I have before
me a copy of the "Journal of the Institute
of Transport," of New South Wales. When
I was in the Eastern States last year, I had
the pleasure of lunching wvith the Minister
for Transport in New South Wales. The
journal contains a report of his address to
the institute in that State. One of the finest
addresses I have read on the subject of
transport was that given by the President of
Transport in Great Britain, Sir David Owen,
in 1932. He concluded his remarks by say-
ing it was essential to consider the problems
of transport as a whole. He referred to the
need for continuous and scientific study of
the problem.

"The golden age of railways," he said
"has passed, but railways under wvise control
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still have a useful function to perform. The
self-propelled road vehicle is capable of use-
fuil but not unlimited service to the com-
munity, but the tendency is for the workers
in the various activities to look upon their
particular job as the end instead of the
means to some other end." He went on to
say that the railways were inclined to look
upon the ports to act as feeders, to the rail-
ways, and he visualised the time when the
various means of transport would be regu-
lated in such a way as to best serve the co0rn-
munity as a whole. Ports would be seen in
their true perspective, acting as links between
sa and land transport.

In a report prepared at the instigation of
the Commonwealth Government appeared the
remarks of Sir George Buchanan. He truly
said that ports are a medium or clearing
house between sea and land transport. On
the ports, their efficiency and proper loca-
tion, the whole system of transport de-
pended. The trouble with our transport and
railway services, apart from the lack of
scientific administration, is that ports are
not seen in their true perspective. In South
Africa where the transport problem is being
handled better than in any other part of
the world, there is no hesitation about divert-
ing trade from one port to another if by so
doing economies can be effected. In the old
days of bullock wagons and sailing ships,
we needed many ports. In these times we
need a limited number of properly-equipped
ports. Instead of acting on expert adlvice,
the Government has divided the State into
port zones. Those zones are shown on the
mnap T have in my hand supplied by the
Railway flepartment. It reminds nie of the
ruapp we used to draw at school. I strongly
object to the port zone system particularly
because it has proved a hopeless failure.

We have been told by the member for
Kalgoorlie of the deplorable condition of the
railway rolling stock. Since the present
Premier has occupied that office, our rail-
ways and ports have made a loss of 23i mil-
lion pounds, and here in the largest self-
governing unit in the world we have the
port of Fremantle handling 90 per cent, of
the trade, while half of thc population are
concentrated in the metropolitan area. The
zone system based on an unsound port policy
is the cause of much of our trouble. Many
references have been made to the losses in-
eurred by the department on the haulage of
super. There is one class of traffic that

causes far more loss than the haulage
of super, and that is the haulage of
empty trucks. In 1927 two gentlemen
visited my orchard-M1r. C. W. Harper
and Mr. John Thomson. I asked them wvhy
they did not have all the wheat convey' ed to
Albany, and they told me the department did
not like taking wheat to Albany because
there was no back loading. I informed them
that super works would overcome that diffi-
culty, and they said the works shiould go
to Bunbury. I replied, "Put them there and
you will regret it." That was early in 1927.
In the "West Australian" of the 25th April,
1929, the present Premier announced that
the Government had asked the super com-
panies to erect works at Picton to provide
back loading for the wheat trucks. If we
go down the South-West line in a normal
year, we find a continual stream of empty
trucks going to the South-West. If we go to
Albany, there we find a stream of empty
trucks coming from that port. If we could
put the cost of running those "empties" into
figures, we would find that the blander of
putting the super works at Picton is caus-
ing the railways a loss of £30,000 a year.

Mr. Abbott: The land around Albany is
not worth two hoots, and will not be for a
hundred years.

'Mr. HILL: Sir James Mitchcll, whose
opinion I respect, once said, "You do not
want to look around the King and Kalgan
Rivers. You want to look back a hundred
and fifty miles." If we could find out what
it is costing the State because Albany is not
obtaining the trade of its economic zone,
the figures would ho astounding. The inem-
her for North Perth spoke about the land.
We have to consider the whole of Western
Australia, not a section within a short radius
of one town. Wheat should not be trans-
ported by the shortest route; it should be
sent by the most economical route. I have
figures showing that out of £500,000 spent
on the regrading of railwvays, not one penny
has been spent oil regrading the Great
Southern line south of Narrogin.

The Premier: No wheat was sent to Alb~any
for years.

31r. HILL: None is being sent to Albany
today' . Let me make a statement that the
Premier cannot contradict. It would be
easy to provide a grade of one in a hundred
or better to Albany, and if the Government
spent as much money between Narrogin and
Albany a, lmv been spent between Collie
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and Brunswick, the haulage to Albany would
be cheaper than it is to Bunbury. The Mlin-
ister says wheat wvent to Albany. There is
none going to Albany today. He complained
in the "West Australian" that wheat should
go to the nearest port. As soon as wheat
was diverted from Geraldton, out cattne a re-
gulattion that if wheat was diverted to any
port an extra rate must lie charged. That
does not apply to wheat diverted fromt
Albany. The wheat f ront the Albany Zone, in)
order to go to Bunbury, has to be hauled
an extra 80 miles on an average. Accord-
ing to the Premier that has resulted in a
very heavy loss. With a decent terminal at
Albany and a reduction of the g-rade the
wheat of the Great Southern could be
handled more economically than it is being
handled today.

We are at war with Japan. I have handled
six-inch guns and I can visualise what hap-
pened when the "Sydney" got close to the
cnetnY. I wonder how long it will he before
a six-inch gn is trained on the nagil iflceit
target that our Government built in this
State at a cost of £70,000?

I desire now to refer to the Diesel
trains. I congratulate the Government
onl having made use of this form of
transport, which is a decided improve-
ment. I feel sure the service to Albany
is appreciated. It takes 12 hours 45
minutes to do the trip by Diesel coach. It is
a pity that the time could not be reduced
by half an hour, bringing it to 12 hours 15
minutes. I make that suggestion because that
is the time that Opperman took to cycle the
distance.

I have a letter from the 'Minister for Rail-
ways dated the 4th December, 1941, wherein
he gives the returns of the Albany harbour
which has been under the control of the
Railway Department for the last 13 years.
For that period the total deficiency was
£E1,124. If the port of Albany had handled
the trade of its present zone, that deficiency
would have been converted to a substantial
surplus. When one considers the financial
returns of Albany, despite the way in
which it has been neglected, with those
of other ports, one finds them very in-
teresting. If I gave the 'Minister a
couple of million pounds he would be
very pleased, butl here the State has a
very valuable asset which is neglected.
Constructive suggestions have been asked
for. The Government has now the chance

of its life. This side of the House has
agreed to abandon p)arty politics for the
next 12 months. One of the greatest prob-
]cuts we have is that of transport, and to
straighten that out will be a man's size
jolt. It should be a national and not a
party job. I can tell the Minister a way to
improve our railwatys and our, transport
selvices. Let him carefully carry out the.
considered recommendations of experti.

The Minister for Railways: Experts have
been anl abomination to Western Australia.

Mr. HILL: Whose recommendations has
the Mlinister endeavoured to carry out?
Sir George Buchanan, one of the greatest
transport experts in the world, camne here
and was abused by the Premier. Today
we are yearly losingr three-quarters of a
million pounds on our ports and rail-
ways-

The M~inis4er for Railways: How do you
know ?

Alr. HILL: We have the returns before
is. I read the returns that are laid be-
fore Parliament. Menibers of the Govern-
ment 'sling off'' at the transport experts,
hut has one member had a good word to
say about the Railway Department tonight?
The member for Kalgoorlie is a former
iailway man. What did bd say? Did he
p1raise the railway service 9

Th1 le Minister for Railways: His criticism
was constructive.

Mr. DILL,1: I am offering constructive
criticism. Members of the Government
cr iticise the experts, butl the taxpayers of
this State have to pay a tremendous price
because expert advice was neglected. The
Mlinister reminded me of one of the most
deplorable. speeches I have heard in my life.
I nearly laughed onl one occasion when the
Premier referred to the fact that for many

y ears be was Minister for Railways and
spoke of his colleague, the Minister for
Works, as Minister for Transport. The
Minister for Works addressed the Chamber
of Commerce at Albany and I was present.
He said, "Ships will go to the capital
port.'' I heard him first on that subject
in 1928. 1 said, "Why did you not carry
out the experts' advice?" The Minister
for Works then replied with a remark
similar to that made by the present Minis-
ter for Railways. He said, "The experts
contradict themselves and if we carried out
their advice we would soon be in a hole."
If the Minister and his colleagues had car-
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ried out the recommendations of the trans-
port experts--

The M1inister for Railways: Is that what
you would doI

Mr. ILL: I have listened to all of
them and I use ray commonsense, but please
dio not interrupt me! After a while the
Minister for Works, again referring to ex-
prcts in a later part of his speech to the
Chamber of Commerce, said "We have Qx-
pci-ts and we must carry out their advice.
We would be in a hole if we did not." It
is no wonder that the people laughed at
the 'Minister! We are at wvar today and
fighting for our very existence. One of
the most important problems we have to
face is that of transport. We have no
Minister for Transport and our transport
i in a chaotic condition. Consequently our
war effort is going tu, suffer just because
our Mlinister and Premier and their col.
leagues have ignored expert advice and our
natural advantages.

MR.. ABBOTT (North Perth) [10.21]: 1
hesitate at this late hour to refer to mnatters
that are purely local to my district, but
North Perth has a lelgitimate grievance lit
connection with traniway sections. This is
not a new story but I want the Minister
to listen and give the matter his considera-
tion. The North Perth tram section starts
at the South Perth ferry, which is not fair,
because it is not in the centre of the city
nor anywhere near it. That is the shortest
section in the tramway system. One can
go from the Town Hall tn Thomas-street or
to the earbarn and in other directions and
all the sections start from the centre of the
city, but the North Perth section begins at
the river. I complained to Mr. Taylor about
this and] he was quite frank with inc. I
said it was not fair, and his answer was, "I
am not here to be fair. I sin here to see
that the tramway,. make money." I said,
"That may he your job but this is a public
utility and everyone should have reasonait
jtistii'e in connection with the matter."

That is why I am voicing this protest.
I ask the Minister whether it would be pos-
sible for the twoplennfy siection going north
to start from Wellington-street and end -it
Walcott-street. That would be exactly the
same distance as between the Town H1all anti
Titomuas-street, which is a twopenny section.
If anybody gets into a train going north,
he can travel only asj far as Buiwer-street

for twopence and that is the shortest two-
penny section on the whole system. I do
ziot think it is reasonable that the section
should start on one side of the city, go
through the city, and a little way beyond,
because no one wants% to use, a section of
that kind-at least very few people want
to do so. I ask the Minister to consider
that poit. I propose to take a more con-
venient opportunity of stressing the matter
by correspondence, but I desired to bring
the matter before the Committee.

MRS. CARDELL - OLIVER (Subiaco)
L10.25] : I shall speak for only a few
minutes on a question that I have brought
before the House previously. I cannot
conscientiously ask the Minister to do any-
thing about the matter just now, but if he
could see his way clear to do something, I
would be glad. I refer to the height of the
steps on our trains. The Minister's pre-
decessor promised faithfully that the steps
would be altered. Hle had them altered on
one tram and that has been a great con-
venience, especially to women. I make a
special plea here on behalf of the health
of women who have babies, and who are
preg-nant. Such women cannot get on to
the high steps of our trains. I think the rise
is considerably over a foot. The first step
is, near the grlound andi the second is very
high above it. The women to whom I have
referred are in such a condition as to be
unable to mount the high step without detri-
meat to thejii health, and consequently to
the health of the nation. If the first step
could he put a little higher there would he
a mere uniform di.tance to mount and it
would he a very great convenience to people,
especially women, both young and old. I
have a friend in the St. John of Oodl Tios-
pita I who has been there for nine weeks,
having fallen whiile trying to mount the
second step on one of the tramns. I knew
many other people who have made the same
complaint. Every women's. organisation. ha-
Ias~cd resolutions against these steps and

I plead~ with the Minister, if it is at all
possible, to effect anl alteration.

[Mr. Wi1Jor, fook flie Chair.)

M&R. McDONAID (West Perth) [10.27]:
There are two niattc-i to whicht I wish to
draw the M1inL.,ter's attention and they are
associated with Midland Junction. At that
eentrc there, iN a technical .ehnal iuhicl i,4
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one, of the branches of telhnical education
in the State. The pupils are instructed in
conjunction with the Midland Junction
Workshops. This branch of technical educa-
tion is one of a group of schools wherein our
boys are trained in various trades. I would
like the Minister to take up with the 'Minis-
ter for Education the question of an exten-
sion of these technical facilities at Midland
Junction through the workshops and through
other industries now being developed
throughout our State, and at the various
technical training centres. There are two
aspcct:4 of the matter. The first is that we
now know more than ever before that in the
light of the future every mant will, need to
be skilled in some trade. The second is that
at present this country needs all the skilled
men it can secure, and it may be that through
these training centres it will be possible to
draw a current of young- boys into the vari-
ous industrial centres to meet the demands
imposed by the war. We shall be short of
skilled men if the war continues; much longer
and it may be that by means of these young
boys of 14 or 15, we shall be able to over-
come the shortage of labour.

The time has arrived when the 'Minister
might well consider with the Mlinister for
Education the diversion of portion of the
Education Vote from expenditure on subjects
not of immediate concern to our war effort
to technical training essential for that effort.
If we are spending £750,000 a year, it may
well be, as a war measure, that a far larger
proportion of the expenditure should be di-
verted from instruction on matters, that will
not directly help us to win the war, for use
in connection with branches of technical
education that will help to turn out a numi-
ber of young boys who will play an import-
ant part in our industrial effort, which must
he built up if we are to succeed. In my-
electorate we have anl important technical
institution attended by 600 lads;, which is
supplementary to the school at Midland
Junction, where the boys are partialY
trained in the Railway 'Workshops.

The second matter to which I desire to
direct attention relates to a series of queq-
tion.- which I asker]. I refer to the patents
taken out by Mr. Watts, -who at one time
was employed at the Midland Junction
Railway Workshops. The patents include
a number of devices for improvements
in railway workings. I am not in a
position to say whether the patents are

effective or not, but the Minister, in the
replies lie g-ave to my questions, said that
some of the patents had been given a trial.
I am informed that any trial given them
was, on the basis of the old designs of 20 or
24 years ago, and that the new designs arc
vastly superior to those tried out so long ago.

Mu. J. llegney: Have those patents been
taken u p b),y anyone else?

MrN1. McDONALD : I do not think so. 1
'would not have felt justified in drawing the
attention of the Minister to this matter were
it not for a letter published in the Press;
in 'May last by M1r. R. N. Johnston, who
was for about 11 years works manager at
the Midland Junction Railway Workshops,
in which he referred to the trial of 'Mr.
Watts's devices by the State Railways. In
the course of is letter, 311% Johnston said-

It is bard to conceive what the barrier is
to the adoption of Mr. Watts's patents in
futulre works. Is it that our railway engineers
bare not the courage to dlepart from the stan-
dard text books of their childhood days? If
our Britisi ation was endeavouring to fight
the present war with the standards of the last,
wve would have been defeated long since. I am
writing tis letter to try to arouse public iater-
cat so that at least Mr Watts's Patents be sub-
ject to a more careful and extensive scrutiny
by a committee of expert engineers of both
States and Comnowealth.

It is claimed by those who sponsor these
patents that if adopted they would effect
economies in connection with our railway
system of between £400,000 and £500,000 a
year. Those are astronomical fliures and I
cannot say if the claim is or is not justified.
If such possible economies can be effected,
or even if the claims are justified to the
extent of a fraction of the amount stated,
the adoption of the patents would make a
vast difference respecting the payability of
our railways. Therefore the claims appear
to justify further investigation. Obvioulsly,
I am not in a position to pass Judgment on
such matters but this man alleges that his
patents have not received a proper investi-
gation. I would like the Minister to take
the matter up with the Commissioner of
Railways to ascertain whether or not there
Js anything in the claim that these pa tents
should receive further investigation.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan)
[10.35)1 suipport the remarks of the menu-
her for West Perth (Mir. McDonald). I
have known M1r. Watts all my life and ani
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acquainted with the long study he has de-
voted to patents in connection with the inter-
locking gear of our railway system. I cer-
tainly believe there is much in his statement
and I understand that his patents have re-
ceived attention in England, anti that they
have been tried out in South Australia,
where-I am subject to correction in this
regard-they are actually in operation. Even
at this stage it would not be amiss if a
thorough and complete investigation were
made of the patents put oat by Mr. Watts.
He is well up in years and must now be
over 70, and probably at this stage anything
dlone respecting his patents will be to the
benefits of others. He has always been
recognised as a very capable man of a most
inventive turn of mind, particularly with
resp)ect to interlocking gear.

My Lather was a striker with himi at Fre-
mantle and later at Midland Junction. That
was long before he became foreman black-
smith at the Midland Junction Workshops.
During the years I served there T know that
Mr. Watts was always respected for his
keenness regarding these matters, and it was
recognised that there was a good deal of
substance in his claims respecting his inven-
tions. The present Conunissioner of Rail-
ways, Mr. Ellis, is comparatively new to his
duties and it would be well if hie were to
authorise a further test Of the matters, to
which attention has been drawn by the mem-
ber for West Perth.

There are one or two other questions to
which I desire to draw attention. The Pre-
mier intends to leave for the Eastern States
tomorrow and, while he is there it would
not he amiss for him to take up with the
Federal authorities the question of the
standard railway gauge from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle. Thait national undertaking is
more a necessityv now than when first
mooted. The question of the standard rail-
way gauge has been debated at many con-
ferences of Premiers and Commissioners of
Railways, as a result of which the maim re-
comfmenldationi was that the 4ft. S'A2in. gauge
should be mnade the standard for Australia
as a whole. When I was a lad I remenmber
the discussion regarding the projected con-
struction of a railway on the south side of
the river to link up Midland Junction with
Fremantle on the standard gauge.

It is more urgent now than ever before
that the main trunk line should he extended

from Kalgoorlie throughI to Fremantle, not
Only from the standpoint of the transport of
troops but for the development of the trans-
Australian railway system. The time is op-
portune to draw attention to this matter of
national imjportance. When the trans-Airs-
tralian railway system was inaugurated by
the Fisher Government, it was recognised
that the system would not be complete until
there was a standard gauge track right
through to Fremantle. Some :30 years have
passed since then, iand the project renmains
still ia the air. I remember that sonic peo-
ple became interested in the project because
they' thought their properties would be re-
sinnred with the construction of the railway
line along the south side of the river. I
hope the Premier wvill take up the matter
wvith the Federal authorities so that it may
he brought to fruition. The time has arrived
wvhen the transport systemi should be p)laced
under One authority.

Mr. Hill; Have I made one convert?
Mr. J. HEGNEY: At present a good deal

of the transport service conies under the
jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, but the wvhole of our transport system
should be placed under one authority, and
the profit derived should be retained by the
board or trust so that there might he a con-
tinuous development of the transport svs-
tern. There is need for electrifying the sub-
urban railways and there should be further
development of the trolley bus system, but
perhaps it is rot much use talking of those
matters at present. We want economy in
our transport service, and whether it is con-
trolled by the Commissioner of Railways or
by a trust does not matter so long as we get
economical service.

The member for West Perth touched on
the system of technical training for appren-
tices. This has been in vogue for many
years and was established at Midland Junc-
tion by the Seaddan Government. The build-
ing now being used is not suitable for the
training of apprentices; the studies of the
boys are interrupted by the noise of engines
blowving, off steam, and it is difficult for
students to concentrate. Having regard to
the riced for training the boys to become
efficient tradesmen, funds should be made
available for providing an up-to-date tech-
nicall school at Midland Junction.

In years gone by I have agitated for a
siding between Maylands and Bayswater,
and there is a fairly big fle dealing with
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the matter, but the provision of a siding is
as far off as ever. The people living in that
part, in the absence of a siding, have to walk
to the tramline or go to Guildford-road and
patronise the buses. At one time the Pre-
mier was favourable to providing this sid-
ing, but the difficulty is the cost of main-
tenance. I appreciate this difficulty. At
one stage there was a promise by a local firm
to provide £750 towards the cost, but it felt,
through because the land changed hands. If
a siding was put in, greater use would be
made of the railway.

The central railway station -will either
have to be removed or greater facilities will
have to be provided for traffic to cross to
the northern part of the city. Road traffic
should be catered for by subways or over-
htead bridges and there are only two points
where crossings could be made over the
railway line. The delays to traffic under
existing conditions are costly. If the
central station was moved to some other
site the value of the land might more than
conipensate for the cost of making the
transfer. The suburban railway service is
altogether too slow having regard to the
needs of modern times. If the railway
syste~m from the hills to Fremantle could
be electrified a great increase of revenue
would accrue. I mention these matters be-
cause they are problems that will have to
be tackled in the near future and they are
certainly vital to the development of the
railways and of the State.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-State Batteries, £95,970; Cave

House (including care~s of the, Souith-West.
etc,. .£lM3Ge-agrecd to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Fsxpendit tre for the year.

Resonlutions reported and the report
adopted.

it Committee of Ways and Means,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
R. J. S,. Wise-C-aseoyne) r.1.501: I
mu 'e-

That towards making good the Supply
aranted to ills 3lnajesty for the se-rvice of the
yea r cenled the 30th .Yune, 1942, a sum not
wecmedlng £E7,119,378 be granted from Consoli-
dtIettd Revenlle fund.

Question put and passed.,

aResolution reported and] the -report
. dopted.

BILL--APPROPRIATION.

Message.

Message from the Lieuit.-Uovernor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for thle pur-poses of the Bill.

First Readiag.
hill introduced by the 'Minister for

Lands (for the Premier mid Treasurer) and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
Bill read a second time.

In Commit tee.

Mr.%Marshall in the (Chair: the Ministei
for Lands; in chargec of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4, Schedules A to D-agreed
to.

Schedule E:
Mr. MeDOXA lAD: Under 'Miscellaneous

Services there appears an item of £45,000,
additional capital for the State Shipping
Service. I would like to know the circum-
stances which necessitated this additional
capital.

The MfTNTSTE R FOR LANDS:. On be-
half of the Treasurer 1 have to state that
the item represents at transfer made dur-
ing the balancing of last year's budget and
therefore appeared as an item under the
Vote of the Treasurer.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedule F:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Appar-

catty there is a mistake in the Title, which
speaks of "grants made by the present Par--
liamient during- its last session." As we have
already passed at measure extending the lice
of the present Parliament, those words will
require some slighit alteration. This was in-
tended to be the present Parliament's last
Se~sSioti. but we have extended the life of
the present Parliament.

The CH1ATPMfAN: In checking up the
Title of last year's Appropriation Bill, I
ind that the wording is exactly the same as

that of this. year's, except of course as re-
2,ards the figures.

Hion. C. O, Latham: Very well.
Schedule put and Passed.
Title-agreed to.
BilI reported without amendmnent, ind the

rqeport adopted.
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Tii ird Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1941-42.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
the State Trading Concerns for the year
ending the 30th June, 1942, now considered;
Mr. 'Marshall in thle Chair.

Divisions-State Brickwork.; £37,725;
State Hotels, £56,182; State Inplemient and
Engineering Works, £389,610-agreed to.

Division-State Qwirries, £12,036.

Air. J. HEGNEY: The time has ar-rived
when the Minister should order an investi-
gation into the State Quarry at Boya, in
order that it might be put upon a paying
basis and becme a competitor with other
quarries in the metropolitan area. I have
beeni consulted about the state of affairs
at the quarry by representatives of the men
enmployed there, anid have, with others,
visitedi and inspected it. If members wvill
exinnlinae the balance sheet of the quarry,
they will find that a crusher which cost
£8,000 has just been written off. Other obso-
lete equipment is at the quarry, and con-
sists, among other thiiigs, of horse-drawn
drays. These drays and other eqluipment
might have been sold at the time they fell
into disuse. Tfle crushber, 1 am informed,
was not in utse for longer than one day. It
is now obsolete, beaume the machines at
present in use are designedl to crush stones
to the smaller size now required for various
uses,. I again visited the quarry on two oc-
casions in company with a qualified en.
gineer. Hfe suggested that thle crusher, which
is on the flat portion of the quarry near the
railway systemn, could be removed and a
crusher capable of' crushingo stones. to a
smaller size installed in its place. If that
were (lone the quarry could he put onl a
better paying basis., At one time 120 men
were employ* ed there. Today, only 15 or 210
are empiloyed. I direct thle Mfinister's at-
tention to this matter in the hope that lie
will order the investigation T have suggested
to be nkad±'.

Division put and passed.
Divisions-State Skipping Service,

£278,005: State Sawmills. £6659.166; W~ynd-
ham. Freeziney Works-. £t.?5 0--agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the State
Trading concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUNrD.

PReturned from the Council with an amnend-
nient.

BILL-FRUIT GROWING INDUSTRY
(TRUST FUND).

Returned from the Council withoult amnend-
ment.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAL ELECTION

POSTPONEMENT.

IReturnied from the Council with ann-nd-
inents.

BILL-MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND.

Co uneciV Amendment.

Amendnient made by the Couineil now con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Mr-. Marshall iii the Chair; the 'Minister

for Lands (for the Premier) in charge of
the Bill.

The CHA]1RMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows :-Clause 3, definition of
"loss of mernbership"-Add at the end of
the definition the words: "but a member
shiall not be (deemed to have lost his seat
merely by the Legislative Assembly being
dissolved."

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment is designed to cover another
contingency. Members will recall that an
attempt was made to clarify the definition
of "loss of membership," and it was de-
cided to leave it wide and not make specific
mention of any e ase whereby los of mem-
bership might he incurred. The amendment
seeks to cover the time following a dissolu-
tion until a new member is elected. I can
see, no objection to it. I move-

Th~lat tine :rncudmnt lie agreed to.
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Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DUR-
ATION AND GENERAIJ ELECTION

POSTPONEMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of two amendments made by the

Council now considered.

In Comimittee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier

in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 6: Delete the word "may"

in line 3 on page 3 and substitute the word
"ishall."

The PREMIER: The Committee will re-
call that when the Bill was passing through
this Chamber certain amendments were
moved by the member for East Perth. in
order to expedite the passage of the mes-
sage, I suggested to him that the amend-
ments might be moved in the Council. I
gave him -my assurance that, if hie agreed,
that would he done. The first amendment
merely involves the substitution of the word
"shall" for "may." The Committee will
recollect the discussion that took place on
that point in this Chamber. There being
310 Objection to the amendment, I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

-No. 2. Clause 5--Insert after the word
"iresolution" in line 11 on page 3 the words
"carried by an absolute majority":

The PREMIER: This amendment deals
with the position where the House, by reso-
lution, can direct the Governor to issue a
writ at any timne that the Assembly, by reso-
lution, considers an election may he held.
That was the original proposal to the proviso
to the last clause of the Bill to which both
the member for East Perth and the Leader
Of the 'National Party consider we should
add the provision that it should be by the
statutory majority. That is the provision in
the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the Premier's
attention to the fact that when the discussion
took place in this Committee the amendment

suggested was in these termas "carried by a
eoimtitutional majority" but here it is "ami
absolute nmajority." I do not know that there
is ve'ry much difference.

The PREIHfEII: There is no difference,
heeause a constitutional majority is an abso-
lute majority' and mecans that 'one more than
half of the members of the Assembly has
to vote for it. As this amendment means
the same as the one suggested, and the prin-
eiple is one which this Committee desired
to agree to-except for the point I took-I
Move-

That the amnendmient he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counicil's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and] a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

MR. WATTS (Katanuing) £11.18] int
mnoving the second reading said: This Bill
has been passed in another place where it
was introduced by Ifr. Piesse. He should
be complimented for tackling a mnatter of
this nature. This measure seeks to amend
the Administration Act in three or four
particulars. The first amendment is one
which is purely to correct what is appar-
t'utly an anomaly iii the present Admninistra-
tion Act, in that one section refers to "one
or more" sureties, and the next section re-
fers. to "one or both." The first amendment
is to ensure that two shall be the maximum
number in order to comply with the see-
lion wrhich followed in the existing Act.

The next amendment in the measure pro-
vides that where an estate of a deceased
person does not exceed £1,000 and adminis-
tration is granted to the husband or widow
of the deceased, no surety shall be required
for the administration bond. It will be re-
memnhered that where the nett value of an
estate does not exceed £500, the whole of
it, under the Administration Act, goes to the
surviving husband or widow. Where the nett
value exceeds £.500, the husband or widow is
entitled to £500 and half the balance where
there is no issue, and where there is issue,
the husband or widow is entitled to £500
plus one-third of the balance. Therefore, if
a person dies leaving property not exceed-
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in- £1,000, the greater part of it, in some
cases three-quarters of it, goes to the hus-
band or widow. For those reasons it is not
unreasonable to dispense with sureties to a
bond in the case of estates not exceeding
£C1,000.

The amendmient was put forward primarily
because there has arisen increasing difficulty
in getting- bondsmen to sign because, quite
aside from the large number who are un-
willing, fewer people are willing and able
to make the necessary affidavit of jtistifiea-
tion stating that after the lpayment of their
just debts and liabilities, including any
which they may have tinder bonds previously
signed, they are well and truly worth £1,000,
'or whatever the sum mnay be. I can assure
the House that this difficulty is not an
imaginary one-especially in country areas.
It will be seen later in my remarks that this
measure is intended to deal, in other re-
spects, particularly with these areas. This
state of affairs has, in fact, rendered it ex-
tremely difficult to get administration of at
least two eases to my knowledge. This may
be some departure from the usual practice
and, in fact, it is. But I remind members
that it is limited to an estate not exceeding
£1,000 where administration is granted to
the husband or widow. I have already pointed
out that a substantial share in the estate
would be the property of the husband or
widow in such circumstances.

The next provision is that there shall he
no surety to the bond of the administrator
required in respect of any portion of the
value of real estate upon which there is a
debt secured by mortgage. If there is real
estate worth £1,000 with a mortgage upon
it to the value of £500, then there would he
no surety asked for in regard to the amount
represented by the security of the mortgage;
the reason being, of course, that the creditor
tinder the mortgage is already fully secured,
and the asset of real estate cannot he shifted.
He is in a sound position. I am given to
understand that that is the practice at pre-
sent. But I amn also told that there is no-
thing in the law itself which renders it ne-
cessary for that provision, as in the Bill,
to be carried into effect. The object of the
clause is to give statutory authority for the
reduction of the liability of sureties instead
of leaving- the matter to the dliscretion of the
'Master, or the courts,.

The third amendment is to provide that
in Section 28 of the Act the liability of any

surety to an administration bond may be
reduced subsequent to the bond having been
executed. Section 28 at present provides
that the court may at any time, on the ap-
plication of any person interested in the es-
tate, order the administrator to enter into
a further bond in such sum as, the court may
direct. There are circumstan ces in which it
would he equally desirable for the court to
have the power to reduce the amount of the
bond. An example is this, thant one s~ome-
times has to get a guarantee bond fromn
an insurance company, and a considerable
number of yearsq elapse before the estate can
be fully administered. An estate might be
worth £C1,000 at the beginning, but as infant
benieficiaries become of age and are paid,
so the amount is reduced, and I have known
of eases where difficulty has been experienced
in arranging for a reduction in the pre-
miums. In other instances the administrator
has allowed the policy to lapse completely,
because of having to pay an annual pre-
mium. I admit that Section 30 of the Act
provides as follows-

[f, upon the application of a surety to any
bond, it appears to the court that the estate is
being or is in danger of being waste, or that
the surety is being or is in danger of being in
any way prejudiced by the act or default of
the person administering the estate, or that any
surety desires to be relieved from further lia-
hility, the Court may grant such relief as it
may think fit.

That presumes the application of circum-
stances to which the amendment of this Bill
does not make any reference. It is entirely
a question of the court's discretion in re-
ducing the liability for any reason it ay
think proper, without having to consider
what are the provisions of Section 30.

We now come to what is really the major
provision of the Bill. it is inserted with a
view to assisting peop~le who live outside the
metropolitan area. At present the Act pro-
vides that district agents may be appointed
in areas outside of 30 miles from the metro-
polis. As a matter of fact that provision
is a dead letter and has never been made use
of. References have been made in this
House to the unfortunate position of per-
sons who desire to make personal applica-
tion which, of course, can only he madle in
respect of estates of less than £600 in value,
and who live in the country.- It was only last
evening, if I remember correctly, that two
or three members of this House dwelt at
some length on the unfortunate posit ion of
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some of their constituents, who bad been
obliged to make long journeys to Perth in
order to apply for administration for small
estates. In some cases that was because there
were no legal practitioners who could as-
sist them, and in other eases because they
were unable to bear the expense which inight
be entailed by that procedure.

The Minister for Justice will agree with
mec that it is reasonable to give the people
of the country districts-by using the word
"9country" I mean the rural, goldfields and
pastoral areas, and other areas not within
easy reach of the metropolitan area-the
righlt, so far as possible, to make personal
application. The Act, for many years, has
authorised the appointment of district
a1gents, but the proviaso is a (lead letter.
Another clause in the Bill rep~eals the
existing provision and provides that "the
inagistrate of every local court held at a
town beyond .50 miles from Perth shall be
and is hereby appointed to act as a district
agent for the M1aster."1

The 'Minister for Justice: Is that 50 miles
or 20 mniles?

Mr. WATTS: Fifty miles its what is in
the Bill. The idea is that these personal
applications can be lodged with the resident
magistrate at the local court, and that they
will be through him transmitted to the
Master of the Supreme Court for that
official's attention attention. The resultant
transaction and issue of documents will be
done throngh the district agent after the
Supreme Court has completed the issue of
the papers. The result will be that from a
personal application point of view in an
estate worth not more than £5300, broadly
speaking, as nearly as possible the metro-
politan and other areas will he in a similar
situation.

The last amendment proposed by the
Bill is that if any person dies leaving pro-
perty not exceeding £1,000 in value and the
deceased person's place of abode was more
than 50 miles from Perth, application 'nay
be made to the district agent-that is, the
resident magistrate-by a country legal
practitioner. One of the difficulties in re-
gard to estates in which personal applica-
tion cannot he made-that is, estates which
are still of a comparatively smnall nature,
aind up to £1,000 has been taken as that
figure--is that the country practitioner,
even with the best of intentions, is obliged
to employ a4 city agent. The net result of

this is that in ninny eases there is approxi-
niatley double expenditure. This it is
sought to avoid by the proposal in the Bill.
I have here some notes on the subject from
the Hfon. H. A7. Piesse, in the course of
,which he says-

This wvould result, I think, in a saving of
expens9e. The ,listrict agent is iiot required, as
in the ease of a persaaal application, to pro-
vide ally assistance in preparing the applica-
tion. The remainder of the section provides
the machinery whereby the application is trans-
initted by3 the dlistrict agent to the Master of
tlie Supremie Court. In effect, the district
agent is merely the agent of the Master for
receiving applications and forwarding same to
the Masiter. lie is the channel through which
tilt so iceitor deals with the court. But there
wvill be no need to have two sets of legal prae-
litioners dealing with the court.

Those are the major provisions of the Bill;
hut since it came from the Legislative
Counicil I have discussed it with the Min-
ister for -Justice, and if the Bill reaches
the Commiittee stalge it is muy intention to
ask that a new (clause be inserted postponing-
its coming into operation until the 1st July,
1.942. Then' is undoubtedly a reason why
that should be done iii that some little
organisation and issue of instructions and
so forth will he desirable. I think it only
fair and proper, if these amendments or
the substantial part of them are to be
accepted, that time should be allowed for
the purpose.

I would like to conclude b y saying that
the intention of the measure is to simplify,
on the. one hand, as regards the surety bond,
certain difficulties which hare conic partie-
larly to the. notice of the sponsor of the
Bill, who, ais is well known, has taken, from
a layman's point of view, a considerable in-
terest in these matters, and hans had as
administrator some personal experience in
connection with country estates--possibly to
his detriment so fur as time and trouble
are concerned-and who has realised what
the difficulties are possibly far better than
I have, although I myself have some under-
standing of his position in the matter. The
second part of the Bill is intended to care
what, as I said, has been brought under
notice in this House on many occasions by
country members from scattered portions of
the State. I entirely agree wvith them in
their desire to simplify matters. It has
been suggested, of course, that the Public
Trustee should act in these matters; but I
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would point out that that would undo the
benefit which the measure is intended to do,
in that the Public Trustee would bare to
collect his fees on the corpus of the estate.
The ices would probably ho 21,' per cent.,
so that oil a £500 estate there would be an
immediate charge of £E12 10s. As indicated
last night by the member for Mu1rehison1
("Mr. 'Marshiall), it would be far better if
the applicant came to Perth for a holiday
and spent the £12 in that manner, or, better
still, and in conformity with the objects of
the Bill, if he were prevented from spendig
the £12 at all. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna) [11.36]1: I have no
intention of opposing the Bill. It seems, only
fair and reasonable that persons living out-
side the metropolitan area should enjoy the
same privileges as are accorded to those liv-
ing within that area. Under the present
Administration Act that is not the ease. I
shall support the measure although I am in-
formed by the officers of my department
that it is quite impracticable. They candidly
tell me that there has been power in the
Act since 1903 for the Master of the
Supreme Court to create agents for various
districts; but that it has not been done, he-
cause it was impracticable. This is one of
the reasons why the Department of Justice
is more or less opposed to the Bill. They
seem to think that the magzistrate will not
have the niecessary qualifications for prepar-
ing- the papers, which are very complicated,
andi not by any means simple. The officers
appear to be of opinion that magistrates
will not have the qualifications required for
the work, and that in consequence there will
be mnuch loss of time and] considerable ex-
pense to the parties. However, that remains
to be seePn.

I my-self know from dealing,. in these mat-
ters that the work is highly complicated.
Further, I am informed that it will be neces-
sary for the district agents to have even
some knowledge of the Will-, Act, which is
said to be nltogrther outside the scope of
magistrates , with the possible exception of
one mag-istrate who is a fully qualified soli-
citor-I refer 11ow to the magistrate at
Bu nbury. It is stated that the whole of
the work of preparation is of a judicial
character, and I am definitely informed that

many complications will arise. In some cases
there might be many wills and, if they are
not filled in correctly, copies will have to be
kept and the will sent to Perth, or vice vers a.

M1r. Watts: I suggest that regulations he
made to cover that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
mlember for Katanning seem to think that
difficulty can he got over. I could go on
quoting instances. I have here 18 pages of
notes, which I do not intend to read. All 1
have to say in addition is that I sopport
the Bill with reservations. I am pre-
pared to give the measure a trial. if
it does not work out well and I see that
it is impracticable, the Act will have to be
repealed. But I agree with the member for
Ratanning in thinking that it will prove
practicable. I cannot speak from personal
experience on this subject, but from the
little general experience that I do possess
I know that at will is not a simple document,
hut a very complicated one, and that there
must be mix-ups. 'My department informs
me that there are numbers of legally trained
men who do not understand this work, and
that many applications filled in by the legal
fraternity are returned as incorrect. Thai
being the case, it is easy to understand what
messes might be made by men not legally
qualified.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Cornmrittee.

.Mr, 3. Hegney in the Chair; 'Mr. Watts in
charge of the Bill,

Clauses I to S-agreed to.
New clause:

Mr. WATTS: I move-

That the following 1)0 inserted to stand as
Clause 8:-''This Art shall come into opera-
tion zns fromi the first day of July, 2942,''

New clause put and passed.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and returned to the
Council with an amend ment.

Sitting sivzpended from 11.44 p.m. to 1.55
am. (Saturday),
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BILL-CHILD WELFARE AOT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 1 and 2, and had arced
to the amendment made by the Assembly to
No. 4.

BIL-APPEOPRIATION.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. M)

Council's Messagye.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's amendment.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (POST-
PONEMENT OF ELECTION).

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

Second Reading.
THE PREMIER (lion. J. C. Willeock-

Geraldton) [1.57] in moving the second
reading said: We have just passed a Bill
for an Act to prolong the life of the Legis
lative Assembly. This a complementary
measure dealing with the same aspect in re-
gard to the Legislative Council. The same
reasons apply to this measure as were ad-
vaneed for the passing of the other Bill. I
do not desire to say much about the neces-
sity for this Bill. It has been considered and
agreed to by the Legislative Council. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [1.581: I
have no objection to this measure. I have
had the opportunity to read the Bill. What
we have already done in this Chamber must
be done in another place. I support the
second reading.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the

House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. I
declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wifleock-
Gcraldton) [1.59]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the

House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. I
declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

Sitt ing suspended from 2.2 anm. to 2.10 a.m.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Councils Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1, 3 and 4.

In Committee.

Mr. M1arshall in the Chair; the 'Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move-

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments made by the Council,

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments not ared to.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

Assembly's Request for Con ference.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move-

That the Council be requested to grant a
conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council, and that the managers for the-
Assembly be the Ron. C. G. Latham, Mr. J_-
Hegney and the mover.

Question putt and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.
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BILL-INCREASE Or RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMEND-

MN.
Council's Further Message.

Message from (ie Council received :111(
read - notifying that it had agreed to I ho
Assembly's request tot a conference oii thet
amendment inskted on by the Coo ntil. ain,
bad appointed the H-onorary' Minister, lion.
J. Cornell a juu llion. L. Craig- a, in lalvs
for the Council, the I'rresidcnt's room ats the
place of meeting and the time forthwith.

Sittding stg~pe ,deeI fro... 2. 1;; amp. to 2.1.1 a.mj.

TILL-INCREASE Or
RESTRICTIONS) ACT

RENT (WAR
AMEND MENT.

Conf' erence Managers' Report.

The MINISTER FORl LABOUR: I have
to report that the managers tact and agreed
that as the landlord and tenant regulations
issued oil the 28th November, 1941, and set
out in Statutory Rule 275 under the Com-
monwealth Notional Security Act cover the
point in disagreement, the Council's amend-
ment be no longer insisted on. I may ex-
plain that the National Security regulations
in question completely supersede Section 12
of the State Act, which was the section that
the Council desired to amend. I mov--

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

Sitting suspended from 2.46 a.mn. to 3 a.m.

-BILIKOREASE oF
RESTRICTIONS) ACT

RENT (WAR
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
-conferenee managers' report.

BILLi-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Message.

Messawe from the Council received and
Tead notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference and
intimating that the managers for the
Council wvould be the Honorary Minister,
Hon. L. B. Bolton, and Hon. Sir Hal Cole-

batch, and that the conference would be
held in the President's room forthwith.

Sitting suspended from 3.7 ass. till 4.5 ai.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I have
to report that the conference managers met
in conference on the Bill and reached the
following agreement :-Tbat the Council's
amendment be agreed to. I move-

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL,-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Mlessage from the Council received and

read notifying, that it bad agreed to the
conference managers' report.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE PREMIER (Ron. J. C. Wilicock-
Geraldton) [4.7]: That concludes the busi-
ness for this session. I desire to extend to
you, Mr. Speaker, to the Chairman of Com-
mittees and his deputies, to the officers of
the House and staff, and to "Hansard," the
greetings which at this time of the year are
usually extended. Unfortunately, we are
living in very stressful times, hut I do ex-
tend to you, Mr. Speaker, the wish that
you may enjoy the greatest happiness that
can be derived from the times in which we
are living.

At the conclusion of the last session I ex-
pressed the hope that the present year would
see the end of the hostilities in which the
Empire was engaged. Unfortunately those
hopes have not been realised. Whilst we
have had ups and downs in connection with
this wvar, the position at present seems as
serious as at any time since it commenced.
We have now another formidable adversary
added to the list of our enemies. One con-
solation is that all the countries likely to
participate against us in this war have now
entered the field, and we know exactly where
we are-
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The fact that we are confronted by a tre-
mendous task in the achievement of final
victory will bring out the best traditions
of the British race. We will face the future
with fortitude and resolution knowiug that
we have such a task, 'jut knowing at the
same time that the traditional courage of
the British race will be cemented through-
cut the Empire in unity, and that whatever
effort is necessary, mid whatever sacrifices
we are asked to make, the teachings of his-
tory will enable us to look forward with
confidence to the future. Whenever the
best effort is necessary for us to pull
through adversity, it is always made.

So far as we, iii this State, are con-
cerned, the coming year will show that we
n-ill do a lot more in regard to the making
of munitions. When in this State of such
comparatively small population we know
that a much bigger effort is being made-
and the preparations carried out this year
will result in a large increase in the pro-
duction of the munitions of wvar to assist
the Empire in its present struggle-we call
feel sonic sense of satisfaction. This small
State, together with the rest of the British
Empire and the territory of the people
allied with us-especiallly the United
States-is mnaking this tremendous effort
to accelerate our wvar production in order
to give us the necessary means inl these
days of mechanised warfare to carry our
country through these times of stress and
trial so that ultimately victory may ho
ours.

I wish to thank the Leader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the National
Party for the co-operation and assistance
they have extended to me as Leader of the
House in considering legislation, and to
extend my warm appreciation to my cot-
leagues on the Treasury bench and to memi-
bers onl the government side of the House
resp)ecting thle loyal support I have received.
I am sure that in the coming year any assist-
ance the Government seeks in order to achieve
a completely united effort will be forth-
coming from all sections of the House. At
present there are un fortunately many ini
the community who are confronted with
all the tvcinents of tragedy and to them
we extend our full sympathy- With
them, we are having anxious ,mome-nts in
this time of serious stress. To all who are
affected by the war and its consequences,
we extend our sympathy and goodwill.

lu wishing you, Mr. Speaker, and the
others I previously mentioned the best that
call he made of a season during which
goodwvill should prevail, I trust that dur-
ing the for'thcoming Year final and corn-
plc'te victory will lie achieved by the British
Empire anti its Allies, and that we shall
not this time next year be in the position
we are today. I trust that 1943 will see
the nation emnerge victoriously from the
tremendous struggle in which it is now
engaged.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.12]:
With the Premier, I extend to you, Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, the
officers of the House and the staff and to
the "Hlansard" staff thle very best wishes
possible at this particular tiime. We have
passed through a strenuous and trying ye~r,
and before we meet again an even more
severe test may be imposed upon us. if we
look to (lie future in the sincere belief that
we shall eventually be successful inl the issue
confronting the niation, I believe that spirit
Ivill assibt materially towards achieving
success.

I realise that the tasik of the Governumeut
inl these times imposes a severe strain upon
Ministers, and, although it has not seen fit
to avail itself of the services of members of
this House, I trust that during the recess
the Government will provide sonic oppor-
tunity to then, to till the posts that
their capacity fits them for, and that the
result will be of benefit to the comn-
amunity generally. If the Government
were to call upon members to assist, it
would give a lead to the community and
further emphasise that in the task ahead of
the nation we are all willing and anxious
to play our respective parts.

I trust that during the recess we will have
bletter news thnm we have received just re-
cently. I always feel with regard to the
British 1-ace tbat some dire calamity is neces-
sar - to b)1ing- us to our bearings. We are
apt to take things too easily butl, when the
call is auade upon us, we resp~ond wvell. That
has bee-n borne out during the last day or
two by the response made by our young
Itopile, particularly since the last of thle
mnations that could possibily- join against us
has ijeeit added to the number of our
enemies. Personally I feel we canl look to
tile future with a good deal of certainty of
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'success. It is usele~s to take too dismal
an outlook upjon life, and[ we mitst accept
conditions as they are with equanimity and
fortitude.

While no doubt you, MrY. Speaker, and
those who have been mentioned, will not
he able to spend as happy a time as in past
years, still I hope all will be able to get
somie relief find happiness fromt the festive
season. To the iPreiiier, his 'Ministers and
Covernment mem~ber, generally, I tender my
thanks for the treatment accorded me dur-
ing- the session. All Leaders of Opposition
are trying, and I trust I have not been more
trying thani my p~redeesso5rs in that
position. While some hard things may have
been said during debates, Ministers, have
been generous in their replies, and I recog-
nise the kindly manner in which the dis-
cussions, generally_- speaking, have taken
lace.

To my own colleagues of the Country
Party I tender my thanks, for no one could
have had more loyal supporters than I have
enjoyed in this Parliament. We have not
always seen eye to eye, but the privilege of
expressing his views is a right reserved to
the individual. I realise I amn not infallible,
and I am likely to make mistakes, even fromt
their point of view. To the Leader of the
National Party and those associated with
him I also tender my thanks, for they have
very materially added to the strength of
the Opposition during the year. They have
accepted more of the work associated with
the work of the Opposition than in past
years, and I appreciate their great help. I
trust that wvhen next we mneet the war clouds
will have broken, and that we shall enjoy
the sunshine presaging a brighter outlook
and a speedy return to peace.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.16]:
On behalf of those associated with me and
on my owni behalf, I wish to extend to you,
Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
his Deputy Chairman, memibers of the staff
of the House, a ad to the "Hansard" staff
alt good vishes; for the coining scas.oi and
in the years to comle. We apprviejate the
help) and consideration that you, -Mr.
Speaker, amid the Chairman of Committees
have always been ready to extend to uts, the
courtesy of the Clerks of Parliament and
menmbers of the staff, and the work that has
beemn carried out by "Ilansard." We have

passed through at period of %cry great
a nxiety, overAadowed by the danger that
threatens our Empire. That has bere the
outstanding characteristic of the session now
ending, but we are fortified by, the know-
ledge that we are prepared to use our ut-
most exertions to bring the struggle to a sue-
cessfnl issue.

To the Premier, his Ministers and those
sitting with them we extend our good wishes
for the season and for the years to come.
To the Leader of the Opposition and his
colleagues, and to the two Independents we
also extend seasonal greetings. I desire fo
thank my associates for the unfailing help
and support they have always givenf mne dur-
ing the session. We are now at a mast
critical period in our history, and I Join
with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in the sinetre hope that when we
next meet there will be a prospect of brighter
days ahead. III

M. SPEAKER [4.181: I thank the Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Opposition, and the
Leader of the National Party for' their veiy
kindly references to myself, to the Chairman
of Committees anti the Deputy Chairman, the
officers of the House, and the members of
the "Hlansard" staff. I would like to acknow-
ledge that my work has bien made easy by
the splendidly efficient help given to me by
the Chairman. of. Conmmittees, the Deputy
Chairman, and the officers of the liouse.
This Christmas time we are passing through
a critical stage, find I trust that before we
mneet again the dlark clouds; hovering over
us will have disappeared and that our re-
union will he under far happier circum-
s-ltnces than have characterised this closing
session. Under present conditions while I
believe it is impossible for this Christmas to
be a very merry one for any of us, I repeat
that I do trust when Parflienits mleets again
inth happier circumstances will prevail.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (lon. J1. C. Willeock-
tieraldton) 1-1.211] : I move -

That tiit' I ouse at its rising adjiourn to a
late to bet fixed by Mr. Speaker.

Question put and passed.

IHo ,se adjoiurnetdit 1.2 "r. ( Saturday)

[For debates on ic-assemnbly of Parljainent as fron, the 91h liil, 1912, see Vol. No. 109.]


